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The Relevance of the Teachings of
Reb Yisroel Salanter 57

What is Mussar? Why did Reb Yisroel Salanter con-
sider Mussar so vital? Is there a way to impress the
relevance of Mussar upon our masses, as a way of life, as
a desperate need?

Many have a skeptical attitude towards Mussar: Mus-
sar promotes a pessimistic, black outlook on life. Mussar
accentuates the imperfections of man, and perpetuates
guilt and depression.

Rather than trace the cause of these distortions, let us
instead portray Mussar as a colorful, trailblazing way of
life. Let us recapture in some small way the grandeur
and the splendor of Reb Yisroel’s teachings and redeem
them—change them from being a dead, historical arti-
fact into a desperately relevant guide for our trying
times; a treasure that we cannot afford to squander; a
dynamic force that can guide our straying youth and
rebuild our threatened homes.

In Search of Reality

People drift from one cause to another, unsure of
where they are heading, principals in an aimless pursuit.
The tragedy of it all is not so much in the energy spent
on this blind, aimless motion as in the lack of a clear goal.
There is only one way to correct this and that is by
achieving clarity—a true perception of what one desires
from life, which can only result from an earnest striving
for Emes.

Cynics dismiss the Emes perspective as a bleak, nega-
tive view of things. True, it does identify the futile and
the worthless, but that is only part of it. Emes means
confronting the simple, unvarnished truth, whether
obvious or concealed. But most of all, it means identify-
ing man’s true potential, and having the constant
awareness of how to reach it. In the ultimate, it means
assuming G-d's view of the world and thereby coming
to embracing Him, for G-d has chosen Emes as His seal.

This ariicle was translated and prepared for publication by Rabbi Naftoli
Bassman, a member of the Kolle! of Bets Medrash Govoka, Lakewsod, New Jersey.
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RABBI SHLOMO WOLBE, 8", one of the foremost Mussar figures of our
times, was for many years Mashgiach of the Yeshiva of Beer Yaakov, Israel, and
currently heads a Beis Hamussar, which he established in Jerusalem. He has
published a number of works including Alei Shur, a guide to yeshiva students in their
striving for spiritual growth.

The following is based on an address Rabbi Wolbe gave at the 41st Annual
Convention of Torah Umesorah-—the National Society for Hebrew Day Schools,

In this world so fraught with illusion, the only way to
gain a perspective of Emes is through Torah; and this is
extremely difficult to achieve, just as it is difficult to
maintain. The rabbis tell us that even the most accomp-
lished Torah scholar can only be confident of where his
next step takes him as long as he is totally immersed in
Torah. One momentary deviation and illusion sets in.
... Tricky, slippery, and elusive—yes, But once the Emes
perspective is achieved, the potential to set towering
goals and achieve them come into one’s grasp. This is
the beauty of the Mussar approach to life.

Shedding Hlusions—Painful Yet Joyful

Thereis great comfortin doing things by inertia—the
illusion that “all’s well” and nothing needs correction. By
contrast, introspection and self-improvement can be
very painful at times. Recognizing one’s own faults and
then purging oneself of them is far from pleasant. But
on the other hand, there is no other way to achieve
perfection in all its glory. Indeed, life’s truly worthwhile
goals are only realized through struggle. Torah, Ererz
Yisroel and the World-to-Come, we are told, can only be
won through yesurim, personal sacrifice, trial and tribu-
lation, A high price, yes. But when we set our heartson
something truly valuable, price ceases tobe a considera-
tion, as long as our focus is on our goal.

This is the touchstone of the Mussar experience: con-
centrate on the attainment of purity, spirituality and
eternal life; rejection of this-worldly pursuits and rec-
ognizing the futility of material happiness—-these are
merely by-products of the ascent toward perfection,
Shedding illusions is one of the simple, joyful aspects of
reaching for truth.

Reb Yisroel's Approach
Mussar, then, involves two goals: getting in touch
with reality and purifying our lives. Simply stated,
these involve personal revolutions—in perspective, in
goal-setting, and in action. But where does one begin?
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Reb Yisroel Salanter, a master of insight into human
potential, charted the course for this complete change in
personality. Where others faced opacity and a static
condition, he had a clear, deep view of a dynamic situa-
tion. What others were later to discover as subconscious
layers of snares and pitfalls embedded within the
human personality, he recognized as deep wellsprings
of potent forces for improvement and change. These
depths, according to Reb Yisroel, could be tapped by
harnessing one’s powerful intellect, and then relating its
pure mental concepts to a person’s deepest emotions
through “hispaalus.”

Hispaalus—not easily described, but once experienced,
not quickly forgotten—is the penetration of the heart
by the excitement of the mind, an amalgam of intellect
and emotion through a profound sense of wonder.
Wonder—that is the key word. . . . How is it achieved? By
coaxing the cold intellect into a spark, and fanning the
spark until it bursts into a searing flame. . . . Making the
remote immediate, telescoping the distant, the obscure,
and magnifying it through the concentrated focus of all
human faculties—emotion and intellect, heart and soul.
... It is the mining of the unconscious for untapped
reserves of strength and creativity, purifying them,
changing the unchangeable, melding frailties into pow-
erful, surging forces. Hispaalus is Reb Yisroel's quintes-
sential ingredient in the alchemy of human change
through Mussar.*

How the Changes Come

With this weapon, man can attack the three most
troublesome areas where imperfection is deeply em-
bedded in the sub-conscious: mechanical performance
of mifzvos, imperfect faith, and corrupt character traits.
Striving for perfection, man can rise to the task.

A Mussar approach affects the full range of one's life
activities. But for a long while, the changes are too
subtle to be noticed. They are internal, undetected.
Ultimately, however, a new, highly disciplined person
will emerge—the baal Mussar, who has succeeded in
internalizing the Torah’s sacred teachings.

Change, however, is not brought about by intellect
and emotion alone; action must also be involved. Seem-
ingly insignificant spoken messages, acts of kindness to
another person, self-control in difficult situations-—all
of these contribute to the formation of a new person.
Whereas hispaalus drives straight to the core of the sub-
conscious, altering the source of behavior patterns, action
works on the whole man, and together, through study

R s

*Reb Yisroel would make a practice of repeating a key phrase, such as
“Envy, lust, and honor remove a person from life” {Avos), countless
times in a soul-penetrating chant while concentrating on the
implications of the statement.

**revered ” Alter of Kelm,” one of Reb Yisroel's outstanding discipies.
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and practice, a perfected human being emerges,
strengthened on all levels.

Mussar: A Multi-Faceted Experience

Mussar should not be thought of as a one-dimensional
experience. First of all, the activity phase of Mussar,
which represents the individual’s interaction with dif-
ferent situations, will be as varied as are the people who
walk the earth, compounded by the variety of chal-
lenges they encounter. Opportunities for chessed and
demands for restraint are never identical. Moreover, in
an essay, Reb Simcha Zissel Ziv** describes how the
internal syllabus of Mussar must adjust to individual
needs of each person at each particular juncture in fife:
sometimes lifting the person up to reality, sometimes
bringing him down to reality. The inflexible person,
who sees inconsistencies in the various facets of Mussar,
is actually denying himself the heady experience of
encountering truth in all its expressions.

Need for a Mentor

We must realize: in our groping for reality, thereisno
stronger exposure to reality than through a teacher of
reality. In our search for purity, there is no greater
purifying force than the living example of a pure person.
In our thirst for the intense Mussar experience, there is
no substitute for the authentic example. In our desire
for self-understanding, there is nothing more enlight-
ening than the encouragement and understanding of a
wise heart. And in grappling with our daily dilemmas
and challenges, there is nothing as nurturing as a
guiding hand.

All these point to the need for a mentor. This is much
more pressing a need in Mussar than in halacha, where
once a clearly stated directive is mastered it can be
followed without further guidance: Once you have
learned the details of Hilchos Netilas Yodayim {regarding
laving hands for eating bread), for instance, youareina
position to honor them consistently. Mussar involves
approaching lofty spiritual realms, dealing with abstract
concepts. Day-to-day guidance is needed to understand
these abstract concepts and then apply them to the
temptations and challenges of the real world; constant
counseling is required to follow a gradual but firm
course in rising toward perfection.

The Levels of Human Attainment

Reb Yisroel's teachings emphasize man’s glorious
potential, a goal that cries out for a model of perfection.
Yechezkel the Prophet was a paradigm of human
achievement. After he prophesied on the Maaseh Mer-
kava, describing the Heavenly Majesty in minute detail,
the angels themselves were so overwhelmed, they were
forced to remind themselves that Yechezkel was but a

5

= s it =

s R oy e A AT e e e T

Y e



"'w'“‘“‘“’v‘ TEA e wmgp am o e

’

mortal. So they called him Ben Adam—"son of man,’
which became his title. As the Ben Adam par excellence, he
so personified the best that man can achieve that he
resembled the human face engraved on the Divine
Throne: “And upon the image of the throne {(was} an
image like the appearance of Man, .. .”

The Malbim commented that when man reaches the
ideal state, his two levels of cognition and action—one
of reason and the other of strength of character as
expressed in behavior patterns—coincide. o't R TRk —
“You are called Man"—the totally disciplined Jew rep-
resents this achievement, as exemplified by Yechezkel,

On the other hand, Bilaam intellectually did attain the
level of oy pymye—"He was aware of the Divine
thinking,” an amazing attainment! Yet he was also a
symbol of depravity—the embodiment of arrogance and
corruption (see Avos V:22). Obviously, he was incapable
of integrating lofty concepts with physical drives and
passions, and instead, functioned quite differently, on
two separate levels.

The role of Mussar is to bring the two levels into
harmony with each other. Again, the mentor’s percep-
tive heart and guiding hand are required to set the
intellectual level of study and to lead the individual in his
rising level of activity.

A Crucial Time, A Restless Generation

Our contemporary situation fairly cries for a resur-
gence of Mussar, Even the strongest individual is influ-
enced by his environment, affecting his tastes, atti-
tudes, and sense of belonging. Today’s turbulent so-
ciety—an extreme situation—can be described as being
molded by a number of factors, but one readily thinks of
several that stem from seminal thinkers and cataclysmic
events of the last century. For instance: ® Karl Marx,
father of dialectical materialism, set the tone for a
society that relegates spirituality and culture to secon-
dary status, leaving its mark not only on the USSR and
its satellites, but on a universal stress on materialism.
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution flies in the face of
lewry’s constant challenge: “When will my achieve-
ments ever reach those of my forebears,” encouraging
man to negate tradition, while viewing himself as an
end-product of animalistic drives and instincts. & Sig-
mund Freud portrays man as being driven by raging
forces beyond his awareness and often beyond his con-
trol, rejecting a counterforce of spirituality. e Add to
these the mounting dependence of man on his mechani-
cal creations, and the resultant sense of alienation that
he is experiencing. From these forces emerges the Man
of the 80's: void of spirituality, void of identity, void of
direction—a picture of egoism and aimless insecurity.

When under duress, Jews have always drawn strength
from their sense of continuity from noble precedents.
The destruction of World War II not only involved the
tragic annihilation of the Six Million, it left future gen-
erations without role models and without roots. As a

6

result, many of our youth are virtually helpless to deal
with even minor crises. They cannot contemplate tak-
ing serious steps in life without someone holding their
hand. ... The ]Jewish marriage and the Jewish home are
not the certain successes they were fifty years ago. . . .
Our needs are greater than ever, and our capabilities
smaller. Where do we turn for help?

An Idea Whose Time Has Come Again

The searching members of our generation deserve an
inspiring type of guidance such as Reb Yisroel had once
offered. We must make them aware of the dualistic
approach to man—that as his mind can soar to the
highest levels, so can his emotional make-up. He must
be encouraged to discard false humility, resignation, and
despair, and dare strive for spiritual growth and mas-
tery over his own destiny. A hundred and forty years
ago, Reb Yisroel helped others achieve this goal through
the introduction of the Beis Hamussar—a retreat for
study and contemplation for self-improvement—tai-
lored to meet the needs of the masses. Reb Simcha
Zissel and his disciples carried on this sensitizing
approach within the walls of the yeshivos—and this has
been the task of the Mashgiach, the Yeshiva's resident
guide, in the years since. But the Beis Hamussar for the
broader masses has ceased to exist. It is time to revitalize
this institution to serve everybody, from the young
people floundering for lack of an anchorage in reality to
members of the older generation in need of intelligent
guidance.

It was said that when a town had a Beis Hamussar, no
curse word was heard in its fish market. We, too, must
reconstruct the Beis Hamussar for our own times, and
elevate our entire communities. The crucial figure is the
leader who sets the tone, establishes the relationships
with those who frequent the Beis Hamussar, and serves as
a living representation of their strivings. Lectures and
workshops should be scheduled, forusing on three
broad target areas:

o the family, ranging from hadracha counseling for
chasanim to guidance for intelligent parenting, to
special sessions for baalei teshuva to ease them into
the myriad aspects of Torah life;

* delving into classical texts, such as Yehuda Ha-
levi's Kuzari and Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato's
Derech Hashem:;

¢ sessions for the individual who yearns to reach
his fullest potential and does not fear change.
Nothing promotes growth as much as the inter-
action between searcher and guide.

A hundred years have passed since Reb Yisroel Salan-
ter graced the scene. This milestone offers an opportun-
ity to contemplate . . . and then embark on the adven-
ture of setting sail from the comfort of illusory moor-
ings, and reaching out for reality . . . to risk growth at
the cost of difficulty and pain . . . to learn how to aspir
to new attainments, and to realize them. 2
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Lipa Geldwerth

“He Looked Into the Torah
and Fashioned Man”

An Examination of the Life and Accomplishments of
Reb Yisroel Salanter— A Century After His Passing

The Magnificent Forest

Upon becoming engaged to Reb Yisroel Salanter’s
granddaughter, the prospective groom, Reb Chaim
Ozer Grodzenski, wrote a lengthy, involved shfickel
Torah (discourse) to his future father-in-law.? Reb Yis-
roel responded to his own son-in-law:2 “l am convinced
that you have selected an outstanding Torah scholar as
a chassan for my granddaughter. But it is written, (Depa-
rim, 22:10) TR 2rR? AN R R .. My daughter [ have
given tothis (lsh)man . . /Firstlet us establish that heis
worthy of the title Tsh {Mensch).”

This incident summarizes Reb Yisroel's goal in the
founding of the Mussar Movement. For as G-d had
created Man, Man in turn must create the Mensch within
himself. Reb Yisroel sought the Mensch in every man,
and when a layer of sin obstructed the Mensch, he taught
the world how to find him. Further, just as G-d used the
Torah as a blueprint for creation,? 5o did Reb Yisroel
understand that the development of the ideal Mensch
must also come from the Torah alone. Thus, Reb Yis-
roel’s genius equipped him to be wws 81121 RO IND 93non
to delve inte the most hidden recesses of Torah

literature to rediscover the once obvious, to forge the
Torah-Mensch.

Dozens of books and articles have been written about
Reb Yisroel. Storybooks tend to depict himn as the kindly
saint, not comprehending that his 17am% o7 13, his tzid-
kus (righteousness) in dealing with others was but an
aspect of his oypus b 3, his service of G-dt. , ., Others
condensed a multi-faceted Gaon Hador (outstanding
scholar of his generation) into just a pioneering Baal
Mussar (teacher of ethics)—seeing all his colors through

Rabbi Geldwerth, « member of the faculty and administration of Yeshiva

Tarak Temimah in Brooklyn, wrote a biography of the Tshebiner Rav that was
published in Judaiscape's THE TORAH WORLD.
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a monochromatic lens, doing a disservice to his name as
well as to their own cause. ... And, of course, modern
literary psychoanalysts presume too much and end up
seeing too little.

Today, a century after his passing, let us look back at
Reb Yisroel, whom Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk
called sy pym “akin to a Rishon” (the great Early
Commentators of 11-15 Centuries). Let us catch a
glimpse of his unrivaled stature in Torah and Yiras
Shomayim (Fear of Heaven), his greatness of mind; his
sensitivity of spirit and his genius of heart, his keenness
of insight, his creativity of thought and his daring in
action. But above all, let us acquaint ourselves with the
forest, instead of being overwhelmed by its own trees.

The Early Impact

The facts have all been recorded. Reb Yisroel was
born in the fall of 5570 (1809)5 in Zager® a provincial
town near Kovno, Lithuania, to a prestigious rabbinic
family. ... Recognized as a prodigy, he was sent, at the
age of 12, to study under the celebrated Gaon of Salant,
Reb Hirsch Braude, who came to refer to him as “Alfasi
Kattan.”” Rabbi Akiva Eiger lauded the chiddushim (novel-
lae} he produced in his teens as “Gaonus She't’Gaonus™ -

Notes and Sources

1. See Sheilos U Tshuvos Achiezer, IH, No. 53.

2. Rabbi Eliyahu Eliezer Grodnanski, Rav in Vilna, and disciple of
Reb Yisroel.

3. Midrash Rabba to Bereishis I, and see R"Dal ad. loc.

3 Ohr HaMussar I, 77-78, quoting his great disciple Reb Naftoli
Amsterdam.

5. As obvious from the text of his tombstone in Koenigsberg,
reprinted in Ir Vilna, pg. 128.

&, Tnuas HaMussar, Vol. 1, pg. 138, gloss. 4

7. A reference to Rabbi Yitzchok Alfasi, towering Talmudic scholar
of 11th Century Fez, in North Africa.
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Rametlles Yechive in Vibng, where Reb Yisroel taught,

absolutely ingenious. Reb Yisroel was married when 15
and his young wife cared for their livelihood while he
developed into a rare falmid chacham with a widely
admired approach in pilpul.

During the eighteen years that Salant was his home,
one moment in particular changed his life and eventu-
ally revolutionized the Torah world:

Reb Yosef Zundel {1788-1868), a disciple of Reb Chaim
Velozhiner, was a mar whose saintliness was hidder from the
average eye. Yet young Yisroel took notice of him and devel-
oped close combact with him, Yisroel realized, however, that he
cotctd see only what Reb Zundel would permit him to see. 5o he
tried to observe him undetected, from afar, following him out to
the frelds when Reb Zundel would retreat there for contempla-
ton, Once Reb Zundel noticed him and exhorted him. “Yis-
roel, learn Mussar and become a Yerei Shomayim!™

Reb Yisroel would relate years later, that this particu-
lar moment had an everlasting impact on him. As his
close disciple, Reb Itzel Blazer, later described the inci-
dent: “When he heard his master’s command to learn
Mussar. it entered his innermost heart like a fire; he then
began this study of Mussar."From that day on he cleaved
to his mentor, until Reb Zundel moved to Jerusalem.?

& Nesteos Qhr p. 124

. See Nisteos Ohr, 111

17, Related by Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky we in an interview
granted for preparing this article.

10
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No One Hidden—From His Wisdom

At first, Reb Yisroel planned to emulate his master as
a nistar (a hidden saint), to move to a community where
he was not known and to assume a humble position,
such as a water carrier. The first requirement he set for
himself was to master the entire Shas (Talmud) by heart.
When halfway through Shas, he abandoned his plan, for
he realized that his generation had greater need for an
active leader to exert his influence amongst the broad-
est of circles, than for a saintly recluse.?

Reb Naftoli Amsterdam, one of his leading disciples,
later commented: “The Rebbe at first wished to be a
nistar, and then reconsidered. In the long run, however,
he succeeded and the true measure of his greatness,
always remained hidden from others.”10

A Pattern of Change and Consistency

While tracing the various stages in Reb Yisroel's life, a
striking feature that emerges is his willingness to make
radical changes, whenever he found such necessary—
by virtue of a shift in circumstances or because of his
reassessment of his personal goals. For example, during
his early years, Reb Yisroel decided to veer away totally
from pilpul, in which he had gained expertise and wide-
spread admiration. He had felt that he was sacrificing

The Jewish Observer / Muarch 1984
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truth for the personal gratification gained from the
intellectual stimulation of the pilpul approach. Eventu-
ally he returned to pilpul because he feared a tendency
toward arrogance and complacency in expecting to
determine the Gemora's meaning by only concentrating
on the page before him. . . . Other striking examples of
change will follow.

At the same time, one is struck by the multiplicity of
activities he undertook over the years, in so many dif-
ferent locales. Yet they were all unified by one underly-
ing commitment—to help people probe beyond the sur-
face, to bring out their inner greatness. The chrono-
logical account that follows traces the variety of activi-
ties he pursued toward this one goal.

Taking Vilna By Storm

Reb Yisrcel and his cdose friend Reb Shmuel Salant
(Reb Zundel's son-in-law, later famous as Rav of Yeru-
shalayim) had together resolved not to accept any rab-
binic posts; for example, they both rejected separate bids
from the prestigious community of Brisk. Yet when
invited to give shiurim in Rameillas Yeshiva in Vilna in
1840, he accepted, replacing Rabbi Eliezer Teitz, famed
disciple of Rabbi Akiva Eiger. Thus, Reb Yisroel entered
the lives of the Jews of Vilna, the Jerusalem of Lithua-
nia, to leave an unforgettable impact on it.

Reb Yisroel took the people of Vilna by storm—
especially its yeshiva bachurim—through his brilliant lec-
tures—reverting to pilpul again, as he saw fit—and his
Mussar discourses. But Reb Yisroel feared that his suc-
cess was creating envy among fellow faculty members;

so he left Rameillas Yeshiva to lecture in another beis
midrash. 1!

During this period, he attracted the attention of his
peers and won the deference of such outstanding scho-
lars as Reb Izek’el Charif and Rabbi Yoseif Dov Solo-
veitchik, author of Beis Haleri’2, He also published a
number of lesser-known Mussar works. Reb Yisroel
then began lecturing for baalei battim (laymen)—shoe-
makers, porters and wagon-drivers flocked to his tatks,

as he considered each audience and addressed them on
their own level.

At that time, Maggidus (preaching: See Chaim Shapi-
ro’s “Words From the Heart,” JO April ‘81) no longer
played the commanding role it did a century earlier;
rabbonim left it to wandering, lesser luminaries. Reb Yis-
roel, coupling a magnificent gift of speech with a hear-
tening simplicity, raised the standard of Maggidus to its
former glory.

He organized more knowledgeable baalei batiim into
groups to study the Mussar classics Mesillas Yeshorim and
Choves Halevaves with greater depth, and established his
first Beis Hamussar, a room set aside to serve as a retreat
from worldly turmoil, dedicated to the study and
absorption of Yiras Shomayim (fear of G-d). Not meant to
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replace a Beis Haknesses or Beis Hamidrash, but to supple-
ment them, this Mussar retreat was close enough to the
Beis Hamidrash to avoid loss of time spent in study.

Reb Yisroel viewed the Beis Hamussar as both a
“clinic”—following the Rambam’s approach to human
frailty in character or Yiras Shomayim as a disease-
condition1®*—and as a haven in the swirling winds of
contemporary corruption, as he wrote: “Enter this for-
tress, draw the bridge up behind you, and leave the
world beyond the moat!”1¢ v

Controversy in Vilna

Two unforeseen developments rocked Reb Yisroel's
stay in Vilna. The first was related to Reb Yisroel's
attitude toward matters of health. He accepted doctors’
orders as halacha (Torah law}, implicit in the command of
“orennenl R e ooeen” “And you shall guard your
lives” (Devarim 4:15). When health concerns conflicted
with other halachos, he usually decided with a consistent
leniency as far as the latter was concerned. He seemed
to share Reb Chaim Brisker’s view: " am not lenient in
regard to Shabhos or Yom Kippur; rather I am stringent
in the law of preserving a lifel”1s

Since Reb Yisroel never rendered any halachic deci-
sions in Vilna, not even for his own household,1¢ he
must have experienced enormous conflict during the
peak of a cholera epidemic that devastated Vilna in late
summer 1848. Reb Yisroel had committed himself to
the city’s welfare and rented hospital quarters with 500
beds, with his own talmidim nursing the stricken around
the clock, seven days a week, with patient care on Shabbos
the same as on the other days of the week. As Yom
Kippur appreoached, he feared that the fast would
weaken the people and make them dangerously suscept-
ible to the often-fatal disease. Reb Yisroel hung placards
throughout Vilna urging all who felt weak to eat on the
fast day, to stave off any threat. He did this without
consulting others because he apparently realized that he
would not gain a consensus for such a radical, yet essen-
tial move. Immediately after Shacharis on Yom Kippur,
he himself rose to the bima, and according to some
accounts, publicly made Kiddush and ate some cakes, so
as to encourage all who should to follow suit. Needless
to say, there were great protests, but Reb Yisroel
ignored them and reportedly made his way to other shuls
as well, to urge others to join him.17

1, R, Dovid Luria, see Nesivos Ohr, 109.
12 THM. L p150, gl 5
13_ Shemona Perakim
4. Ohr Yisroel, letters no. 5, 6, etc.
5, Ishim Veshites, Zevin, pp. 64-65
&, Sridei Aish, 1V,289. Some have attributed Reb Yisroel's reluc~
tance to serve as a Rar to his having arrived at halachic conclusions
different from many established local minhagim. T.H.M. 377.
17, T.H.M. 1, 160-161, no. 8 for sources.
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This daring episode provoked strong and mixed reac-
tions in different circles, and was long debated. ® For all
its esteem for him, the Befs Din of Vilna summoned Reb
Yisroel for an uncomfortable exchange,1® with Reb Yis-
roel demonstrating clearly that his command of Torah
knowledge put him beyond their ability to challenge
him.

Pressure From the Haskallah

At that time, the impact of the German Haskallah (the
Enlightenment Movement,) which was enamored with
secular culture) was beginning to make its mark on
Russian Jewry, especially in Vilna. The Maskillim pre-
vailed on the Russian government to help them revamp
the traditional Chinuch by demanding changes in curricu-
lum, and they succeeded in opening several of their own
elementary schools, as well as a Rabbinical Seminary in
Vilna. They promoted an education that synthesized
jewish and secular knowledge for motives that went
beyond a “broader education”; they were aiming at
reshaping the minds and hearts of the youth, distorting
the true face of Judaism.

The Maskillim were attracted to Reb Yisroel by his
all-encompassing knowledge and were fascinated by his
independence and originality, but they had totally mis-
understood him and his attitudes toward halacka, The
Maskillim brought considerable pressures upon him to
serve as head of their Seminary. Russian Minister of
Education Avaroff even interrupted one of his shiurim to
try to influence him with magnificent offers.ze

Some Rabbonim argued that Reb Yisroel, with his rare
gifts, was the only one who could save the situation and

16, Rabbi Boruch Ber Lebowitz, many years later, said a shiur to
analyze the halache in question.

12, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky related details to the writer, as
transmitted to him by Rabbi Dovid Lebowitz “¥1 who had heard the
report from the Chofetz Chaim 975t who had been in Vilna at the
time.

20, See TH.M.,, 1, 164.

21, Zichron Yaakov [, 132. See T.H.M. 1, 165-169 in detail.

22, Atkes, ibid., pg. 191, cites a contemporaneous letter written in
Vilna from the Ginsburg Archives referring to the appointment of a
dean to the Seminary “in place of the Salanter who fled to Kovna.”

23, See Shoil HaZahav of R. Mordechai Eliasberg, introductory chap-
ters by his son Yonassan, p. XII (Warsaw: 1597)

24, Nesivos Ohr p. 113

25, Reb Naftoli Amsterdam in Ohr HaMussar, 1, 78.

26, Father of Rabbi Raphael Volozhiner—father-in-law of Reb
Chaim Brisker and son-in-law of the N'iziv.

7. THM. |, 179-180

28, See ['Toldos HaYehudim B'Kovno by Lipmann (Kaidon: 1931) pg.
228. Shuil HaZahao XV, For full perspective of the Mussar conflicts of
that time, see Pulmus HaMussar, by Rabbi Dov Katz (e.g. p. 21))

2 THM, L 171

20, Ibid., I, pg. 170

21, Zichron Yaakov, 11, pg. 8
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rechart the course of this ill-conceived Rabbinical Semi-
nary, but Reb Yisroel adamantly refused. On the one
hand, he was confident that the Seminary did not have
staying power, and was not worthy of the effort
required to attempt to lead it properly. Moreover, in a
letter to Rabbi Yaakov Lipschitz (later secretary to
Kovno Rav, Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon Spector 9v31), he
explained his philosophy of unadulierated rabbanus: “. . .
knowledge of Shulchan Aruch and piety is not sufficient.
... For psak we require Gedolei Torah!"?7.—and these
would not emerge from a Haskallah-oriented seminary.

The pressures brought to bear upon Reb Yisroel to
head this institution made his continued stay in Vilna
unbearable, so he left for Kovno in the winter of 1848,
... Reb Yisroel was eventually vindicated, for the
government later deemed the Vilna Seminary and its
counterparts in other cities ineffective, and shut them
all down in 1873.22

The Kovno Years

Upon his arrival in Kovno, Reb Yisroel was engaged
by the elders of the city2? to supervise “all matters
relating to piety,” a position he soon left24 to become
Kovno's “official Maggid?s. The Rav, Rabbi Leib Shapiro
»r31,26 had insisted that Reb Yisroel only come to Kovno
if he assumed some official capacity there.2” Reb Yisroel
obviously found this position a fitting forum from
which to disseminate his Mussar approach. Yet, this too
came to a quick end, presumably due to the anti-Mussar
sentiments, which he had hardly experienced in Vilna.26

A New Field of Endeavor

Despite setbacks, Reb Yisroel maintained his vision.
He once wrote: “Give me ten great disciples, and | will
alter the face of our time and revolutionize the Jewish
world!”?9 and this call did not go unheeded. A well-
known philanthropist, Tzvi Neveizer,3 supplied the
necessary means for Reb Yisroel to open a new Beis
Hamidrash. Some 150 students flocked to this new Torah
center, including a number of future Torah leaders—
Rabbi Eliezer Gordon {later Rav and Rosh HaYeshiva of
Telshe), Rabbi Yaakov Yoseph (Maggid of Viina and
Chief Rabbi of New York City), Rabbi Yitzchok Blazer
{Rav of Petersburg), Rabbi Yerucham Leib Perelman
(the “Minsker Gadol"), Rabbi Naftoli Amsterdam (Rap of
Helsingfors, Finland), Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv (“ Alter of
Kelem™), Rabbi Shiomo Dovid Grodzinski (Rav of lvye,
father of Reb Chaim Ozer of Vilna), to mention some of
the better-known disciples.

Reb Yisroel was, indeed, a unique Rebbi. His concern
for his talmidim encompassed all aspects of their lives. In
his yeshiva, he did away with the belittling system of
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Amang Reb Yisroel Salanter's prominent disciples:

Rabbi Eliezer Gordon, Telshe Rabhi Yitzchok Blaser
{Peterburger),

after he moved to Jerusalem

essen kest,?! in which the bachurim were dependent on the
generosity of the local townsfolk, eating paltry meals in
different homes daily. He insisted that kaved haTorak
required that the hosts bring the meals to the yeshiva,
without anyone knowing who was whose specific
guest.32 Even sons of wealthy families ate from these
meals, to put an end to social differences amongst the
students.

He was deeply concerned about the manners and
general appearance of the talmidim so as to inspire proper
respect in the eyes of the local baalei baitim,3? and thus
enhance the young men’s self-image. This effort bore
results, Soon many respectable families, which earlier
had shied away from a son-in-law-"a batlan,” were vying
for chassanim who excelled in Torah.

His Special Energies

The main thrust of Reb Yisroel’s energies, however,
was to produce Gedolei Torah, great Torah personalities,
guiding his students to shleimus-—completeness and
integrity. When he recognized potential in a young
man, he dedicated himself totally to his development 34

With his remarkable insight he realized the aptitudes
and talents of each student and directed him along his
individual path, even though the yeshiva curriculum
was uniform. He organized special chaburos (study
groups) to transmit his ideas. Should an uninvited indi-
vidual enter, Reb Yisroel would cease speaking im-
mediately.3s

This was also a time of great personal growth for Reb
Yisroel. He secluded himself for days on end, hammer-
ing out his ideas, perfecting his own character, later
relaying what he saw fit to his ten select talmidim.3s
Disciples of this era later recalled the profound insights
they gained in these sessions.?” Eventually Reb Yisroel
began to withdraw from offering regular shiurim in Ge-
mora, which he assigned to Rabbi Eliezer Gordon.32

In Kovno, as in Vilna, Reb Yisroel organized individ-
ual Battei Mussar for different strata of society, including
one in the “woodcutters” kloiz,” a structure that stood

next to the sawmill until 1921, when it was destroyed by
fire.3¢
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Rabbi Naftoli Amsterdam

Rabbi Npsson Tzvi Finkel,
Slobodka

Rabbi Yaskov Yoseph,
Vilna and New York City

A New Focus

The great opponents of the now-blossoming Mussar
Movement-—motivated by sincere misgivings—felt ob-
ligated to react despite their reverence for Reb Yisroel as
an individual, They shared many of the fears of earlier
Misnagdim in their opposition to Chassidus—that Mussar
would create a new sect, veering off the mainstream of
Yiddishkeit. This opposition, the fact that Kovno did not
match the challenges and opportunities of Vilna, along
with other factors, brought about a shift in Reb Yis-
roel’s area of activity. Even though Reb Yisroel had won
fame and a following in Lithuania, he spent most of the
next twenty-five years of his life criss-crossing Europe
on various projects aimed at bringing estranged Jews
back to Yiddishkeit, raising the level of commitment of
observant Jews, working behind the scenes to protect
Jews from all sorts of threatening decrees, only return-
ing to Kovno during his final years.

This new phase began when Reb Yisroel visited Hal-
berstadt, Germany, in 1857 for medical treatment. He
stayed on in Germany to begin a major battle against
the Haskallah, which Reb Yisroel saw as the single great-
est threat to authentic Yahadus at that time. Its distor-
tions of Judaism, its misleading humanism, and its
assumption of non-Jewish values were the roots of the
Reform Movement, which Rabbi Samson Raphael
Hirsch was battling in Germany+® and the Ksav Sofer was
contending with in Hungary41. Yet, unlike the Reform

. Zithron Yaakov, op. cit.
B THM.,I 172

38 Sridei Aish, IV, 291

35, Ohr Yisroel, pg. 121
3 THM.,L pg. 174

27 Ohr Yisroel, ibid.

¥ THM. 1, 175,

» T.HM. 1, 176, no. 20

. See The History of Orthodox Jewry in Germany, by Hermann Schwab,
London: 1950.

11, See L' Toldos HaRiformatzion HaDatis B’ Germania V' Ungaria, by Y.Y.
Greenwald, 1948.
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kehillos and rabbinates, Haskallah posed a pervasive and
subtle menace. In those places where Reform had not
yet taken root, Haskallah was an enemy not easily recog-
nized by the naked eye, and the battleground was not
clearly defined. For sure, the Maskillim did not lack
organizational skills, nor were they short of forums
from which to spew forth their propaganda, but their
approach was to subvert, not convert. Leaders of both
Chassidim and Misnagdim recognized the threat of Haskal-
lah, and joined forces in strengthening their positions
and repelling the threat.

12 T.H.M. [, 218-221, 226

43, Eitz Pri

4, As related by Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky

45. This unique Gaon shared an unusual interest in the Gra of Vilna
with those—such as Reb Yisroel—of the Gra’s “Cheder.” a5 evident
from his fruitful collaboration in the fascinating work Eliyas Eliyahu by
Rabbi Yehoshua Heshe!l Levin dealing with the ways and works of
the Gra,

16, Originally printed together with the Tomer Dvorah, under the
title Evven Yisroel.

v THM. I, p. 184

. T.HM. |, pg. 185
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Reb Yisroel, ever the original activist, concluded that
the best defense was a forceful, fresh counter-offensive.
He saw a place for secular knowledge in the overall
makeup of the individual 42 but such knowledge was
only acceptable for the proper reasons, for the proper
people, in the proper time and in the proper place. What
he abhorred was the absence of the perceptible lehavdil—
the recognizable distinction between Torah wisdom and
secular knowledge.s> The two could not be uttered in
the same breath, pronounced with the same gravity,
articulated in the same halls. Chazal {the rabbis of the
Talmud) teach that “G-d has naught in this world but
only the four cubits of halacha.” Secular studies, then,
must be excluded from the rabbinical seminary by the
“only” of the Chazal.

Germany was the source of the plague, and it was
there that he hoped to save what he could.# He settled
in Koenigsberg and was soon deeply involved with the
Jewish youth enrolled in the local university. He sche-
duled regular shiurim in Navi (Prophets) for them, and
was generally aided by the Rav of Koenigsberg, Rabbi
Yaakov Mecklenberg, author of Ha'Ksav V' Hakabbalah.4
While there, he published his Iggeres Ha Mussar (Letter on
the Study of Ethics}46—a work that has been reprinted
scores of times.

The Memel Approach

In 1860, he was in the border city of Memel. An
important port city and mercantile center, it attracted
hundreds of Lithuanian Jews to its commercial oppor-
tunities, which continued non-stop, seven days a week.
Shabbos was not even a nostalgic memory in Memel's
bustling main streets.

Realizing that Berlin exerted a stronger pull on
Memel than did Vilna, Reb Yisroel did not take a harsh,
uncompromising stance against Sabbath desecration in
that setting. Instead, he resorted to a soft, graduated
approach. In his first sermon he explained the concept of
Shabbos to the people on their level, concluding that
Chillul Shabbes at the port was intolerable because of the
writing involved—the major Sabbath desecration of
running a business. He did not discuss the actual porter-
ing of goods. Many agreed that they could postpone
their writing until the weekdays, while the loading and
unloading continued.

Some weeks later he suggested that without too
much sacrifice, it should be possible not to send ship-
ments, even if goods did arrive. This approach too
became acceptable to the merchants. After a period of
time, he convinced them that even the unloading was
not vital—and the Jewish merchants of the city ceased
all their port activities on the Shabbos. A revolutionized
Memel emerged.+?

While there, he lectured in Talmud and Mussar for
young men studying there, caring for all their needs, He
alsolectured for Jewish university students in Memel.45
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“So Much More That I Could Achieve”

As he continued to travel, Reb Yisroels influence
over the hundreds of talmidim and thousands of local
baalei battim only inspired him to persevere. “There is so
much more that 1 could achieve,” was a cornment that
frequently fell from his lips, a theme that never ceased
to haunt him, as many anecdotes testify.

Even a remote hint of the passage of time suggested
to him undeveloped opportunities for growth and
accomplishment. For instance, when he was sitting in a
shul during the auctioning of kibbudim {synagogue ritu-
als), for “100 groschen . .. 200 groschen,” he began to
weep. When asked why, he pointed to his gray beard: Irh
bin grau shon{l am gray already) and {'ve accomplished so
little!”—a reflection prompted by the “groschen” of the
bidding.4?

it was during this time (1860-61) that he published
the celebrated Torah journal Tevunah (Wisdom) to
enhance the prestige of Torah, while promotingdiscus-
sion on the human personality and character refine-
ment.5 [t enjoyed the participation of the Gedolei Torah,5?
and though only twelve issues appeared, it was ex-
tremely popular.

“Amongst My People” (Melachim 11-4}

Reb Yisroel mastered the German language and
adopted the German manner of dress, to advance his
work in Tilsit, Berlin, Frankfurt, Halberstadt, and other
cities.5? As always, he was impeccable in appearance—
shining shoes, sparkling buttons on his frock—dressed
in the manner of a dignified layman. His impact on the
lives of German Jewry appears in restrospect to have
been profound. This was strengthened by his close ties
with Germany’s Torah leadership: Rabbi Ezriel Hildes-
heimer, Rabbi Meir Lehmann, and Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch. He encouraged the founding of various
institutions of learning in Germany, and applauded
organized falacha shiurim for girls.s3 Throughout this
period, Reb Yisroel's correspondence with his talmidim in
Russia®t demonstrated that his passionate concern for
them was unaffected by time and distance. He was even
active in establishing two baffei Midrash between the

years 1865 and 1869 for workers and tradesmen in
Russia.

49, Me'oros Hagedplim
se. See introduction fo Tevunah, no. 1
51. Rabbi Yoshe Ber Soloveichik, Rabbi Yosef Shaul Natanzohn,

Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon Spector, Rabbi Shiomo Kluger %1, among
others.

52, THM. 1, 186

53, Ibid., 192

s4. Ohr Yisroel, pgs. 48-68
5. T.H.M., |, 192

s, Ibid., pg. 193

7. Vilna 1881
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Eventually—between 1869 and 1871—Reb Yisroel
returned to Vilna, when a devastating plague struck the
area, taking his wife, whom he mourned for the rest of
his days. With her passing, Reb Yisroel concentrated
even more on his German activities.5s

Return to Kovno

When he was 67, Reb Yisroel planted a seed whose
growth eventually sheltered all of Lithuania, nourishing
us to this very day with its fruit: the Kollel Knesses Bais
Yitzchok in Kovno. lts purpose—the furtherance of
Hora'ah and Mussar-—Rabbinics and Ethics, by supporting
and guiding exceptional Torah scholars in their
development as authorities. The project received the
blessings, and eventually the name, of the Kovno Rav
and Poseik Hador {the generation’s outstanding authority
in halachal, Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon Spector. It was
joined by such Chavrei HaKollel {fellows) as Reb Naftali
Herz {later Rav of Jaffa), Rabbi Naftali Amsterdam,
Rabbi Chaim {Telsher) Rabinowitz, and Rabbi Yitzchok
Meltzan, among others.5s Reb Yitzchok Eichonon’s son
accepted the administrative responsibilities, while Rabbi
Avrohom Shenker and Rabbi Nosson Zvi Finkel (later
revered as the “Alter of Slobodka”) conducted the inter-
nal affairs of this great institution. Under the latter’s
guidance, publication of the Eitz Pri5” inspired the world
of Torah and Mussar, featuring essays from both Reb
Yisroel and Reb Yitzchok Elchonon—incuding a fore-
word from the then lesser-known Reb Yisroel Meir
HaKohen, author of Sefer Chofetz Chaim.
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The true g}ory of the Ko Iel was reahzed under Rabb1
Yitzchok Blazer (Peterburger), whose rousing sichos (lec-
tures) were the Kollel's life-force. Reb Yisroel would,

56, Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky s, as a disciple of Rabbi Naftali
Amsterdam and the Alter of Slobodka, possesses a wealth of detailed
information regarding Reb Yisroel's Paris stay. He offers the
following:

Under Alexander 11, many reforms in the Russian regime were
realized, ameliorating some of the barbarous policies of Nicholas 1.
The appearance of Jews on the economic and cultural scene, how-
ever, provoked dormant anti-Semitic feelings, even among intellec-
tuals {such as the novelist Dostoyevski). Early in 1883, the Czar was
assassinated by revolutionaries, and the Jews served as a convenient
scapegoat, Terrifying pogroms erupted in southern Russia, and con-
tinued sporadically for several years.

Reb Yisroel, weary but tireless, utilized connections in France to
persuade the Parisian Rothschild to influence his cousin in London to
lend his considerable prestige to pressure The Londen Times to dispatch
correspondents to the scene of these atrocities and to report them to
the Western world.

The Russian regime protested the bad press to the British Foreign
Office, which politely explained that freedom of the press was an
accepted feature of life in Britain. While Russian Jewrys problems
were far from solved, Reb Yisroels clandestine activities were effec-
tive in mitigating some of their more open manifestations.

9. TH.M. |, pp. 230-236

o0 T.H.M. 1, 238
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upon occasion, visit Kovno, and, of course, again
address the Kollel.

Several “second-generation” institutions were then
formed: Reb Simcha Zissel founded the Talmud Torah
in Kelem. In Vilna a Mussar yeshiva was established by
Reb Yaakov Yoseph, while Reb Nosson Zvi Finkel
started the yeshiva in Telshe, and eventually raised the
banner of Mussar in Slobodka with “Knesses Yisroel,”
named for the great mentor of them all, Reb Yisroe]
Salanter.

The impact of these individuals and their institutions
on the future great citadels of learning-—Telshe, Mir,
Kamenitz, Grodno, Kletzk, Chevron, Lakewood, and all
their branches and seedlings—is now part of the vital
history of Torah in Europe and America.

Vilna, Kovno, Koenigsberg, Memel, Berlin—Reb Yis-
roel’s map stared back at him: There is s0 much more to
achieve, He reportedly considered coming to America to
establish a proper Jewish community and formal Kehilia,
but decided against attempting to build a spiritual life in
a country where the atmosphere is set by a constitution
that guarantees separating Church and State, religious
principle and day-to-day life.

Mission in Paris

Yet, Reb Yisroel did move on to Paris at the age of 70,
despite illness and chronic severe headaches {which at
times made it agonizing for him to give public ad-
dresses). Why Paris?s# The generally accepted view is, to
help organize a Kehilla under a qualified Rav. Rabbi
Yehoshua Heschel Levin of Vilna did, in fact, become
Ravthere due to Reb Yisroel's influence. Other claim his
purpose there was to arrange a French translation of
the Talmud. (Reb Yisroel's goal was to have Shas trans-
lated into Russian and German as well.)

His Paris agenda also included offering spiritual direc-
tion for the Russian-Polish elements of the Jewish
community—all incredible undertakings for an aged,
ailing foreigner.5? His living conditions, however, were
horrible, and after two near-fatal mishaps, he finally
left.

Returning to Koenigsberg, he filled a spiritual vacuum
left by the departure of the Malbim from that city's
rabbinate. He made one more trip to Russia to recharge
his disciples with the fire of Mussar, visiting Kovno,
Minsk, and Vilna (where he yet found time to study
some of the Vilna Gaon’s manuscripts). Before return-
ing to Koenigsberg, he instructed Rabbi Yaakov Lip-
schitz to take up his talented pen and to give expression
to Reb Yisroel's opposition to a newly-proposed Rabbin-
ical Seminary sponsored by Baron Ginsburg.c0

The Will of the Righteous
Reb Yisroel, 73 years of age, having achieved what
scores of others may only dream of accomplishing, took

il in Koenigsberg, in his attic apartment in the home of
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his friend and patron, Reb Eliyahu Ber. Reb Yisroel
instructed the household that come what may, no one
was to desecrate the Shabbos on his behalf. This curious
demand was in total opposition to halacha, which Reb
Yisroel himself had so valiantly championed.
Nonetheless, he was not to be dissuaded. He explained
that this was not misplaced frumkeit (piety) or fzidkus, but
halacha: the Gemora rules that shepherds are not to be
saved from disaster since their livelihood is by theft.
(Their animals would regularly graze in neighboring
fields.) “Since,” Reb Yisroel continued, “people provide

1. Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky, who heard it from Binyomin Ber
7~ himself. See also Ir Vilna pgs. transcript of maye.

Shabbos, on 2.5 Shevat, 5643/1883.

me with assistance believing that I'm a fzaddik, I too must
not be saved since I'm living by false pretenses!”

That week, Reb Eliyahu Ber’s son, Binyomin, visited
his sister, wife of Reb Yitzchok Elchonon’s son, in
Kovno. When Reb Yitzchok Elchonon inquired after
Reb Yisroel's welfare, he related Reb Yisroel’s strange
demand. Reb Yitzchok Elchonon replied that he should
relay to Reb Yisroel: “The Kovno Rav says that you
must allow yourself to be saved even if Chillus Shabbos is
involved.”s!

“The will of the devout shall be fulfilled”—Reb Yis-
roel’s final illness had begun on Motza'ei Shabbos, 20
Shevat, and his passing was shortly before sundown, Erer
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Naftoli Bassman

The Child

For the adult who is gentle enough to embrace
with open arms the child that lies within . . .

The child does not stand still
He walks

He wanders

His place so broad

Yet so vague

He walks a paved road
An endless road
A road that has been walked by many

And even now he does not walk alone
For surrounding him,

Encompassing him from all sides
People

Seemingly so grown and self-assured
Gliding effortlessly past

The child struggles
A cold wind blows
The child shivers
A rise in the road

The child stumbles

Did You Know That...

even in our affluent society, there are
pockets of extreme poverty . . . families
who are looking to our Ma’os Chittim con-
tributions to be able to meet Pesach ex-
penses, and otherwise would actually go
hungry!

Help us make their Pesach a happy one!
Write a generous check to

MIFAL TZEDDAKA
V'CHESSED

mail it to: 1680 59th St., Brookiyn, NY 11204,
Funds received—or pledges, telephoned,
by April 13 will be delivered before Pesach.
Yonason lsrael (212) 236-1666
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What lies behind those innocent eyes

Those eyes, reflecting, encompassing the
world around

Fear

Lurking fear

Is it fear of the world without
Of the never ending stress of humanity
Threatening to swallow

Or perhaps

Fear of what lies within

Fear of the unseen

The unknown

Fear of discovering

Realizing

The hidden strengths and secrets
The locked-in key to the future
And the salve to a wound

A deep hurt

Oh, for but a fleeting moment

The hurt flashes forth from behind those
innocent eyes

And the child struggles on

Sensing much, but understanding little

Knowing this much

I am vyet too young to stand still

[

Exclusive Caterers at the Elegant
COTILLION TERRACE
7307 18th Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Open Chupa—Glatt Kosher
Accommodations Up To 700 Persons
We also cater for all your simchas
Bris, Kiddushes, Sheva Brochas, etc.
at home, synagogue, or the hall of your choice
CALL MR. GREENFIELD 436-2112
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Reclaiming Lost Standards

Sidney Greenwald

Knowing “Shas”
Through Mifal HaShas

The forty years since World War Il have witnessed
some heroic attempts at rebuilding the tragic spiritual
losses our people suffered in the destruction. These
attempts have yielded some noteworthy, even remark-
able results. But even with the blossoming of lamdus,
ambkus, and hasmada— Torah scholarship and intensity of
study-—some of which rivals the accomplishments of
many pre-War communities, there is still an area that
suffers a terrible lack. We do not have people who
possess bekiyus—encyclopedic knowledge of all sections
of the Talmud. The universally admired Shas Yid of yore
is almost totally without heirs. Not everybody is en-
dowed with the intellectual gifts that make a broad
bekiyus an attainable goal, but there are definitely some
who could master this key ingredient in Talmudic
knowledge. Moreover, the Talmud in its entirety is
interrelated, in content and in methodology, and bekiyus
in some measure is always essential. Who is reaching
those capable of broad bekiyus, guiding them and inspir-
ing them to master this lost accomplishment?

These past few years have seen a resurgence ininter-
est and activity in exploring, studying, and remember-
ing all parts of Shas. Roshei Yeshiva have consistently been
urging their students to “cover more ground” in their
studies. For instance, exactly ten years ago, the Roshei
HaYeshiva Rabbi Moshe Chevroni, Rabbi Chaim
Shmuelevitz {Mir) n>1z? o33 and, own %730 Rabbi
Elazar Shach (Ponevezh) swow issued a call for broader
scope in studying, urging all yeshiva students to cover
more in Talmud.

One movement in the forefront of this renaissance of
bekiyus is the Mifal HaShas, a creation of the Sanz-
Klausenberger Rebbe, Rabbi Yekusiel Yehudah Halber-

stam p 9w with the backing of just about all prominent -

Gedolei Yisroel in Israel. The Rebbe began this undertak-
ing about four years ago with his own now-widely
heralded Shas Keollel flourishing in several locations in
Kiryat Sanz (Netanya), Jerusalem, and Bnei Brak. The
eighty young men enrolled in this tightly-structured
program--half from the Klausenberger Yeshivos, half
from the broad spectrum of other Israeli yeshivos—
divide their day between two Mesechtos (tractates), usu-
ally pairing together a relatively easier one with a more
difficult one. At the end of each month, they are respon-
sible for a total of 80 blatt Gemora, on which they take

Sidney Greenwald, of Monsey, NY, a musmach of Mesivta Torah Vodaath,
is ackive in communal affairs.
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written examinations, with short answers and essay
questions, finishing the entire Shas the first time around
in slightly more than three years. . . . After finding that
earlier Mesechtos are forgotten without continual chazara
{review}, a comprehensive 400-blat chazara-and-testing
program was instituted every sixth month.

During the first cycle, the learning encompasses the
Gemora, Rashi and Tesefos. The second three-year pro-
gramis a review of Shas, with the additional study of the
Rishonim (the early commentators 11-15th century)-—
with continued monthly testing. The third three-year
cycle includes the study of the four part Shulchan Aruch
(The Codes). Rigorous written exams are also adminis-
tered during this cycle. One striking feature of this
program is accountability: whoever enters the Shas Kol-
lel has a clear goal, and he must account for his time and
his productivity, with continuity and perseverance.

The Klausenberger Rebbe personally oversees this
arduous schedule, which allows no lapses for festivals
and simchas. A sizeable stipend makes other employment
unnecessary. The results have been the discovering of
untapped talent, reintroducing to Klal Yisreel the almost
vanished, crowning accomplishment of Talmudic
scholarship—bekiyus beShas. The first Siyum HaShas, cele-
brating the completion of the entire Talmud by the
seventy surviving members of the Shas Kollel, was
celebrated in Jerusalem’s Binyanei HaUma last year,
with an overflow crowd of Rabbis, Chassidic leaders,
Roshei Yeshiva and bnei Torah.

Rahbi Shimon Schwakb of NY atf Mifal HaShas examination.
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Rabbi Yaakev Kamenetzky and Sanz-Klausenberger Rebbe at Mifal HaShas

mepting.

Mifal HaShas

The concept did not end with the Klausenberger Shas
Kollel in Eretz Yisroel. The option of pursuing a similar
goal in aless pressured environment was opened up toa
broad cross-section of yeshiva students and Kollel
members from all over Eretz Yisroel with the introduction
of Mifal HaShas HaKlalli—(General Talmud Study Sys-
tem) last year. This program entails testing participants
on a specific 30 biatt Gemora every month, rewarding
those who pass with a handsome dollar stipend to en-
able them to continue in this ambitious program, lead-
ing them to completing Shas in seven and a half years.

The response was astounding: Over a thousand
inquiries came in the first week! By the time it was
launched, 1200 people were enrolled in Mifal HaShas,
coming from virtually every type of yeshiva and Kollel
in the country, bringing the annual operating budget to
over $1 million.

Visiting rabbonim have marvelled at the knowledge
that the periodic tests have demanded, and the high
calibre of the responses of the participants. Not surpris-
ingly, the achievements of Mifal HaShas HaKialli have

tFrom left ta vighti: Rabbi R. Tukechinski { Makaril Diskin), Rabbi M.Z, Feldman
fIntrei Emes), Rabbi P.M. Alter (Sfas Emes), Rabbi Y. Bioch {Mifal HaShas),
Rabbi D. Weiss (Shas Kollel, Jerusalem), Rabbi 5. A. Herbst (Mifal HaShas!,
Rabbi D. Povarsky (Ponevezh), Rabbi 5. Shmerler (Sanz), Rabbi N. Karelitz (Kollel
Chazon Ish), Rabli Y. Sofer (Erlauer Ravi,
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Mesting of Roshei HaYeshiva in Israel, Mifal HaShas:

B

No tme for posing (Examination at Mifal HaShas).

spurred the extension of this system to other countries,
bringing Mifal HaShas HaOlami (Werld-Wide Talmud
Study System) to American shores as well.

Personal Footnotes

This writer had the privilege of acquainting Roshei
Yeshivain the U.S. with Mifal HaShas, prior to its estab-
lishment here. While each expressed his enthusiasm for
the project in his own manner, the thread running
through all the interviews was: “In generations past,
especially in the great Lithuanian Yeshivos, thelearning
of Shgs was an ideal everyone cherished. Many Roshei
Yeshiva and senior yeshiva fellows completed Shas in a
one year period”—as did members of the Slobodka
Yeshiva, according to Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky weow.

Rabbi Yitzchok Halevi Ruderman nwvow, Rosh HaYe-
shiva of Ner Israel, Baltimore, related of his own plan to
complete Shas in a one-year period beginning with Rosh
Hashana while he was a bachur in Slobodka. He under-
took the project with great diligence. During the course
of the year, Rabbi Ruderman’s father passed away, but
the tragic news was late in reaching him. . . . During this

Rabbi Y. Grossman { Tomchei Temimim), Rabbi Y. Sofer (Erlau), Rabbi A. Brand
{Otzar Haposkim), Rabbi . Drobkin { Grodna, Ashdod), Rabbi Y. Bratler {itri},
Rabbi M. Shabkes (Belzi.
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time, Rabbi Ruderman somehow felt compelled to speed
up his seven-folios a day program, and he completed his
Siyum HaShas just as he learned of his father’s passing—
in time to dedicate the Siyum to his late father’s memory.

* * *

Enrolling in Mifal HaShas can have all sorts of ramifica-
tions: “Zalman,” a former Kollel man now in business,
insisted on keeping up with the Mifal HaShas schedule.
During reserve duty in the Israeli Army, he was at an
army base deep in the Negev the day before the sche-
duled exam. He asked for permission to attend the
exam, but felt that his request had fallen on deaf ears.
To his great surprise, the chief of the base summoned
Zalman to inform him that a helicopter was being placed

Subscribe, Renew or Give
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at his disposal to fly him to Jerusalem in time for the
test, and back.

There are even cases of hospitalized young men who
discharged themselves to take part in the Mifal HaShas
exams. ... Several Mifal HaShas participants living in
Europe are keeping current with the 30 bla# a month
schedule—with one student offering to fly from Lon-
don to Eretz Yisroel monthly to take the test. It is being
administered to him, in London—-proctored under tight
security, of course.

If we aspire to recapture all the lost glory of pre-War
Jewry, the mastery of Talmud—Mesechta by Mesechta—
each Mesechta from beginning to end, to the point of
bekiyus beShas, the means and the encouragement are
now at our disposal. by

Herzlia—

Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
Torah Academy

is fooking for a yeshiva graduate—with
teaching experience—to join their “mini
koliel” program.
Position includes:
¥z teaching in their day school
Koliel learning and adult education

All inquiries should be directed to:

Rabbi Ephraim Bryks

c/o Herzliya—Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
620 Brock Street

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 0Z4

Canada

THE GAN SCHOOL
WHERE CHINUCH IS DIFFERENT
STAFF MORALE HIGH
CREATIVITY ENCOURAGED
PROFESSIONAL GROWTH SUPPORTED
TISHRE OPENING FOR ONE
EXCELLENT REBBE ONLY.
WRITE GAN, 675 ELM STREET,
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 06511
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Reclaiming Lost Standards

Sinai Maloo

Reaching For More
Through V’shinantom

It would be rather impossible to identify the future
Gadol when he is just a child or a teenager, so as to
concentrate on guiding him in his development. But
how about encouraging young people with potential to
develop their abilities to a far greater extent than they
otherwise would? And then nurturing them to con-
tinue in their growth, reaching for more, while review-
ing and consolidating past achievements? Yeshivos, as
communal institutions, cannot set standards or create
programs that will challenge the more gifted without
frustrating the average student. For this, an outside
sponsor is most useful, And V'shinantom is a case in point.

V'shinantom is a"Made-in-Israel” program-—soon to be
imported to the United States. It is designed specifically
to encourage students of all yeshivos to master the
content of large segments of Gemora, with built-in incen-
tives prodding the superior students to greater learning
intensity and mastery of yet more knowledge.

How It Works

Announcements in the religious periodicals invite
twelve-to-seventeen year old yeshiva students to partici-
patein a closed-book examination on a minimum of fifty
Dafim (two-sided folio pages of Gemora). Knowledge of
specific classic commentaries is also required, in accord-
ance with the level of the participant. Upon registration,
the youngster designates his choice of Dafim to be tested
on—usually the Mesechtn (tractate) he is studying in
veshiva. A permanent file is created, with room for
updates monitoring the student’s progress throughout
his V'shinantom career.

At a pre-arranged time and location, guestion-and-
answer sheets are distributed. Anonymity is assured to
avoid any possibility of favoritism. ... At the ring of a
bell (approximately two hours for fifty Daf} all papers
must be turned in. The examiners, an impartial panel of
talmidei chachamim, closely supervise the proceedings and
may, after the test, question further orally any partici-
pant to permit him to fill in any ambiguous responses.
Great care is taken—the respective Roskei Yeshivos of the
contestants are consulted—to ascertain that Vshinantom
does not adversely affect the students’ performance in
their regular courses of study.

Rabbi Malov of Brooklyn is active in communaf affairs.

22

Learn and Earn

Successful completion of the initial fifty-Daf test—
80% is the minimum score—entitles the kenner (knower)
toa $50award, of which $25is held in abeyance for step
two. At the second stage, the candidate is examined on
fifty new Dafim—in addition to the previous fifty—with
a different set of she'silos (questions} on the original fifty.
A prerequisite at each successive stage is the re-
examination of previously covered Gemora, thus insur-
ing continued review and cumulative mastery—a mark
of all Gedolei Yisroel, vet a difficult demand to make within
the conventional yeshiva program.

Passing step two earns the contestant $100. Hence-
forth only 25%is held for the next cycle. The participant
has by now absorbed one hundred blait (200 pages)
Gemora, has received $100 and has earned an additional
credit of $50 towards stage three.

Bonuses escalate at progressive stages. At step five,
for instance, mastery of 250 bla#t earns the participant
$300, at which point the young man has already
received a total of $725 plus $50 in credit. ... Upon
passing an examination on one thousand blaft, the total
awards amount to $10,400! And this Sar Haelef (prince of
the thousand) may well be the one whom Vshinantom is
really after ... the proverbial one in a thousand who
emerges as a Torah authority.

Why V'shinantom

Most yeshiva students terminate their formal studies
upon marriage, usually when they are in their twenties.
A fortunate minority remain in Kollel a few years, until
they too are compelled to seek means to earn a liveli-
hood. Today, the pressures of providing for a family are
overwhelming. So much of what was learned in the
veshiva tends to evaporate with the passage of time. It
is, indeed, a sorry state of affairs when the erstwhile
“brilliant yeshiva backur” hardly remembers the very
Mesechta which his son is now studying.

The major cause of this problem—by unanimous
agreement of Marbitzei Torah (educators)—is the deplor-
able lack of constant chazara (review). There is insuffi-
cient motivation, not encugh stress, on reviewing a
lesson one hundred times, which the Talmud extolls. As
mentioned, the conventional yeshiva syllabus cannot
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afford to concentrate on more than one--or even on
several—Mesechtos at once. For if the student were to
devote his major energies on chazara of last year's
Mesechta, how and when would he pick up broader
knowledge, in this year’s Mesechta? Constrained by time,
the bachur proceeds on to fresh material each semester,
with minimal—if any--emphasis on chazara. This may
be construed as an inevitable trade-off of some quality
for quantity—an appropriate consideration perhaps for
the “Nine Hundred and Ninty Nine,” but tragically
shortchanging the “One.”

Case History: Starting on Top

“Nechemia” entered the V'shinantom office after regis-
tration had closed. He was dressed in rags-—literally —
his shoes did not match each other. Judging by his
swarthy face, his scrawny body—skin and bones, really,
draped by an oversized jacket, he had poverty was writ-
ten all over him. He convinced Rabbi Shapira, the
administrator, to let him have a registration blank.
According to his answers on the questionnaire, Neche-
mia, at 14 years old, was the eldest of eleven siblings, his
father was an Ashkenazi, his mother a Sephardi. He was
ready to be examined on no less than 350 bigit—on the
spot. Rabbi Shapira, not having tests prepared for his
studies, summoned a bochen (examiner) to compile a test
booklet and conduct the beching (test). The youngster
passed with flying colors, handily earning his $600
award.

His eyes began to swell, and the lump in the throat
became quite visible—Nechemia had noticed that the
amount on the check was for only $450. Rabbi Shapira
explained that this is the procedure—that 25% is held
for the next step. ... Then the child broke down.

“But I need the $600 today,” he pleaded.

“Why should you be an exception?” asked Rabbi
Shapira.

“"Because my mother is in the hospital, and we must
pay a medical bill today.” Rabbi Shapira decided to verify

s

Testing time for Vishinantom participants.
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the young man’s story. A visit to the address—a damp
cellar in one of the poorest sections of Jerusalem—and a
quick chat with the father, an illiterate but pious
laborer, confirmed the facts and much more. . . . The full
amount was issued immediately.

Nechemia has thus far passed his third exam on more
than 600 Dafim with exceptionally good marks (with
cash ondemand, of course . . .}, and continues to grow in
ambition and performance. His twelve-year-old brother
“Danni” recently registered for stage one. V'shinantom is
working closely with other institutions to alleviate the
family’s financial plight.

A classic example of the Talmudic dictum: “Heed the
children of the poor, for from among them Torah will be
forthcoming. . ..”

Drop-Outs and Success

The V'shinantom idea was conceived by Rabbi Ezriel
Tauber (of Monsey) who discussed it in detail with
several prominent Roshei Yeshivos, and won the en-
thusiastic endorsement of a number of Torah leaders
from a broad cross-section of communities.

To date, Vshinantom in Eretz Yisroel has close to one
thousand active participants: Eight boys have passed
stage five and are still going strong. The leadersofarisa
sixteen-year-old whohas mastered over 700 blatt Gemora
with Tosfos. Besides answering comprehension-ques-
tions on his tests, he can recite on demand several entire
Mesechtos, The total number of examinations represent
over 60,000 Dafim and the prizes issued to date total
$100,000. To be sure, with each progressive step, more
contestants tend to drop out, but even the “dropouts”
leave the program having mastered 50, 100, or 200 Bla#t
Gemora, in addition to demonstrating for themselves
that they can review intensively, and that they are
capable of dealing with large quantities of Gemora . . . So

even with an escalating attrition rate, nooneisaloserin
V'shinantom, IOy
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Reclaiming Lost Standards

The 100,000 Mishnayos Probe

At this time of the year, the reports start filtering
in—50 Mishnayos from Aaron in East Flatbush, 500 from
Benjy in Monsey, 2,000 from Chaim in Montreal, usu-
ally adding up to some 100,000 Mishnayos in all. The
youngsters who participate in Pirchei Agudath Israel’s
annual Mishnayoes Baal Peh competition must submit doc-

Erev Shabbos Kodesh
Parshas Bereishis
28 Tishret, 5743

Dear Rabbi Sitbermintz:

1 would like to take this opportunity to give you a
follow-up on my learning. You may remember that
six years ago | won the Siyum HaMishnayos with
3,033 Mishnayos Baal Peh. Sincethen | have Baruch
Hashem been Mesayem the Gemora-—Seder Nezi-
kinand justiast night, Seder Noshim. | currently am
learning Masechtes Shabbos and hope to finish
Rosh Chodesh Kislev. The fact is, that most bachu-
rim can't learn bekiyus in large amounts because
they fail toretainit. | feel that the Mishnayos B 'al Peh
trained my mind and Baruch Hashem { can retain
things. | hope to finish Seder Moed by Pesach and
planto do chazara on Nezikin for a zman. 1t should
also be noted that this is all done during second
Seder, and | am doing iyunfirst and third Seder. nmn
| am hoping to learn Seder Nezikin and Seder
Noshim by heart s wepw.

|think that t am heavily indebted to you, one of the
pioneers of the Mishnayos B'al Peh Contest. May
Hashem Yisborach grant you continued success in
the upcoming Mishnayos B’al Peh Contest.

Sincerely yours,

P.S.if possible, refrain from using my name as Cha-
zal tell us PYM B BB 1272 B8 DMWY ND0N PR,
sounless there is absolute benefitin mentioning my

name, please don't.

umentation to the effect that they did commit at least
one chapter of Mishnayos to memory, and then they join
the celebration.

But what about the super-achievers--those who've
memorized 1,000 Mishnayos or more? Is a slip of paper
signed by a teen-aged group leader enough for the
eleven-or-twelve-year-old who memorized 1200 Mish-
nayos to win his 20 volume Shas?

All candidates for a Shasin the national competition—
those who mastered the minimum 1200—are tested for
several hours by the Debriciner Rav, Rabbi Moshe
Stern. ... The Montreal candidates are submitted to an
exhaustive {and exhausting) test by Rabbi Pinchas
Hirschprung, Rav of their city {who never requires a
text for his oral examinations). ... A twelve-year-old
Brooklyn boy who mastered all Six Sections of Mishnayos
by heart is, as of this writing, in the midst of a laborious,
Mishna-by-Mishna test—in content as well as text—by
Rabbi Yisroel Perkowski (Rosk Yeshiva, Beth HaTalmud
and Rav of Agudath Israel--16th Ave.)—leading to
what?

Some eighty years ago, Rabbi Chaim Soloveitchik of
Brisk expressed pride in one of his sons-in-law for
knowing all Mishnayos by heart. Ironic? Not at all. As
Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky explained it, Reb Chaim, the
master of Talmudic analysis recognized that command
of Mishnayos is an enviable source of precision in lan-
guage, and provides the background for broad knowl-
edge of the Talmud required for advanced scholarship
.. .and others today are following this dazzling example.

Thus we find a young man from the Mid West, now
on the threshold of finishing Shas, writing the office of
Pirchei Agudath Israel to inform the director that his
impetus came from the time, when but ten, that he had
memorized 67 Mishnayos, and told his father, “I did it! Il
bet [ can do a whole thousand Mishnayos”—and he did.
(See box) o
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| Hagaon Harav Elazar Schach, shlita:

8 <..Chinuch Atzmai has increased the number
of schools and students... a very great
accomplishment...But by far not enough...

Our responsibility is every
Jewish child in every

{ community and settlement
in Israel...”

f@ /MJUA/ ’3§—f/f/ ‘

In the past 8 years, the Chinuch Atzmai-Torah
Schools network has opened new schools in the
following communities:

Bais Yaakov Ha'ari Kiryat Herzog Sanhedrin

Bat Yam Maale Amos School for Deaf

Chatzor Migdal Ha'emek School for

Chatzor Haglilit Nes Ziona Special Education

Dimona Nvei Yaakov Tifrach

Emanue! Old City (Jerusalem) Tirat Hacarmel

Ezras Torah Ramat Aharon Yerucham

Holon Ramat Elchanan plus 60 classes of
Ramot

Special education

922" anIrey

INHD

The number of Torah kindergartens was PRI

increased from 63 to 235.
New mesivtos were opened in:

Acco Bet She'an

Acco Bet Sh Ramle Inject Torah
shdo erusalem Rosh Ha'ayin s

Ashkelon Kiar Shalem Tieras into the
Ba: Yam Lod Tzefas

Beer Sheva Netivot

Lifestream of Israell

The net increase in enroliment was more than
7,000 children.

38 COMMUNITIES HAVE ASKED US TO OPEN TORAH SCHOOLS _
HELP US SAY YES TO EVERY CHILD

I MEET THIS HISTORIC CHALLENGE NOW! TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL

i CHINUCH ATZMAI »NJ NpYyn T¥NH 100 I

l 167 Madison Avene. New York, NY [0G16 {212} 889-0606 .

I Establish a new school........................ s $100,000 CEnclosed find my contributienof $ |}
Establish a new kindergarten. ..........................25,000 —

l Establish a new classroom.............................. 10,000 CPlease accept my pledge of $_ l

| Nassi Layom.........oooii 1,800 Name l
Sponsorachild...................... S e 360

B Membership.. ..o 200 Address :

hn“““’u--ﬂﬂﬂ----H-“‘~-~~--ﬂ------J
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DMINYT AP TP 1IN I P
A VOICE CALLS FORTH FROM ZION
THE BESEECHING CRY

OF THE ORPHANS

We are stunned and bewildered by the terrifying report of the iragic, untimely
death of four esteemed young men, among the finest in Eretz Yisroel, taken from your
midst by a disastrous car accident.

Out of the wreckage of this catastrophe cry the voices of the widows and more than
thirty orphans left Rachmono Litzlan without a provider and no means of support.

Woe is to us! Who will heal their broken hearis?

Now we can only turn our eyes to Hashem and to you, our dear brothers, to help
these poor orphans!

Openyour hearts and contribute to the Fund that has been established for the care
and sustenance of these unfortunate widows and orphans so that they may be helped
now-iN THEIR DESPERATE TIME OF NEED!

May the A-mighty hear our prayers and prociaim an endto all grief and suffering-May he mend all hearts broken by
tragedy-May the A-mighty, father of all orphans, biess those who open their hearts and their hand and grant them
Bracha and Hatzlacha forevermore!

SIGNED BY:

Rabbi Alexander Asher Babad ( Tartikov) Rabbi Yaakov Horowitz

Rabbi Moshe Zvi Arye Bick { Telshe Beis Medrash, Boro Park)
{ Beis Medrash Beis Moshe) Rabbi Yechezkel Horowitz (Vien)

Rabbi Simcha Bunim Ehrenfeld (Matersdorf) Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetzky ( Torah Vodaath)

Rabbi Moseh Feinstein ( Tifereth Jerusalem) _ Rabbi Arye Malkeil Kotier

Rabbi Elya Fisher (Gur Kollel) {Beis Medrash Govoha)

Rabbi Yisroel Chaim Menashe Friedman Rabbi Arye Leibush Leizer
{Satmar-Williamsburg) Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Meisels (Shafran)

Rabbi Mordechai Gifter { Telshe) Rabbi Moshe Neuschloss {Skvers)

Rabbi Yoseif Grunwald (Puppa) Rabbi Yisroel Avraham Portugal (Sekulener)

Rabbi Yoseif Moshe Grunwald Rabbi Yissachar Ber Rolenberg (Voidislav)
(Arugas Habosem) Rabbi Yechezkel Roth (Satmar)

Rabbi Pinchas Hager (Vizhnitz) Rabbi Yerachmiel Yisroel Sekula (Sadovria)

Rabbi Yaakov Yoseif Halberstam Rabbi Dovid Singer (Anshei Sfard, Boro Pk)

Rabbi Shlomo Halberstam {Bobov) Rabbi Avraham Chaim Spitzer

Rabbi Shlomo Dovid Halberstam {Beis Medrash Ohr Chayim)
{Klausenberg) Rabbi Moshe Stern (Debrecin)

Rabbi Fishel Hershkowtiz Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum (Satmar)
(Halein/Klausenberg) Rabbi Pinchas Teilz (Elizabeth, NJ)

Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz Rabbi Aharon Wieder ( Klausenberg}

{Agudath Israel-Boro Park)
WE ARE CALLING ON EVERY CONGREGATION IN EUROPE, U.S. AND CANADA

TO HOLD AN APPEAL FOR “KEREN YESOMIM” ON SHABBOS AND

SEND CHECKS AND MONEY ORDER TO THE ADDRESS BELOW.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
“KEREN YESOMIM” c/o MR. ASHER J. SCHARF
1421 52nd STREET., BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11219
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 851-1511 OR 435-8152
Committees in all cities are being formed.
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Bracha Rishona

“A Penny for Tzeddaka” ...
Two Sides of the Charity Coin

I. When Children Collect

Erev Yom Tov, busy Mrs, K. sent her two boys, Muttie
and Yitzie, ages seven and four-and-a-half, collecting tzed-
daka on her block. “They'll be out of my way, accomplishing
something good at the same fime,” she reasoned, and refurned
to her work. Yitzie was equipped with a large half-filled
pushka, while Muttie, the "big” one, took a book of “raffles”
{dime and quarter receipts). Their neighbor gave them each a
dime. Yitzie's dime went into the pushka. Muttie, who had
neglected to take along a tzeddaka box for his raffle change,
used his pocket—his left-hand pocket, since his right-hand
pocket contained his own change for nash.

Down the block they walked, until they grew fived. Sitting
down on a stoop fo rest, Yitzie turned his pushka upside down
to see which coins he could spot. A quarter, dimes and a
penny,” he mumbled. He poked his finger in, and pretty soon,
he pried the dime loose and it tumbled onto kis lap. Innacently,
he put it into his pocket. Then—"T'm hungry!” he moaned.
“Let's gef a faffy!”

" K., obliged Muttie. " have snack money. Let's goi”

They ran off to their faverite grocery store, pushka and
pocket clanging as they ran. (A nickel slipped out through a
hole in Muttie's jacket pocket, but he didn't notice.) Yitzie used
his “newly-acquired” dime, Muttie took two nickels from his
left pocket {instead of his vight onel, they said “Shehakol,” and
sucked their taffies with unadulterated joy,

This little scene is enacted, with slight variation, more
times than we care to admit, especially during prime
seasons, when tzeddaka campaigns in the schools are in
full swing. Poor innocent children! Their mothers are
busy, true enough. But are they really too busy to take a
moment or two to evaluate—for in the final analysis,
they and the fathers are the only ones who can and are
obligated to evaluate: “Is my 414 year old really ready for a
pushka, unsupervised? Might he not be better off by just
accompanying his older brother, or perhaps, holding a
pushka only under the strict and watchful eye of a much
more responsible sibling?” Or: “Is my six or seven year
old really ready to handle raffles on his own?” If yes, he
surely must have either a tzeddaka box to deposit the
change directly, or at the very least, an envelope or
secure bag or container.

Such honest evaluations and careful precautions, as
well as appropriate instructions and directions, are part
of true chinuch—correct orientation and approach to this

B. Rishona is nom de plumme for a Braoklyn housewife who writes children's

books.
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sacred mifzva,

Tzeddaka—a pillar of our world—a savior of lives—a
vehicle powerful enough to change a Heavenly decree
for good! Are we perhaps taking this noble concept too
lightly? ... Are we treating it with the respect, calcula-
tion and care that the Torah mandates?

One young mother of my acquaintance has recently
introduced a thoughtful pattern into her household.
Well before candle-lighting time on Fridays, she gathers
her children around her and hands them each some
coins. After she deposits her own traditional Erev Shabbos
pre-candle-lighting charity, accompanied by her per-
sonal prayer for the spiritual well-being of her family,
each of her children reverently drops coins into the
various fzeddakz boxes. Tzeddaka to them is becoming

synonymous with meticulous care, reverence and ke-
dusha-—holiness.

II. When Adults Pledge

“Rachamonim, Bayshonim, Vegomlei Chasadim ., . They are
merciful, have shame, and perform acts of loving kind-
ness ...” three noble traits, implanted deep within the
soul of every Jew by a common father, Avraham Avinu.
So they pursue charitable and benevolent acts, and per-
form deeds of kindness, aid, sustenance and relief to all
of mankind.

: Take the bustling Boro Park section of Brooklyn, as
an illustration in point. No one can deny the heavy
emphasis its residents place on izeddaka and chessed—
charity and kindness. Walk an avenue, turn down a
street, open the door of a modest office, and find the
source of hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of
relief and assistance for hundreds of indigent, strug-
gling families citywide—sustained by tzeddakns money. . ..

Turn down a common looking alley on a Thursday
evening—but don't be shocked by the whirl of activity
going on. And take care not to trip over the hundreds of
boxes and bags laden with chickens, fish, challos, cake,
grape juice, fruits and vegetables, earmarked for distri-
bution to families who cannot make it on theirown. ...
Most of this food is purchased with our compassionate
dollars.

Stroll down an avenue at 10 a.m. and hear a van horn
honking. A line of people file in, and off the van goes on
its errands of mercy, stopping at every major hospital in
Manhattan, discharging visitors to the sick and lonely,
to spread good cheer, or to bring a thermos of home-
made soup. . . . Follow similar vans to hospitals where
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the chronically ill lie waiting for the sound of those
blessed footsteps, which signa) the arrival of helping
hands, ready to feed them the spoonfuls of food that
they cannot bring to their own hungry mouths ...
crucial, life-saving endeavors, made possible by our
contributions.

Yes, we are a nation that cares, worthy children of
worthy giants and leaders who showed us the way. . ..

You are cordially invited . . . to g testimonial dinner . . . an
anniversary banquet ... a festive Melave Malka ... a
garden party . . . astrawberry festival . . . an elegant luncheon
... a candlelit supper . .. a Chinese auction . . . a Turkish
Tea . .. a parlor meeting. . ..

On Sunday afternoons, a weekday evening, Motzaei
Shabbos . . . men and women are busy, rushing from one
fundraising event to the next ... with a sense of deep
concern and obligation to our people, for the welfare of
Am Yisroel, wherever they are found; for Jews and
organizations in the United States, in Israel, in Russia.
Truly remarkable!

Living Up to the Legacy

However, as conscientious and upright Jews, it be-
hooves us to survey our activities, and be as equally
self-searching as we are self-praising. We can always
strive to reach greater heights. Larger donations? For
sure, whenever possible. But even more so: Do we live
up to our word even when it involves a modest dona-
tion? Do we always honor our commitments? Do we
follow up on the oral pledges that we so easily utter?

Congregation Tefillos Yisroel is a prestigious Kehilla,
boasting many very well-fo-do, charitable congregants, David
L., an established C.P.A., always at the top of the roster of
danors to every worthy cause, has recently suffered a serious
financial crisis. He tells no one, however, and valiantly tries to
maintain his former standurd of living, Ak the next Shakbbes
appeal in shul, he cannot disappoint the Gabbai, the Rabbi, or
{naturally) his friends, so he overextends himself, and pledges
his customary large sum. Somehow he will manage to come
through, he thinks. Buf the pledge goes unpaid . . . for weeks
... months ... and years. . .

Rochel 5., a popular young mother has made many new
friends at the first luncheon she atiended, given by her son's
new school, One of the chairladies of the event is especially
friendly, and calls her up three weeks later. She asks Rochel to
be a sponser for her tea, for the benefit of a poverty-stricken
family about to marry off a child. Anxious to continue to please
and impress, Rochel agrees to a $50 Golden Sponsorship. . . .

The invitation to the tea arrives shortly thereafter, complete
with a refurn envelope, and a Sponsor Pledge Reminder Card,
with Rechel's pledged amount filled in. The lower left of the
outer envelope, foe, is efficiently stamped SPONSOR. Rochel
neatly files the invitation and envelope away. As if furns aut,
she is unable to attend the tea due to a cold, and the return
envelope lies neglected in her drawer. Other pressing needs and
bills come up and demand payment: credit eards, orthodontist
bills, overdue tuition, a private tutor, Yom Tov clothing for

2B

the family—all true and legitimate needs. Rochel receives a
reminder call from a hostess bwo months later, buf somehow,
the matter is again forgotten, And so pass weeks . . . months
... and years.

With the passage of time, these matters become so stale and
hazy that the sponsor forgets ever pledging, or becomes positive
that she paid, putting a close to the entive matter.

A closer look at organizational files would disclose
some sad facts: too many pledges—shul pledges, dinner
pledges, women'’s sponsorship pledges—are going un-
paid.

Of the total collection-deficits of many organizations,
which reach astronomical sums, neglect and forgetful-
nessg are prime factors. Ignorance of the stringency of
the spoken pledge to charity is surely another contribut-
ing cause for default in payment. Whatever the reason,
the situation should not continue. Tzeddaka funds are
sacred funds and we cannot overemphasize our obliga-
tion to deal with them with responsibility and honesty.
We should pay special heed to pledges made under
severe emotional tension or stress, which may be
beyond one’s ability to pay. Understandably, emotions
play a strong role in tzeddaka fundraising, but reason
must always be in control.

III. Disbursement With Responsibility
Is This Cause Necessary?

In addition, we sometimes tend fo undertake causes
that are simply not necessary:

Family B., enjoying a modest, average income, experienced
a financial setback when the hushand-breadwinner lost his
job, Mrs. B. bemoaned her husband's unemployment to her
close friend, Mrs. L., whe immediately telephoned another
mutual friend, Together they plotted to give the family a
substantial donation from some public funds they had collected
in a geneval neighborhood project, whick they were in charge
of distributing, They purchased a bank check and mailed it to
the family anonymously. Much later, it was discovered that
the wife’s brother had been filling in some missing financial
carners, and, together with some savings earmarked for a
future simcha, the family had been able o manage for the
duration of the temporary situation, without the additional
Mysterious Check.

Acting on a gut reaction, two well-meaning tzeddaka
collectors allocated sacred public funds. Obviously, a Rav
should always be consulted in such a situation, to
determine whether or not there exists a need for a
disbursement of funds. A private individual should
never take responsibility on his or her own shoulders
when it comes to collecting charity from the public, or
disbursing it, but should always seek rabbinical en-
dorsement and guidance.

The first and last words to all tzeddaka involvements
should be: Tzeddek tzeddek tirdof—Pursue righteousness
with righteousness. Doy
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Im saving for my
retirement. Thats

a great idea.

L

[m saving on income taxes
while ] save for retirement.

Thats a Greater Idea.

Theres still time to reduce your
1983 income taxes,with a Greater IRA.

Act now and save. Open your Greater IRA on or
before the date you file your 83 Federal tax return
and save on taxes fwo ways.

1. Working martied couples can invest up fo $4.000
in high interest IRAs at The Greater, and deduct
the entire amount from their taxable income,

2. In addition, no taxes are due on your IRA
deposit, or the interest it earns, until you retire
{when your tax bracket will probably be lower).

Single persons can deduct up to 32,000 yearly.
and married couples with one working spouse up
to $2.250. And anyone who's safaried or sell
employed and under age 70'%, can enjoy the ben.
efit of a Greater IRA, even if you're covered by a
pension plan.

See how much you can save in taxes. A working
couple in the 50% bracket could save $2.000 on
Federal taxes alone this year, plus savings on NYS
and NYC taxes! [ower tax brackets emjoy propor-
tionate savings.

See how vour retirement fund can grow

e et 10 Years 20 Years 30 Years 48 Yeury
S0y . .
Tdndund §15.47176 | 35439860 | 314637093 L 3374 299 50
Cnntidsuhnon

EMALTAG 3 E205a0 B | 3329, 4

53| FM42 128 KR

SHLENTOG 213594 4] | LARE.ANE | SLAUTHIE L

Figures are based on a consonl 9 annusl (Nerest ke compoamdl
and credited monthiy Flowever, the bank camat gusrantee this

Your Greater IRA isn't taxabie until you retire.
Neither Uncle Sam, the State nor the City can
touch your IRA fund untll withdrawals begin
between ages 59% and 70 So your Greater
IRA defers taxes until you retire. and provides
substantial deductions from taxable income each
year you contribute! The law requires substantial
interest and tax penalties for withdrawals before
age 5944,

The Great

Castomer Service: 212-965.7526. In Bmukl7yn

New York Savings Bank

: Fifth Ave | 9th and Hih Ste . 96575000 » Choreh and McDangid Aves., 435-4300 « 181 Ave and East 2nd St 435-4100 « Seventh Ave. and
President 51, 789-41(K} « Bay Parkway and 671k St., R37-8400 « Lith Ave. and 53rd St 4369585 « Neptune Ave. and Wes! Sth St., 996.4108 » 1045 Flathush Ave. at Duryes Place. 282 . 7560
+ 1550 Flalbush Avenue at Nosand Ave | BSS-5300 [ Manhattan: Lexington Ave, and East 51st S, 752 82452 » Broadway and West 79th St . 8733730 [In Queens: Hilkide Ave, at 179th St
2913100, In ivassau: 222 Siation Plaza North and 3rd Ave., Minecta, 516 A7.6106 In Westchester: Caldor's Shopping Center, 535 Baston Post Road. Port Chester, NY 914 937-6760

Many plans to help vou save more. In addition to
the plans other banks offer, The Greater has a num-
ber of innovative ideas to help you earn higher
interest on your IRA, and 1o save the most on
taxes. Come in and let us help you select the {RA
that best suits your particular situation,

Interest and principal are insured up to
100,000 by the FRIC. Minimum deposic $250.

Start earning tax-deferred interest now.
Remember the sooner you open your Cireater
1RA for 1983, the sooner you start earting lax-
sheitered interest. You don't have to deposit the
maximum amount each year, and you can skip
years il you have to. The Greater does not charge
a managernent fee for handling your IRA. More
information about Greater IRAs and other
accounts can be obiained from our Service
Representatives at any Branch Office. Or cal our
Pension Plan Department at {212) 965.7528.
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® Bais Medrash for the
serious talmid age 17-23.
® Shiurim in lyun, Bekius,
Chumash, and Mussar.

® Strong Ruach of learning.

For an interview contact:

RABBI AHRON GARFINKEL
Seven Cameo Ridge Road

Monsey, New York 10952

{914) 352.6214/356-0888

GIFT HEADQUARTERS

Unguotably Low |  Fitz & Floyd Genuine Colored
Prices on 14K Fine China Stones. Set in
Goid Earrings. inventory 14K Gold
100's of designs | Clearance Sale | Earrings.
to select from at Once in A Reg. 90.00
unbelievable Lifetime Savings | SALE 36.00
prices. Talking Alarm Clocks — GIFT SETS

50% OFF! Sge Us For Special Savings

all 14K On A.T. Cross Pens &
Gold Jewelry Pulsar Watches

PESACH SALE! [ Inventory sate 25% '

50% OFF ON ] 50% off all gifts |
ALL JEWELRY FREE PULSAR ALARM
BUY ALL TYPES OF CLOCK WiTH |
JEWELRY DIRECTLY | PURCHASE OF $150.00
FROM THE FACTORY!

JUST ARRIVED: Beautiful Sterling Sitver & Silver Plated Gifts, Kiddush
Cups, Liguor Sets, Mayim Achronim, Candlesticks,
Wine Bottles, Wash Cup & Basin, etc. Starting at $7.49. Reg. $15.00.

-l

SARA SCI-EEN%BER SEMINARY

is now accepting registrants 3 from continental U.8.
and for communities abroad to its

DAY SEMINARY CLASS
of 5745 (1984-85)
and to its

RESIDENCE HALL

Rabbonim, Mechanchim, and Baalei Batim are
invited to avail themselves of @ Bais Yaukov educa-
tion for their daughters with accompanying stand-
ards of excellence in Chinuch.

Cnr curricwlum covers all major areas of Tanach,
Mussar, Machshava, History, and Halacha, in ad-
dition to a vast array of supplemental topies, such as
Special Education, Speech Therapy, and Art Skills.

Interested parents and principals may call or
write for clarification and/or registration

Rabbi M. Meisels, Dean
Sara Schenirer Seminary
4622-14th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(212) 633-8557-8

Schedules for Evening Seminary and
Institute for Special Education sent upon request.

| HERITAG
CATERERS

NOW E-X-P-A-N-D-I-N-Gl

Now famous for our Glatt

Kosher Catering at
M of Great Neck

now also avaitable at .

4816-13th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 Please present
(212) 438-3200 | this ad.

Shomer Shabbas / Open Sundays :

- iy | |
H@ Piotrkowski’s | .. .
u INTERNATIONAL ENTERFRISES 1 with any
It's Just A Step To The Lowest Prices! i purchase.

a0
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YOUNG ISRAEL

OF STATEN SLAND
CREST HOLLOW Country
Club, Woodbury, LI

The EL CARIBE,
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn
BAIS YAAKOV of
Brooklyn in Boro Park
and at ail Leading Hotels
Including NEW YORK
HILTON, VISTA HOTEL

Remember .. not onfy is
our food Glatt and Dek-
ciQus, but we are "Glatt” in
our business practices. with
meticuicus attention o
every detail. Qur word s as
" good as goldgl”

HERITAGE wall also
cater Kiddushes, Sheva Bra-
chot, etc., elegantly .. but
at modest cost.

HLASS ADV.

Piease call Moshe Pruzansky for an appointment
HERITAGE CATERERS, INC.

(212) 438-2700
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The Latest Books for Qur Children

Once Upon America, Jewish Stories of Here and Now,
by Blima Deutsch Silverman, illustrated by Faygie Silverman
(NY, 1983, Feldheim, $6.95).

It has previously been pointed out in these columns
thatit is rather easy to produce a good book for the very
young, but extremely difficult to write for the pre-teens
and teens. Here we need books that are down to earth
and true to life, and at the same time, convey the right
values—without moralizing and preaching. The present
book truly lives up to this goal. Its stories are mostly set
in the United States of today; they beautifully reflect
what moves children, their fears and desires; and they
lead the reader tolook at life and its happenings with the
eyes of Torah. It is to be hoped that the author and
illustrator will produce many more such works.

Savta Simcha and the Cinnamon Tree, by Yaffa Ganz,
illustrated by Bina Gewiriz (NY, 1984, Feldheim, $8.95).

This beautifully produced volume is the second Savta
Simcha book, starring this loveable giddy Savta as the
central character. Would the young readers adopt her as
a role model and measuring stick for grandmothers in
general? This reviewer, for one, is not worried about

this point; nor does he think they will believe that.

pigeons at the Kosel Hama'aravi fast on Tisha B’Av, orthat
the color of flowers can be changed by changing that of
the garden shed. They might possibly consider such
suggestions funny; but without any doubt, they will be
impressed by the spirit of Gemillas Chessed, love for the
Holy Land, and longing for the speedy coming of
Moshiach, which permeate the pages of the book. More
one cannot ask of a work; it is highly recommended.

it 7T -Published weekly L
97, Stamford Hill, London, N. 16, Englan
" Annual subscription Airmail $48.00. Surface Mail $25.00
Write now for your free sample copy
E Published by Agudath Isvael of Grear Britain
|- It pays to advertise in The Jewish Tribune

The Three Merchants, and other stories, by Shaindel
Weinback, illustrated by Yosef Dershowitz (N'Y, 1983, Meso-
rah Publications, $9.95—hardcover, $6.95—softcover)

This volume, the latest addition to the Artscroll
Youth Series, offers an exceedingly readable collection
of stories for the young readers. Set in older times as
well as the present, in the Western world as well as the
East, they present a variety of new and exciting plots—
not a small feat, considering the tendency of many
Jewish story-tellers to follow the same traditional plot
lines. On a rare occasion, the author makes use of an
expression or phrase that might be somewhat difficult
for the younger readers; but nowhere will that interfere
with their ability to follow and enjoy the stories or to
absorb the lessons to be gained from each storv. Hope-
fully, Mrs. Weinbach will continue to provide us with
such valuable reading material.

i Expertise in financial planning. investment

FEIVEL KIRSHENBAUM, Ph.D.

FINANCIAL ADVISER

selection, tax strategies, retirement and eslate
planning.

Registered Investment Adviser. Twenty years
of experience in financial analysis. No sales or
commissions. Absolute confidentiality.

(914) 352-1919
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We are Oren :
ﬁ PASSOUVER @i
Bt thru SUCCOS Pues
¥
Enjoy a Traditional Atmosphere hﬁﬂ!ﬂ}ﬁﬁ
amidst aver 200 lovely rolling acres..with ™
delicious Glatt Kosher Meals and Excellent Accommoda-
tions. Cholov Yisroel & Glatt Meats, INDOOR POOL-5auna-
Whirlpool-separate swimming, a Kosher L'Mehadrin house,
a Hotel as warm and friendly and as reliable in Kashruth as
' your own home. WRITE OR CALL FOR BROCHURE & RATES.
LAKE HOUSE H
\ NOW BOOKING - |§oODRIDGE. N.Y. 12789
GROUP PACKAGIES

(9'14]434-7800 or (2121923-8600
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Mitzvos, Mitzvos, Everywhere in Midos Land, by
Ahuea Mandelbaum, illustrated by Rivka Malka Hess (Phila-
delphia, 1983, $3.00).

This is the third volume in a series marked by original-
ity and enthusiasm. This particular volume represents a
collection of stories, each built around a pisgam (a Rab-
binic slogan) and a song to fit the theme. The Mussar to
be gained from each story is spelled out clearly—for
older children perhaps somewhat too heavily—and the
points are all well taken. This reviewer was just wonder-
ing whether the first story (in which children plan, as a
surprise, to bake a cake) should have been accompanied
by a warning against putting on a stove or making a fire,

Hameir L'Yisroel, a workbook on Shemiras Haloshon, pub-
lished by Yeshivath She’erith Hapletoh (Baltimore,
$2.00).

This is not a juvenile reader, fiction or non-fiction,
but innumerable children will enjoy and benefit from
this book. Ingeniously designed, it teaches the main
rules of Shemiras Halashen, the prohibitions on evil talk
and slander, by means of graphic illustrations; and fol-
lows through by presenting the young student with
questions on the rules taught. Ideally, this workbook
should be used by schools to teach this crucial aspect of
Torah living; however, it can actually be workedon by a
youngster under the direction of his parents. It is very

difficult to develop at a mature age sound habits of
Shemiras Halashon; by making it so much easier to intro-
duce these difficult halaches to children, this workbook
will hopefully enable us to inculcate stricter observance
of these laws in our community. Certainly every effort
should be made to have it used as widely as possible.

TheJewish Kids Catalog, by Araya M. Burstein (Philadel-
phia, 1983, 1.P.S, $10.95).

This work is an interesting effort to produce yet
another “catalog”—a collection of data, lists, and infor-
mation of interest and value to Jewish children. The
various departments of the book are certainly well
chosen; they cover history and holidays, songs and
crafts, information on names and on cookery, and many
other areas. Unfortunately, however, the execution of
the idea is so flawed as to make the book unsuitable for
our children. For instance, the book projects the idea of
“three branches of Judaism”; in fact, it lists outstanding
Jewish personalities-—but not one of the 34 personali-
ties named after the Vilna Gaon is a Torah personality.
(Stephen Wise, not surprisingly, is listed as a matter of
course.) Basically, while this work stresses Jewish iden-
tity, it does not tie this identity to Torah standards and
values, in disregard of Rabbi Saadiah Gaon's famous
dictum that “our nationis a nation only by virtue of the
Torah.” Regrettably, the field is still open for a new
effort to produce a satisfactory work of this kind. %
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THE FINEST QUALITY

ask for Dagim

Frozen Fish
from the people who know fish best.
Flounder

Sole RN
COd W:‘ﬂw?:lr;;y“um
Canned Salmon S

& Tuna

Kosher Le'mehadrin for Pesach and year round.
Under the hashgocho of Rabbi J.J. Spiegel,
of Ostrov-Kalushin, of Brooklyn.

Attention Hotels, Nursing Homes, Restaurants:
All our products are available in
institutional packs.

iatali-alnl -dulhiy
P.S. Our breaded products are not Kosher for
Pesach—enjoy them year round.
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AGUDATH ISRAEL MEMBERSHIP:

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME!?

® After years in yeshiva, | was unable to
find a suitable job in chinuch. Agudath
Israel’s Project COPE enabled me to
learn a profession in a kosher atmos-
phere and then found me a job through
its placement service.

® Although I leave work early on winter
Fridays and don’t work on Shabbos and
Yom Tov, I was able to find a good job
in government or business because of a
faw prohibiting discrimination against
Sabbath observers. { Apudath Israel
pioneered legislative efforts for Shabbos-
observer employment laws.}

FUPRIURPRIPS. SPCEYS

YOUR FAMILY:

# Through Pirchei and Bnos youth activ
ties, my children have recreational
opportunities that provide then with |
wholesome activities and companion-
ship on Shabbos afternoons and other
non-school times. !

® Camp Agudah and Camp Bnos pro-
vide my children with an outstanding
summer vacation that bolsters the |
Ruach instilled in them during the %
school year. ]

® Because of the excitement of Pirchei
Siyum Mishnayos and Hasmodoh Corn
tests, my son has learned hundreds of
Mishnayos and devoted scores of vacar
tion hours to Torah learning.

® Thanks to the Apudah’s Senior Citizen

b By,

YOUR
TORAH STUDY:

#® I wanted a chavrusa on my level to

YOUR WALLET:

® My children receive free bus transporta-
tion to and from school, relieving me of
the cost and trouble of carpooling them
to school or sending them alone on
subways and buses. { Agudath Israel is
the prime defender of this benefit for
yeshiva children, under regular attack
by the separation-of-church-and-state
lobby.)

® The yeshivos my children attend receive
tens of thousands of dollars in govern-
ment aid, without which my tuition
would be much higher, and my children
would have to do without library
books, slides and filmstrip projectors,
and other educational aids the schools
couldn’t afford to buy on their own.
(Agudath Israel was instrumental in get-
ting laws passed that forced the state
and city to stop treating religious school
children like second-class citizens. And
today, when your yeshiva administrator
needs help in applying for or retaining
such government aid, Agudath Israel’s
staff is the address he turns to.)

learn a specific Mesechta with me on a
particular schedule. Asking around and
posting notes got me nowhere, Then |
called Agudath Israel’s Chavrusa data
bank and found a great learning

shidduch.

® Because of the impression made on me

by Agudah’s Daf Yomi Siyum Hashas
in Madison Square Garden, | made a
special effort to become one of the tens
of thousands of Daf Yomi Yidden. Four
Mesechotos later, I'm still going strong!

YOUR HOME:

® I was concerned about the fringes of my

Boro Park/Flatbush neighborhood.
Would I have to flee again, seek another
house at a sacrifice, and again pay into
building funds for new chinuch mosdos,
shuls, and mikvaos in a new neighbor-
hood? Agudath Israel’s Southern
Brooklyn Community Agency is doing
protecting our property values by
rebuilding and repopulating these
fringes.

Center, my uncle and aunt have a plac
to go every day for companionship,
Torah programs, and hot lunches.

® Because of The Jewish Observer and Do,:

Yiddishe Vort, my entire family hasa 1
monthly contact with reliable, Torah—a
true views and analyses of current
Jewish events, presented articulately,
artistically and in good taste. {Did you
know that these magazines’ income
from ads and subscriptions covers onl
a fraction of their cost and they are
dependent on large subsidies from
Agudath Israel?)

YOUR HEALTH:

® ] am self-employed and had been
unable to buy anything better than a
mediocre health insurance plan at exor
bitant prices. But now my mind is at
ease; [ just joined Apgudath Israel’s
brand new Blue Cross/Major Medicaij
Plan. It provides low deductibles, 365-
day, 100% hospital coverage, full
maternity and hospital nursery cover-
age, and premiums I can live with. ‘

U IR USSR

CONVINCED?

Agudath Israel is not only the standard-bearer for lofty
Torah ideals; its daily activities affect your pocketbook,
your family, your own spiritual development. But these
activities are not self-supporting. They require your help.
Since you benefit, shouldn’t you join? Why not fill outand
mail the membership coupon today? I's only $25 a year . . .

truly one of the great bargains today.

o

Name

I'm convinced, sign me up! Enclosed is $25. {

Address

City, State, Zip

Mail to: Agudath Israel, 5 Beekman St., NYC 10038
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'FUNDRAISER

A computer aid designed for
yeshivos, institutions and talen-
ted administrators
s increases productivity
¢ enhances your effectiveness
& pays for itself
This integrated, on-line, state-
of-the-art system inciudes:
* tuition and ptedge processing
s donor profiiing
¢ dinner pianning/accounting
e Yartzheit management
¢ journal maintenance and
accounting
e selective reporting
* auiomatic letter writing
» word processing
* A/P-G/L !
+ list management
» mailing label/rolodex/
Statements/receipts
For more information or a dem-
onstration attach this ad to your
tefterhead and mail it to:
Autocomp Systems Corp.
32 Alturas Road
Spring Valley, NY 10977
or call:

L _{212) 484-0911/(914) 425-0221__

HOME
ATTENDANTS

needed for

HOUSEKEEPING AND
PERSONAL CARE

for the

DISABLED AND
HOMEBOUND

good pay and benefits
Boro Park, Bensonhurst and
Flatbush Area
fuil-time live in positions only

Project OHR Inc.
{Office for Homecare Reterral}
1308-40th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11218
853-2700

TESHUVA (RETURN)

The realization happened in a moment
Yet the transition took many years.

I can’t remember exactly when
1 discovered HaShem within me.

I didn't know He was there all along . ..
Waiting . ..
Hoping for me to open the right door.

—Marsha Shine

Marsha Shine is a member of Rabbi Hiilel Belsky's Sunday Night Class in
Memphis (see JO, Nov. "83).

Certificate of Kashruth =

JW3IN TN
of THE B. MANISCHEWITZ COMPANY
OME MANISCHEWITZ PLALA, JERSEY Trfv, N J, oTaid
Witk the help of G-d, Jupusry 5, 384
Resh Chodesh Shvat 5744

The underwigned BOARD OF RABB1S certifies chat all food producte produced
by THE B, MARISCHEWITZ COMPANY are wnder our strict supervisiom.
In addition e oul conscant visits in the plants whers KANISCHEWITEZ food
preducts are prepated, produced amd packed, there are permanent Hashgichim,
learned and plous men, present at all times, to make cerrsin that the

Therefore, all products bearing the MANISCHEWITZ label such a8 matzo and
maL¥o preoducte, gefilre fish, borscit, soup mixes, baby SCeALE, macaroons,
cotMies, randies, cake mixen, meltzer, pickles, chicken, beef and vegetarian
soups and orhet foods, inatitutionsl and individyal, are Kosher for all year
arcund and for Passover if marked Xosher for Fassover Ip Bebrew or English,
beyond & shadow of & doubt.

entire production im conducted in mcrordance with the serict requirsments
ef Kaghruth which we have established.

Only Glatt Kosher mest# are used ip all MANISCHEWITZ meat products and all
baked goods are Paa Yisrcel,

Also, all food products bearing the MANISCHEWITZ label much 88 matzo,

Tem Tanm crackers, bresd, posdles, dried soup wmixes, herring and margarioce,
produced for the whole year and not for Passover are prepared apd packed
under our Btrict supervision and are Kowher, beyond » shadow of s doudt.

All meats used in Manischewitz products are Glatt Koshert
No gorn syrup or other kitniyus is used in any Manischewitz products.

BOARD OF RABBIS
143 Bay Streer, Jersey City, N, J. 97302

Rabbi David L. Siiver

Rabbi Chaim Karlinsky
Rabbi of Harrisburg, Pa.

Vice President, Union @ odox
- Rabbis pf the United States and Member Executive Board.
Canada {Agudas Harabbonim) Agudas Harabbonim

Rabhi inusl Gertinger Z j {bbi Maurice L, iﬂ:ta

Rabbi, Young Israel of West Si Rabbi, Young Istael of Parke
Metiber Administrative Board. Presidium, Rabbinical Beard
Agudas Harabbonim

of the Brenx

Member Adminisyrarive Board.
Agudas Harabbonim
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B proudly presents to the English-speaking public a book which will

; DTy

FINALLY ARRIVED!

An exceptional book geared to enrich the young Jewish adult in his
outlook and knowledge of our laws and traditions.

KESER TORAH PUBLICATIONS, for the first time,

quench the thirst of the curious young adult who thrives to broaden his
knowledge of the whys and wherefores of our laws and traditions.
Written in an original and interesting style to appeal to the young
reader, this most informative text provides insights to the fundamentals
of Jewish heritage and their practical application in everyday life.

' P28 9RY is a definite must for every Jewish household!
THE IDEAL BAR-MITZVAH GIFT!!

Available at better Hebrew bookstores. If your local seforim dealer does not
have it, ask him to call:

Keser Torah Publications: {212) 851-1593/851-8129

WE NOW HAVE AVAILABLE 12
0Z. PROCESS AMERICAN

CHEESE IN PACKAGES 18 INDI-

VIDUALLY WRAFPED SLICES.
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under the sun!

AVAILABLE N ALL THESE TASTY FLAVORS:
SUCED AMERICAN CHEESE » SUCED SMOKED »
SUCED MUENSTER « MONTEREY JACK « PEPRER
JACK + ONION JACK » CARLIC JACK « CHEDDAR
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NTOYIYW TONINIM) NUR 9O 1
DYIAN DAY PUPTAR
b teiatalb it i}l
ANV 903 TV

Cholov Yisroel
cheese

Put a little sunshine on your table

and enjoy healthy snacks and sandwiches
of delicious new Shemesh cheeses

under the supervision of the Tselemer Rav.
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The Chofetz Chaim and

the Compromise
on the Great Divide

prevent the recurrence of such reli-
gious malfeasance,
RABBI MOSHE SHERER
Prestdent
Agudath Israel of America

Last month’s JEWISH OBSERVER, devoted to the Fiftieth Yahrzeit of the
Chofetz Chaim 9*3Y, also featured a report on Denver’s conversion program
involving the cooperation of the city's Traditional, Conservative and Reform
rabbis, which resulted in the acceptance of several hundred spurious converts to
Judaism—actually non-Jews—as authentic Jews. The JO article was based on
exhaustive inferviews by the INTERMOUNTAIN JEWISH NEWS with
Denver’s rabbis, which was published as a twelve-page supplement to that
newspaper.

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, president of Agudath Israel of America, wrote a letter
in praise of the newspaper’s coverage which, in furn, inspired a letter of protest
to him from Denver’s three Traditional rabbis. The three also submitted their
letter to the I]N for publication——making it @ matter of public domain. The two
letters, with Rabbi Sherer’s response to the latter, are printed below to offer the
readers insight info the thinking of three of the men responsible for this painful
chapter in religious compromise in America, and some speculation as to what
the Chofetz Chaim would have said in regard to discussing these events in
public.

To the Intermountain Jewish News

Editor:

I want to express to you my
heartfelt congratulations for the spe-
cial edition of your newspaper ex-
posing the arrangement which a
number of rabbis in Denver had
made concerning conversion proce-
dures, which under the guise of
“unity” enabled a large number of
non-jews to become certified as Jews.

Not only have you scored a jour-
nalistic coup, but you have indeed

performed an invaluable service to
the Jewish community in this coun-
try and in Israel. The tragic conse-
quences of this spiritual chicanery is
mind boggling.

The two magazines published by
Agudath Israel of America, The Jew-
ish Observer and Dos Yiddishe Vort will
carry feature stories about your
report and its implications.

Above all, the publicity engen-
dered by your special section will
put other Jewish communities
throughout the nation on guard, to

Erom Three
“Traditional” Denver Rabbis

Dear Rabbi Sherer:

Through your letter to the In-
termountain Jewish News you, who
purport to be the great defender of
Hulakha, are guilty of violating many,
many Jewish laws. Among them
are:

1. It is forbidden to condemn
anyone for any offense without
learning firsthand about the nature
of the case, without allowing the
accused to explain his actions, with-
out carefully scrutinizing and re-
viewing all the events which took
place. (See Rashi and Tanchuma on
Genesis 11,5)

2. To scurrilously libel jews pub-
licly is to be guilty of slander, gossip,
causing humiliation, and speaking
falsely. (See Chofetz Chaim, Shmi-
ras HaLoshon)

3. To seek to divide a community
which is harmonious and happy is to
destroy, Kav'yachol, the unity of G-d
Himself (See B'rochos éa)

We invite you to meet with us to
discuss the issues.

We would like vou to explain tous
why Orthodox, Conservative and
Reform Rabbis should not make an
attempt to correct a grievous prob-
lem which plagues our community
and communities throughout the

land.
New York Polarization?”

We would like you to explain why
we, in Denver, should import New
York’s terrible schism and polariza-
tion between Jew and Jew, and move-
ment and movement.

We would like you to explain why
we, in Denver, should replace “love
of Israel” with “unwarranted hat-
red.”

We would like you to explain to us
why you would rather excoriate
Jews in the press than meet with
them face to face.

The Jewish Observer / March 1984
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We would welcome your pres-
ence in our midst and we are pre-
pared to engage in a free and open
exchange of ideas. This would be
more in keeping, we believe, with
the letter and the spirit of Jewish

Law. rapsI DaNIEL GOLDBERGER
RARBBI JEROME LIPSiTZ
RABBI STANLEY M. WAGNER

Rabbi Sherer's Reply

Dear Rabbis:

I would be glad to meet with you
in Denver to explain my position on
the ill-conceived partnership that
you had made with Reform and
Conservative rabbis for a united
conversion procedure, but my sche-
dule makes that impossible. Before
submitting my brief letter to the
Intermountain Jewish News, and writing
my article on this subject for the
latest issue of Des Yiddishe Vort
(Shevat-AdarI),1discussed this sub-
ject with several outstanding Hala-
cha authorities. As you know, after
its exposure, your project drew sharp
criticism from the broadest circles of
Orthodox rabbis in this country.

I waited for almost two months
before 1 tock my pen in hand to
write my views of your mind-bog-
gling geirus procedure, as described
in the Intermountain Jewish News, hop-
ing that you would deny the accu-
racy of this story, but you never did.
In fact, one of you—Rabbi Daniel
Goldberger—wrote a letter as pres-
ident of the Denver Rabbinical
Council to IJN on December 16
extending your “congratulations . . .
for this remarkabie journalistic ef-
fort ... land you wrote that] these
complicated and controversial issues
were handled with much sensitivity
and fairness. [The editors} accomp-
lished a noteworthy achievement in
making such a document available
to the public.” How strange, then,
that you fault us for basing our con-
demnation of your conversion pro-
gram on a newspaper account that
you laud!

If, as your letter declared, you are
“certain that it will be referred tofor
many months to come ... as an
important source of American Jew-
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ish sociology,” what further “scrut-
iny and review” beyond the 12-page
supplement in the IJN is necessary?
Your little Mussar preachment
that we “are guilty of violating many,
many Jewish laws” by condemning
your grossly irresponsible practice,
inveking the Chofetz Chaim, no
less, would be amusing were this
situation not so tragic.
Unfortunately, your citing of the
Chofetz Chaim as a source to forbid
denunciation of your project, indi-
cates an appalling lack of knowledge
of his views and practices. The Cho-
fetz Chaim publicly denounced those
who openly acted against Torah
interests. I refer you to his famous
letter Elbonah Shel Torah published in

- 1929 regarding the Vilna Rabbinate,

in which he states: “I therefore pub-
licly declare that in all matters in-
volving the guarding of the Faith, it
is a mitzva-—a sacred duty—todoali
that one can, and there is not the
slightest fear of violation (of the
laws of lashon horal”

Similarly, to drag out the old
canard that those who fight the
influences of Reform are “dividing a
community,” flies in the face of the
experience of our people. It is the
deviationists, those who are res-
ponsible for the shocking pace of
assimilation which plagues our peo-
ple, who are “destroying the unity
of G-d Himself,” and not—as you
charge—those who expose them.
This slogan of “Jewish unity” is con-
stantly being distorted and exploited
by the Reform leadership, to the
detriment of Jewish interests, as
you well know. I am deeply sad-
dened that in this instance you join
them in misusing this hallowed con-
cept.lam sure you are in agreement
with me, for Rabbi Wagner, for one,
is quoted in that lnfermounigin Jewish
News report as stating: “I think the
lesson that we learn from this six
year experiment was that it is er-
roneous to build the idea of Jewish
unity on religious or ideological
compromises.”

What Price “Jewish Unity”?
After all, what price should we
pay for “Jewish unity”? Should we

be willing to accept fraudulent in-
quiry in a conversion procedure?
(You yourselves describe how you
simplistically asked the conversion
candidate “Will you observe dietary
laws,” when you admit that this
ambiguous question was designed
to avoid eliciting a response con-
forming with halacha.) And should
we as the price for unity be willing
to mislead the Israeli Rabbinate by
issuing certificates to spurious con-
verts that they are “kasher {'khol davar
shebikadushah?

My heavy schedule simply does
not permit me to plan to visit your
community in the foreseeable fu-
ture; our meeting would have to
take place in New York. I would
welcome an opportunity when you
next come to this city to explain to
you why the Torah world is shocked
and dismayed not only by your vio-
lation of halacha, but by compound-
ing the offense through continuing
to justify it—except for Rabbi Gold-
berger’s rueful comment: “In retro-
spect, in hindsight, it may be that it
should have been realized that when
you get into the interpretation of
Jewish law—it should have been
kept separate. The conversion pro-
gram was done because we felt
there was a need for Klal Yisroel, for
unity in the community and perhaps
we went overboard in that particu-
lar area.”

Meanwhile, those of us who have
access to public awareness, have an
obligation to continue educating the
public through every possible means
about the nature of the “spiritual
chicanery” and “religious malfea-
sance” inherent in the “unholy al-
liance of QOrthodox-Conservative-
Refarm rabbis” on geirus procedures
(terms used by me in my letter to
the editor), to make certain that this
should not recur in other Jewish
communities. True Jewish unity can
only be based upon:

FNR TR I PR YD
RABBI MOSHE SHERER
¥
*The One-ness of Israel is bound with the One-ness of
G-d—and His Torah, the expression of His wisdom.
Denial of G-d's revealed Torah violates this basic tenet
and undermines the Gne-ness of His people.
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And special means Kedem. From world-renowned
vineyards in France, Italy, California and New York. Rated and
recommended by leading wine critics and editors,
Kedem wines are superior to the world’s great wines

. for one special reason, theyre kosher.
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Letters to the Editor

The Many Facets of
Mr. Mendlowitz

To the Editor,
Rabbi Chinn’s masterful portrayal
of Reb Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz
(Sept '83} succeeded in making the
man alive again for me—an inspir-
ing experience. Nonetheless, there
are several items missing—inevit-
ably, I suppose--that are essential to
an appreciation of the many facets
of the man and the scope of his
accomplishments.

e As a mechanech, he dealt with
mind, heart, spirit, and—yes—the
body, too. I, personally, have passed
on the wisdom expounded in his Pir-
kei Avos class, where he explained:
“Torah is good with derech eretz, for
the exertion of both obliterate sin—
At the end of the day, if your mind
isn’t fatigued from learning, if you
aren’t worn out from physical exer-
tion, you're open to all kinds of dis-
tractions. Learn until your mind is
numb, play until your body aches—I
mean you, masmidim!—and you will
not be troubled by restlessness or
intrusive thoughts.”

e While Rabbi Chinn captured
Mr. Mendlowitz’s Chassidic fervor,

The Jewish Observer / March 1984

he only alluded to Reb Shraga
Feivel’s conviction that the Lifvishe
derech halimud (the analytical method
of Talmud study associated with the
Lithuanian yeshivos} was essential
to his concept of Torah Vodaath. He
went out of his way to engage out-
standing Lithuanian Roshei Yeshiva,
including such giants as Rabbi
Kantrowitz, Rabbi Moshe Rosen
(wmpr ws), Rabbi Dovid Lebowitz,
Rabbi Shlomo Heiman, Rabbi Reu-
ven Grozovsky, Rabbi Elivohu Cha-
zan 12725 0373 and gen® 912 Rabbi
Yaakov Kamenetzky w7, He un-
doubtedly had differences with
them, but recognized that their ap-
proach o Gemora met a very specific
need.

e Although he started out as a
humble businessman who entered
chinuch by default, Reb Shraga Feivel
was a visionary who adjusted his
vision to meet the changing needs of
dynamic times. Thus at a Yahrzeit
gathering a few years after his pass-
ing, several talmidim each recalled, in
separate addresses, how their Rebbe
had realized that the top-most prior-
ity for the yeshiva was to produce
Torah-imbued laymen; mechanchim
and educators to reach the masses of
chilldren in the hinterland; Gedolei
Yisroel to replace the vast destruc-
tion of World War [1in Europe. Con-
traditions? No. All were telling the
truth, for each recounted Reb
Shraga Feivel’s shifting reaction to
the changing scene: Torah-imbued
laymen in the 30’s, teachers of Torah
in the early 40’s, followed by Torah
giants after the losses of World War
became a compelling factor in set-
ting the agenda.

e As architect of the American
yeshiva system, he consulted with
Gedolei Yisroel on every step he
took—as Rabbi Chinn recounted. It
is imperative to note, that in 1926,
when Reb Shraga Feivel asked the

Torah giants of Europe if he should
open an “English” high school, he
was told “Yes,” as a horo'as sha'ah—to
meet the needs of the hour .. . with
the understanding that the situa-
tion should be under periodic review.

Four years later, just after Yeshiva
Rabbi Yitzchok Elchonon had opened
Yeshiva College in Washington
Heights, the lay leadership of Torah
Vodaath insisted that Reb Shraga
Feivel also open a college in Torah
Vodaath. They claimed that between
the attractions of Brooklyn College,
City College and Yeshiva College,
Torah Vodaath would lose its stu-
dent body. He replied that his man-
date from Reb Chaim Ozer, the
Rogatchover Gaon, and others, only
covered the years of compulsory
schooling, through high school.
They continued to insist, and in
response he offered his resignation.
Needless to say, the directors re-
lented.

Thank you once more for publish-
ing a superb autobiographical sketch!

BENNY ZIONS
Brooklyn, NY
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Mr. Mendlowitz:
The Personal Dimensions

To the Editor,

The personality of many great
men affect his followers in different
ways. Writing a profile in the space
of a few pages that encompass the
multifaceted greatness of a man like
Mr. Mendlowitz is a herculean task.
Rabbi Chinn's article is an excellent
portrayal of Mr. Mendlowitz as the
man of vision and achievement who
inspired the character of our Torah
community. It does not, however,
illicit the strong feelings and mem-
ories that | experienced as a boy in
Torah Vodaath.

Rabbi Chinn’s article emphasizes
the influence Mr. Mendlowitz had
on his disciples through his power-
ful and unyielding personality; but it
is not the strength of his character
that lingers with me, it is the soft-
ness of his spirit. His concern for the
total well being of every student
superceded his expectations for in-
tellectual acheivement. As an orphan
during the depression years, I per-
sonally benefited when he concerned
himself with my daily needs. Before
he arranged for my afternoon chav-
rusa, he made sure that [ would eat a
nutritious lunch, and it was that
concern for all students that left an
indelible mark with us. He frequent-
ly asked about my widowed mother
and the economic situation at home.
His love for the human spirit ex-
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tended to people outside the yeshiva
walls.

His relationship to baale battim is as
significant and long lasting as his
relationships with his best telmidim.
If we perpetuate the humanity that
he imbedded in our spirits, then we
are truly disciples of Mr. Mendlo-

witz. Louis M. GLICKk
New York City

“The Boss” —
Will There Be Another?

To the Editor:

My compliments on the wonder-
ful article by Rabbi Chinn on the life
of Mr. Mendlowitz.

I am sure that Rabbi Chinn omit-
ted the well-known fact that Mr.
Mendlowitz was called “The Boss”
because of kinuy shem—it is forbidden
to use a nickname. I, however, al-
ways thought that the term “The
Boss” was never a nickname, but
rather a description of his job title. ]
have been told that he was well
aware of the terminology, and was
pleased with it.

In this modern day and age, titles
are bandied about indiscriminately.
We use the titles “Horav Hagoan,”
“Hagoan Horav,” “Rosh Hayeshiva,”
etc. In my opinion, the indiscrimi-
nate use of these titles is an insult to
the persons who really deserve the
title.

It is interesting to note that no
one is called “The Boss.” It would be
wonderful if more people would

o T e - YU ——
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strive to emulate Mr. Mendlowitz
and reach the high madreiga of being
called “The Boss.”
BERNARD BERGER, EsQ.
New York City

Reb Shraga Feivel —
Greatness as a Child

To the Editor:

Rabbi Yitzchok Chinn deserves a
yasher koach for a masterfully vivid
portrayal of the life and times of Reb
Shraga Feivel and his laying the
groundwork for the American Torah
community. Regardless of what one
writes of this outstanding personal-
ity, much of the life and accomp-
lishments of “Nistar Mendlowitz”
continues to remain hidden.

Permit me torelate astory told to
me by his late sister, Mrs. Frayde
Kaufman, v When he was a young
bachur, in Humenne, Shraga Feivel
had already begun being different
and innovative—so much so that he
was the subject of controversy
among the local baglebattim: he was
seen on several occasions with a
newspaper sticking out of his pocket;
he was “caught” studying Nach—
which in many circles was consi-
dered improper because of the undue
emphasis the Maskillim place on its
study. He also dared to teach Torah
to his sister, almost unheard of until
the founding of the Bais Yaakov
movement some twenty years later.
His father, who was known as “Reb
Moshe Vilager” (originally from the
town of Vilag), also “felt the heat”
generated by the townspeople who
could not tolerate the boy’s conduct.

When a well-known Rebbe visited
Humenne, (it may have been the
Sanzer Rebbe . . .), the baalebattim
insisted that Reb Moshe take Shraga
Feivel to him and discuss his prob-
lem boy with the Rebbe. Reb Moshe
complied and brought his son to the
Rebbe. After they spent an hour or
so together, the Rebbe told his
father, “Reb Moshe, your son is a
gadol, You must show him respect;
when he enters the room—you must
stand up for him.” His prediction
was more than justified.

A VINTAGE TALMID
(NAME WITHHFLD BY REQUEST)
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Memo on Reb Shraga Feivel

To the Editor:

Below is a memo that | circulated
amongst my faculty members. After
you read it, I'll share their disap-
pointing response with you:
MEMO TO:

ALL JEWISH STUDIES TEACHERS
SUBJECT:

JEWISH OBSERVER ARTICLE
FROM: RABBI AISENSTARK
DATE: OCTOBER 31, 1983

I made 36 photo-copies of the 11
pages of the attached article so that
each one of you could have your
own copy to read and re-read. The
article appeared in the Jewish Ob-
server, a magazine which always con-
tains interesting and relevant ar-
ticles.

The story of Rebbe Shraga Feivel
Mendlowitz is a most inspiring biog-

graphy of a man dedicated to au-
thentic Chinuch.

In all my years in education, L have
never read about a personality who
devoted his life to Jewish education
on the level of Rebbe Mendlowitz. |
was so impressed that I wanted each
one of you to read to read this mar-
velous story. Although we are not
able to match Reb Shraga’s accomp-
lishments, we can certainly try. We
can see what can be done with true
dedication

[ would welcome your comments
on this article.

The results? A waste of my Xerox
machine. Almost all thirty-six fa-
culty members had already read
{and re-read) the article.

(Rabbi) SHNEUR AIZENSTARK
Principal
Beth Jacob of Montreal

Conservative: Inherently Reform

To the Editor:

I read with interest Rabbi Nisson
Wolpin's article “The Further Re-
forming of Conservative Judaism”
{Nov. 83).

Living in and, administering to
the Jewish community in Orange
County, California {John Birch So-
ciety country), I can state clearly
without equivocation that the dem-
arcation lines that may have once
existed between the Conservative
and Reform movement are now
quite blurred. Other than one Con-
servative clergyman who has
achieved national prominence due
to his right wing stand (within the
Conservative movement), there is
little left that the movement is con-
serving.

It has been said that the Conser-
vative movement is to Judaism what
immunization is to physical health.
By giving the body small amounts of
avirus—and challenging it to defend
itself against it—the body creates
antibodies, to the point that it will be
able to ward off the illness even
should it come back in a more viru-
lent form in the future. The Con-
servative movement (unlike the Re-
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form movement) gives just enough
Yiddishkeit (if it can be called such) so
that its members will be insensitive
to the Divinity of Torah and mitzoos
and will be turned off to Yiddishkeit;
this is certainly the case with its
youth. They retain a smattering of
Yiddishkeit, thinking that they know
what they have rejected and as such,
remain immune to teshuva in the
future.

Rabbi Wolpin’s article addresses
the Conservative misinterpretation
of the Gemora in Menachos 29b, offer-
ing his own interpretation. May 1
respectfully submit an interpreta-
tion from the Lubavitcher Rebbe

wow on the same Talmudic pas-

sage which also has relevance to the
very same issue:

Why was Moske Rabbeinu discon-
certed if, indeed, Rabbi Akiba sur-
passed him in Torah scholarship?
Was not Moshe Rabbeinu arav mikel
haadam—the most humble of all
men? And by paying homage to
Moshe Rabbeinu later by referring to
“Halacha L'Moshe MiSinai"--does that
suggest that Moshe Rabbinu's ego had
to be satisfied?

The Rebbe’s interpretation:
Moshe was not at all concerned

about Rabbi Akiba's scholarship,
even if it surpassed his own. Moshe
was concerned that since Rabbi
Akiba, with his understanding, was
able to reach even the level of Sod--
mystical implications (inherent in
the interpretation of “Tagin”), then
where was Rabbi Akiba’s transcen-
dental commitment beyond his com-
prehension? He feared for Rabbi
Akiba, lest he be committed to his
understanding of G-d rather thanto
G-d Almighty Himself.

When Rabbi Akiba replied to the
query “How do you know this?” by
stating “Halacha L'Moshe MiSinai,”
Moshe Rabbeinw's composure was
restored. Indeed, Rabbi Akiba, too,
has that level of commitment that
transcends his understanding.

The Conservative Movement
prides itself with its scholars. It goes
without saying that their perception
of scholarship is radically different
from our perception of scholarship.
But even were we to momentarily
concede scholarship to them as well,
what they do not have and will not
have is a commitment to the Divine
that transcends scholarship, and that
is the crux of the fallacy that is the
Conservative Movement.

{(RABBI) GERSHON SCHUSTERMAN

Long Beach, Cal,
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Handelman Does Not Stand Alone

To the Editor:

I read Susan Handelman’s article
{*Stranger in a Strange Land,” Oct.
‘83) with great interest; most of
what she discussed applies to the
single man, as well.

She makes a few points, however,
that could be misunderstood and
require some clarification. “Of the
613 mitzves, only a very few depend
on one’s marital status. Before G-d,
ultimately everyone is alone; the
ultimate definition of a Jew is in rela-
tion to the Creator and the Torah,
not to one’s spouse, or children, or
car pool. . . . The single womanis no
less a person, no less a Jew than her
married counterpart.”

Obviously, she is not suggesting
that the single girl is virtually the
same as the married woman, or she
would not have written the article!
She herself mentions at the begin-

_HOTLINE
TO JERUSALEM

In time of iliness, surgery or

crisis, special prayers will be

recited at the Western Wall and

ot our Yeshiva in Jerusalem.
CALL 24 HOURS

(212} 871-4111
A FREE PUBLIC SERVICE OF
The American Rabbi Meir
Baal Haness Charity

KOLEL EMERICA
132 Nussau St. o N.Y., N.Y. 10038
To Order Our Pushka, “A Segula
For Good Health, Huppiness And

Success”, Call (212) 871-4111.
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ning of the article, “the home is
probably the cenfral institution in
Orthodox Judaism, in many ways
even more impertant than the syn-
agogue.” A closer look at Chazal will
show that while before G-d a person
may well be judged alone, that
judgment is infricately related to how
he stands with his family, friends,
and his whole community. In fact,
Chazal tell us that even should a man
deserve to die, G-d will allow him to
live because he is needed by his wife
and children, or because he is an
essential part of a virtuous com-
munity.

Her plea is that the single girl
must be treated like a person, which
is certainly the case. We single folk,
however, do have some pery basic
questions to ask ourselves before
heaping shame on others for not
helping us: Do I really understand
all that marriage entails? How do
my friends perceive me? How do 1
present myself to them? Do Ireally
know what [ am looking for? These
are just a few of the points which
may be the key to understanding
why it is taking so long.

Of course, in all situations, assist-
ance must be given. But let’s doit as
a team! The person who tries to
understand, and do his part, will get
amuch better response from people,
than someone whose attitude is just
that of: “Why aren’t you doing more

for me?” BRUCE FIELDS
Silver Spring, Md.

Not All “Strangers” Are Lonely

To the Editor:

In response to Susan Handelman'’s
article “Stranger in a Strange Land:
Plight of the Single Orthodox Wo-

O T . T S

man,” (October '83) I would like to
relate my experience to you. I am
one of Miss Handelman’s “special
people”: a single, 28-year old divor-
cee baalas teshuva. | have a profession
also, another factor that according
to Miss Handelman should further
my alienation from the Orthodox
community. Much to the contrary,
the generous hearts and warm
homes of many Bnai and Bnos Torah
have been opened to me.

Through the first period of my
“return,” when [ lived a student’s
life with a husband in graduate
school, through my divorce and
years in nursing school, 1 did not
find myself a threat to my married
Orthodox friends. I lived in Chi-
cago, attended classes at our shul and
in people’s living rooms, a part-time
learning program for women, and
had many a schmooze over coffee with
religious friends. They shared their
lives with me, and I could speak my
heart to them. While I was working
night shifts, the year I changed the
way | dressed, the year [ tightened
my kashrus and covered my hair, they
were there with me, I was tutored in
davening by a woman with seven
children of her own. I was booked
for Shabbos three weeks in advance.
And I was questioned with real
interest: how are you, what's ficw . . . the
usual questions, but not just super-
ficial social ameneties. Not just
waornen my age, not just other baaler
teshuva, not just single women or
other “professionals.” Rabbonim,
their wives, married friends with
children, older people with grand-
children, couples with plenty of
friends and family to fill their Shabbos
tales without including questing,
gquestioning strangers.

They may have one and all been
formally and personally so generous
to me because they felt obligated to
“do a mitzva,” but | doubt it. Because
the genuine giver has the hallmark
of loving the vessel that receives his
gift. Rav Eliyahu Dessler explains to
us (from Michtav Meeliyahu, transla-
tion by Aryeh Carmell):

We usually think it is love which
causes giving because we observe thata
person showers gifts and favours on the

The Jewish Observer / March 1984



e
£

one he loves. But there is another side
to the argument. Giving may bring
about love for the same reason that a
person loves what he himself has created
or nurtured: he recognizes in it a part of
himself.

Last year, my need for learning
unsatisfied in Chicago, I left my job
as an Intensive Care nurse and came
to Jerusalem with a duffel bag and a
box of books. I was taken almost
immediately into a Yeshiva for Baa-
los Teshuva, for older women with
little basic skills and some back-
ground in Orthodox life. Chazal tell
us that if we make a hole the size of a
pin, Hashem will widen it to the size
of the entrance to a palace for us. We
must take initiatives.

My friends are gathered from my
teachers, Rabbonim, my fellow stu-
dents, relatives of friends from the
States, and the network widens
every day. The only “attitude” L have
encountered towards single Ortho-
dox women is a loving admiration
for a very special group of women
who are doing what Torah tells
them is right, despite that most of
the modern Western world says.

Miss Handelman writes of those
singles feeling a great deal of pain,
I'd like to relate a story one of my
Rabbonim told us: When he was a
small boy, he and his mother were
boating on a lake. Suddenly a fierce
storm came up and he was terrified
by the thunder and lightning. He
threw himself onto his mother, and
as he felt her arms protect him, all of
his fear left him. His mother said:
“As I am holding you now my son,
s0 HaKadosh Baruch Hu holds you in
His arms, always. You never have to
be afraid, no matter what.”

CHANI SIEGEL
Chaye Yehudit Yeshiva
For Women

Jerusalem

Succeeding Single-Handedly

To the Editor:

Dr. Handelman’s article on the
plight of the Jewish singles was
timely and well done. I would differ
with her, however, on severa} points:

Single women—Ilike married
women—have been left outside the
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shul and yeshiva boards for many
understandable reasons. But even
those that accept women are insti-
tutions that cater to family needs
and would naturally prefer married
board members.

The lack of acceptance of singles
ontheir own terms, sadly, is an out-
growth of the “Wait-Till-She-Gets-
Married” syndrome. But while mar-
riage may be the universal goal, it is
not the universal problem-solver.
And while it may overshadow all
other goals in life, it should not
replace them. People (and I mean
girls, too) who put their energies
into excelling as human beings and
into doing well in their many under-
takings—at work, among friends, in
tzeddaka drives, and in personal reli-
gious development--are the kind of

people who will do well in their life
tasks as good husbands and wives,
and successful parents, too. It's silly
to say, “What does she need it for?
Will she use it when she’s married?”
As a person, she will use it (what-
ever “it” may be)—single or married.

One more comment: The older
single is often advised to comprom-
ise. Too consclous a compromise
may drain the “superior” partner of
all willingness tobe a giving member
of the marriage that follows; and—
let's face it—after the wedding is
when compromise and giving truly
must begin. If marriage is the big-
gest gift she can give her husband,
they might both be better off single.

{MRs.) TM.C. PARKER
Orcean, N.].
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Some of the people in the above picture
were identified incorrectly in the Jan.
issue of J.O. They are {right} the Chofetz
Chaim talking to his son Reb Leib fhack to
the camera); standing in the doorway
Chaye Sor'ke the dienstmeidel thousehold
help) fleft) and the Chofetz Chaim’s
Rebbetzin,

No Barrier to Prayers

To the Editor:

Inregard to the poem “Letterto A
Soviet Jew” in the November ‘83
issue: We are obligated to pray with
the knowledge (daas) of before whom
we stand (Avos 2). The Mesilas Yesho-
rim elaborates on this theme (in
Chapter 19): “A person must realize
that he is actually standing in front
of the Creator, May His Name be
Blessed, and he is talking directly to
Him even though a person cannot
see Him. ...

“With the proper intellect and a
bit of contemplation and attention, a
person can establish the truth of
this awareness in his heart ... now
he pleads and requests of Hashem
and Hashem listens as when a per-
son speaks to his fellowman. .. .”

Thus we do know “that our pray-
ers go up,” although itis correct that
we may be in doubt as to whether
we've said the right thing.

In other words, we can say that
even an iron curtain cannot separate
Jews from their Father in Heaven
(as in Pesachim 85b).

Similarly, we can also say that an
iron curtain cannot separate one
Jew from his fellow Jew and the let-
ters and prayers that keep flowing
with Ahavas Yisroel.

MOsSHE GOLDBERGER
Staten Island, NY
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ATTENTION—NEWLYWEDS, NEW
HOMEOWNERS, NEW HOUSEHOLDS
(and old-timers, too)

A RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS

pushka shouid be an integral part of your home furnishing.

Besides doing the great mitzvah of supporting the oldest charitable institu-
tion in Jerusalem, the zechus of RABBI MEIR BAAL HANESS brings Mazel,
Glick, good health and Hatzlacha.

No obligations—At your leisure, empty the pushka and send in a check for
the equivalent amount.

Rabbi Meir Baal Haness Kupath Ramban Colel Pelen Dept. 416/

| 1133 Broadway/New York, N.Y. 10010/(212) 255-7800

ENGAGING

Made in Heaven—The Jewish Wedding Guide by Rabbi Aryeh Kapfan
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; engaging examination of what Jewish love,

marriage and weddings are all about.

* I's the significance of the ceremonies, the

truth behind the traditions, the motions
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Yichud and more, and their significance
in modern fife.

» Ht's words of encouragernent about the
conduct of married coexistence that
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day’s truly meaningful relationships.
® [t's 3 unique gift for engagements,
weddings and anniversaries.
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AGUDATH ISRAEL L.A. CONFERENCE

i

At public session of Agudah Israel gathering in Los Angeles (from loft fo right): Rabbi Eliezer Adler,
Rabbi Chaskel Besser, Rabbi Yagkov Perlow (af leclern), Rabbi Yaakov KrauseyRabbi Myshe Sherer,

Rabbi A. Teichman, Rabbi Shmuel Bloom.

Plans to mobitize Orthodox Jews from the
broadest possible circles to develop an effec-
tive Agudath Israel in the West Coast were
mapped out at a two-day conference of local
Orthodox leaders and national Agudath Is-
rael officers from New York. Qver 500 per-
sons attended the conference, including
representatives of over 30 Orthodox Jewish
institutions from Los Angeies and San Fran-
cisco. The climax of the deliberations was a
public mass meeting on Monday night ad-
dressed by the Novominsker Rebbe, Rabbi
Yaakov Perlow, chairman of the presidium
of Agudath Israel of America, and Rabbi
Moshe Sherer, national president of the
movement. The two-tier dais inciuded rab-
binic {eaders from ali segments within the
local Orthodox community. The audience
represented a cross-section of the observant
Jews in the area.

Strong Encugh to Reach Out

Rabbi Perlow, speaking on “The Torah
Jew Confronts Contemporary Society,”
stated that the Orthodox Jewish community
has aiready reached a stage of sufficient
inner strength to “reach out to the spiritualiy
deprived and inspire them to begin a Torah
way of life.” He stressed Agudath Israel’s
effort to unite observant Jews of diverse
backgrounds, and called upon Orthodox Jews

to strive for even greater heights of personal
spiritual fulfiliment.

Rabbi Sherer described the “new breed of
knowledgeable Orthodox Jew that has arisen
during the past two decades, deeply commit-
ted to preserving authentic Judaism.” He
urged Orthodox Jews on the West Coast to
“join Agudath Israel’s historic effort to build
coalitions to provide Orthodox Jewry with
an effective voice and arm.” The Agudath
Israel president declared that the secular and
deviationist fewish groups are on the decline
because “their children have copped out
from the Jewish People since a ‘Jewishness’
not based upon Torah is spiritually im-
potent.”

The opening remarks were made by con-
ference chairman Rabbi Jacob Friedman, and
the session was chaired by Rabbi Yaakov
Krause, menahel of Yeshiva Rav Issacsohn.
The audience warmly greeted the announce-
menti by the national chairman of Agudath
Israel’s Daf Yomi Commission, Rabbi Chas-
kel Besser, that Agudath Israel of Los An-
geles has now launched a “[Xal-A-Daf” pro-
gram to enable Jews in the area to study the
daily Talmud program via telephone. This
project, sponsored by Rabbi Abraham Rubin
and family, is a project of Agudath Israel of
Los Angeles, and is linked to the national
Torah Communications Network.

Come To

Whitehead Hall Brookiyn College

Formerly Kosher King
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The mass meeting was opened by Rabbi
Chaim Schnur, president of Agudath Israel
of Los Angeles, who introduced Rabbi Av-
rohom Teichman, rabbi of the Los Angeles
Beis Hamidrash of Agudath Israel, who led
the assembly in the recitation of T hillim.

The national officers of Agudath Israel
who flew to Los Angeles to participate in the
conference, in addition to Rabbi Sherer and
Rabbi Besser, were Mende! Berg, Benjamin
Fishoff, Chaim Hertz, Al Rieder and Rabbi
Shmuel Bloom, national administrative di-
rector of the organization.

First Orthodox Legislative Conference

A major event tied in with the Agudath
Isrzel conference, was the first Legislative
Conference under Qrthodox Jewish auspi-
ces in the history of the West Coast, which
was held Monday morning at the Beverly
Grand Hotel. The breakfast session was addressed
by Honorable Philip Abrams, Under Secretary of the
U5, Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, who came from Washington to deliver greetings
from President Reagan's administration. He lauded
Agudath Israel’s responsible activities in
representing Jewish interests to the govern-
ment.

Rabbi Sherer presented Agudath Israel’s
legislative agenda on the national scene to
the 150-person audience, consisting of state
wide legislative leaders as well as local offi-
cials. He told the group, which also included
members of the recently-organized chapter
of the Commission on Legislation of Agu-
dath Israel of Los Angeles and prominent
Orthodox leaders, that Agudath Israel will
now seek to bring to California and the West
Coast the various benefits for yeshivos and
Orthodox Jews that it has pioneered and
achieved for other regions throughout the
United States.

Lt. Governor Lea T. McCarthy of California was
warmly greeted when he stated tieat this fype of political
action by Orthodox Jews in the West Coast was long
overdue, and pledged the assistance of the skate adminis-
tration fo further the California legislative agenda,

The local legislative goals were presented by
Dr. Irving S. Lebovics, co-chairman of Agu-
dath Israel's Commission on Legislation and
Civic Action in California, who also served as
chairman of the function. Stanley Treitel,
co-chairman of this Legislative Commission,
greeted and introduced the government
leaders and representatives in attendance.

Chairing the West Coast conference, in addition to
Rabbi Jaceb Friedman were Rabbis Chaim Schnur,
Akiva Schlussel and Yosef Naiman. The local Agu-
dath Israel lenders were joined by the New York State
leadership delegation in a series of warking sessions and
receptions.
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AGUDATH ISRAEL NAMES ZWIEBEL DIRECTOR OF
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

David Zwiebel, an attorney since 1979
with the law firm of Faul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison, was named the new
Director of Government Affairs for Agu-
dath Israel of America, it was announced by
the organization’s president Rabbi Moshe
Sherer. Mr. Zwiebel, who took office on
February 6, will be responsible for the mutti-
faceted legislative and advocacy programs of
Agudath Israel’s Office of Government Af-
fairs, which relate to the broad range of con-
cerns of Orthodox Jewry.

Mr. Zwiebel Is ar honors gruduu!e of the Benjamin
N. Cardozo School of Law, where he served as Editor-
in-Chief of the Law Review. His professional articles
attracted considerable attendion in the legal community.

Mr. Zwiebel, who studied at the Mesivta
Torah Vodaath and its Kollel, has been ac-
tively affiliated with the Agudath Israel
movement. He has served as a volunteer for
Agudath Israel’s Jewish Education Program
(JEP), as Editor of the Zeirei Forum, and, most
recently, as member of the Agudah’s Com-
mission on Legislation and Civic Action.

In announcing the appointment of Mr.
Zwiebel, Rabbi Sherer accepted with regret
the resignation of Rabbi Menachem Lu-
binsky, the current Director of Government
and Public Affairs of Agudath Israel, whois
establishing his own public relations firm.
Rabbi Sherer declared:

“We sincerely regret that after so many
years of service with distinction to our cause,
Rabbi Lubinsky will now enter the private
sector. He had helped develop a number of
major break-throughs for the Jewish com-
munity. However, we are delighted that
Orthodox Jewry will continue to benefit
from his blessed talents in his new role as a
national officer at large of Agudath Israel.”

Rabbi Lubinsky has served Agudath Jsrael
in various capacities during the past 13 years:
national coordinator of Zeirei Agudath Israel,
editor of the Zerei Forum, Assistant to the
President, director of the Bore Park Senijor
Citizens Center, director of Project COPE
{Career Opportunities and Preparation for
Employment), and most recently the direc-
tor of Government and Public Affairs.

The Office of Government Affairs of
Agudath Israel has emerged as an effective
advocate for the rights and interests of the
Orthodox Jewish community. It encompasses
the Commission on Legislation and Civic
Action of Agudath Israel, which has been in
the forefront of legislative accomplishments
on behalf of the Orthodox Jewish commun-
ity nationwide. Attorney Shmuel Prager,
who is the general counsel and executive
director of the Agudah Commission, has
helped create a dramatic increase in services
to yeshivos.

If you are looking for an
excellent teaching opportu-~
nity inayoungergradeinan
out of town Cheder, call
(301) 484-1044 days;
(301) 358-4577 evenings.
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Dear Ben Torah,

There exists in the Kolel in
which | learn two sincere
yungerieit who want to
dedicate their lives to Torah
and Hachzakas haTorah.
They both have large
families b’li ein horah, and
are moser nefesh to stay in
learning despite the fact that
they do not receive any
financial help from the Kolel
or their famiiies.

By giving your ma’‘aser to
support these two families
you will be fulfilling the ul-
timate tachlis of giving
ma’aser.

Please send your ma‘aser
to:

The fewish Observer

Box 610
5 Beekman Street/NYC
10038
Sincerely,
Another Member of the
Kolel

P.S. This ad is being paid for
by our ma’aser.

“Chofetz Chaim
on the Air”

You are invited to tune in
every Motza'ei Shabbos
-3 P.M.
WNYM-1330 AM
and study the holy sefer
“Chofetz Chaim”

English segment (half hour)
-produced by Rabbi
Yitzchock Obstfeid

Yiddish segment (half hour)
~directed by Rabbi
Moshe Rubin

For more information
please cali Rabbi Yitzchock
Obstield at: (212) 436-2528;
or write to: Rabbi Moshe
Rubin, 1806-48th Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204,
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AGUDATH ISRAEL TO N.Y, SENATE:
STATE TUITION TAX CREDITS A MUST

“The ever increasing burden upon the
parents of children in our education sys-
tems—particularly those faced with the dual
burden of tuition taxation—provides clear
justification for the enactment of a state tui-
tion tax credit measure,” was the essence of
testimony presented at a public hearing of
the New York State Senate Committee on
Education by Agudath lsrael of America.
Testifying on behalf of the Commission on
Legislation and Civic Action of Agudath
Israel, attorney David B. Hamm spoke out in
favor of a state tuition tax credit bill, which
the Agudath lsrael Legislative Commission
had helped draft together with other non-
public school leaders, and which was in the
process of being introduced in the New York
State Legistature.

In presenting the arguments for a state
tuition tax credit bill, Mr. Hamm rejected
contentions that the bill may be unconstitu-
tional, adding that “the United States Su-
preme Court, in Mueiler v. Allen, upheld the
constitutionality of permitting state tax bene-
fits for parents paying tuition and other edu-
cational expenses for the children. Further-
more, the constitution of New York in no

A Date to Circle
On Your Calendar:

Sunday evening,
June 3, 1984

the 62nd Annual Dinner of
Agudath Israel of America

way i pacts upon this bill. This measure does
not provide aid to religious schooels, It aids alf
parents who pay tuition and other educa-
tional expenses, not just those who choose to
send their children to parachial schools.”

Mr, Hamm, whois part of a commilttee of atiorneys
of Aguiath lsracl whe worked on this bill with legal
experts of the other nonpublic school systems in the
state, concluded his remarks by urging the Senake
Education Committee, chaired by Senator James Don-
ovarn, fo support the measure, which would provide a
tuition fax credit for parenls in public and private
schools, Parents would be eligible for a fax creditof $75
for each child in kindergarten through eighth grade,
and $100 for children in grades 9-12, up to @ maxi-
mum of 50% of the child's tuikion.

Attorney David Zwiebel, Director of Gov-
ernment Affairs of Agudath lsrael, noted
that while the organization continues to be
one of the chief supporters of a federal tui-
tion tax credit bill, it is now making a con-
certed effort around the country to pass
state tuition tax credit measures following
the 1.5, Supreme Court’s recent decision
uphotding the constitutionality of 2 Minne-
sota tuition tax law.

1309 48 St., Bkiyn, N.Y. 11219
854-2911
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N.I. LEGISLATURE ADOFPTS
ANTI-AUTOPSY MEASURE;
TIME OF DEATH BILL FAILS

Trenton, N.J.—The New Jersey Legisla-
ture unanimously adopted a bill on January
oth which would bar medical examiners
from performing autopsies without consent,
it was announced by Rabbi Yakov Dombroff,
executive director of the New fersey chapter
of the Commission on Legislation and Civic
Action of Agudath Israel of America. The bill
was modeled after a similar measure which
was signed into law by Governor Mario
Cuomo of New York last year. The bill,
which was sponsored in the New Jersey
Assembly by Majority Leader John Paul
Doyle, passed the lower House by a unanim-
ous vote of 66 to 0. In the Senate where the
bill was also unanimously passed by a vote of
35 to 0, the key sponsor was John F. Russo,
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. Governor Thomas Kean is expected to
sign the anti-Autopsy measure.

The Agudath Israel regional director,
whose office is in Elizabeth, N.J., had warm
praise for the bill's sponsors and the Gover-

Rabbi Raphael B. Butler
Founding Director

Rabbi Samuel Fink—Public Speaking

Rabbi Hersh Goldwurm —-Jewish History
Rabbi Emanuel Gottlieb--Hebrew Language
Rabbi Ovadia Melamed - Hebrew Language

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum, nosbw
Rav Henoch Leibowitz, xroow

Lectures are given by specialists on a wide range of educational topics.

..........

nor’s office for their “sensitivity to the rights
of the Orthodox Jewish community.” Rabbi
Dombroff explained that the bill is basically
simifar to the New York law, which was
developed by the National Jewish Commis-
sion on Law and Public Affairs and sup-
ported by all segments of the Orthodox Jew-
ish community. He said that with the ex-
ception of where an investigation of a homi-
cide or public health is involved, no autopsy
could be performed without prior consent,
He also had high praise for the chief state
medical examiner, Robert Good, who worked
very closely with Agudath Israel in the pre-
paration of the bill.

In another significant development for the
Orthodox fewish community in New Jersey,
the Assembly failed to vote on a definition of
death bill after it was returned to the legisla-
ture by Governor Kean with an amendment
recognizing a religious objection to the uni-
versal definition of death. Agudath Isael’s
office in New Jersey had impressed upon the
Gevernor the importance of including an
“exemption amendment” which would rec-
ognize the Orthodox view. The New Jersey
bill under consideration is the Universal
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CENTER FOR TEACHER TRAINING

85 Parkville Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230

TODAY, AS NEVER BEFORE IN OUR HISTORY — KLAL YISROEL IS SEARCHING FOR LEADERSHIP!
Jdoin the ranks of Kollel Talmedei Chachomim, who,
inspired by the ideals of Harbotzes Torah, are gain-

Rabbi Joel Kramer
Educational Supervisor
FACULTY

GUEST LECTURERS

Rav Motel Weinberg nrobw

For further information call
(212) 441-4712
(out-of-town — call collect)

[ g e

and in the community.

While continuing to learn in vour Kollel by day, the
ing the professional expertise in teaching skills to Mercaz offers you nightly courses and lectures by
meet the challenges of our time — in the classroom outstanding mechanchim and Roshei Yeshiva.

Fellowships are available to qualified candidates
Rabbi Yosef M. Rosenholtz
Rabbi Joel Kramer—Teaching Methodology

Rabbi Gershon Weiss— Chumash and Navi
Rabbi Berel Wein -— Public Speaking

Rav Avraham Pam, n0'ow
Rav Simcha Wasserman, n'ovow

Time of Death bill, which was already
adopted in some 35 states and which defines
death as the cessation of only brain stem
activity. According to Jewish law, death
comes with both the cessation of brain stem
and cardiovascular activity.

In accepting the Agudath Israel position, the Gover-
nor exercised an amendatory veto, which is a term used
fo confirm the Governer's agceptance of the bill provided
that the legislature votes on an amendment. The Senate
accepted the Governor's amendment by a vote of 34 to
0, but the Assembly failed to act, which automatically
kills the bill for now,

According to Rabbi Dombroff, legislative
sponsors intend to reintroduce the measure,
but this time with the refigious exemption.”
As a result of the position of the Governor
and chief Senate sponsor Russo, the Agu-
dath Israel official was confident that New
Jersey would become the first state in the
nation to include such a religious exemption.
In New York, a Time of Death bill continues
to be bottled up in committee as a result of
the opposition of the Orthodox Jewish
community and other religious elements in
the state.
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THE WORLD FAMOUS
DIGEST OF MEFORSHIM
YWIPT? N2 YwpT
T PDYR TR 1 I
Available 1
LEKUTEI INC,, c/o L Rosenberg
10 West 47th Street, Room 702
NYC 10036/(212) 719-1717
20 Volumes on Torah,
Perek, Tehillim,
Medrash, Megilos & Talmud.

Proceeds of sales distributed among
Yeshivos and used for reprinting
of volumes out-of-print

PRICE $8.00 PER VOLUME

Please Register
to Vote

As a concerned citizen, who
really cares about your city,
make your voice heard!
In New York City, to obtain
a voter registration form

Dial VOTER '84
In order to vote in a Primary in
New York State, you must be
enrolled in a party, therefore
please indicate the party ofyour
choice when you register and

Piease VOTE in every election!

This Pesach

There Are

12 Delicious New

Rosher Wines
"To Choose From.

Cream White Concord
Cream Pink Concord
Cream Red Concord

Sauterne

Haut Sauterne

Extra Heavy Concord

Medium Dry Concord

Malaga

Burgundy

o Tokay
(=) Chablis

ROSH

Rosé

For further information on where /{
Ti-Rosh Wines are available, .

call 475-1165 .g(

v

B'hashgochas
Hisachdus Harabonim
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THREE MONTREAL LADS
MEMORIZE 7,000 MISHNAYOS

Montreal—Three Montreal members of
Pirchei Agudath Israel received top honors at
a celebration marking the conclusion of a
Mishnayos-By-Heart contest, part of a re-
gional competition sponsored by the National
Council of Pirchei Agudath Jsrael, Morde-
chai Hirschfeld, Avrohom Teitz and Yudi
Glustein memorized between 2,000-3,000
Mishnayos each, which prompted the chief
rabbi, Rabbi Pinchos Hirschprung, to note: "1
was overwhelmed with the knowledge and
understanding of Mishnayes of these pre-bar
mitzvah Pirchim.” Rabbi Hirschprung was
speaking to an overflow crowd of roshei
yeshiva, rabbonim, menahalim, madrichim and boys
from Montreal and Scranton, who partici-
pated in the second Siyum Mishnayos of Pir-
chei Agudath Israel of Montreal.

Studying at least one Seder Mishnayos or a
complete Mesechtain honor of their Bar Mitz-
vah were Sholom Abramcyk, Mordechai
Bernfeld, Yisroel Meir Brody, Mordechai
Hirschfeld, Yudi Glustein, Simcha Lehman,
Eithan Pfeiffer, Avrohom Teitz and Yisroel
Wennik.

PIRCHEI EXPANSION
TO JOHANNESBURG

Of the 15 new chapters that were estab-
lished this year through the efforts of Pirchei
Agudath Israel of America, two were in
Johannesburg, South Africa, according to a
mid-year report by Rabbi Joshua Silbermintz,
the national director of the Agudist youth
movement. The American new branches are
located in St. Louis, Los Angeles, Toronto,
Spring Valley, Monsey, Yonkers, Jamaica
Estates, Midtown Manhattan, Boro Park,
Staten Island, Canarsie and Kew Gardens.
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AGUDATH ISRAEL AGENCY
TO CELEBRATE TEN YEARS OF
SERVICES TO BORO PARK
ELDERLY

Representatives of government, business
and the community paid tribute to the Boro
Park Senior Citizens Center of Agudath
Israel of America as the agency celebrated its
tenth anniversary on February 27th at the
Armon Terrace, at 12:00 noon. According to
Rabbi Zalman Weissman, director of the
center, nearly 200 senior citizens from the
Boro Park area participate in daily recrea-
tional programs in which many call their
“second home.” A hot nutritious kosher meal
is served daily by the excellent culinary staff
of the center, and a daily shiwr in Gemora is
delivered by Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz, Rav of
14th Ave. Agudath Israel.

MESIFTA OF
THE YESHIVA
OF BROOKLYN

Praised by
(Gedolei Yisroel
1206-10 OCEAN PARKWAY

Excellent Rebbeim, very good Eng-
lish Department, small classes, Af-
ternoon Shiurim in B'kius, dormi-
tory (home-like atmosphere).
Scholarships available.

Emphasis placed on Midos Tovos.

375-2652

Flease Note: Registration is still epen in
selected classes, Kindergarten through
High School (separate boys & girls
schools.)
376-3775

Can we send you—
FREE—what?

A LUACH!

The Luach for Mishna-Hala-
cha Yomit—guides for yoru to
follow a daily schedule of learn-
ing two mishnas a day and
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim.
Hundreds, perhaps thousands,
throughout the worid now learn
Torah every day by following
the Luach.

We all need help to learn
Torah. The Luach may heip you!
Try and Ha-shem Yisborach will
help you. l.earning Torah every
day wili brighten every day for
youl Please write to:

Rabbi Elias Karp
1880 42nd Street
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204

ArtScroll's Newelition:

The Eifeﬁream gf Lorah cin Frad

TORAH SCHOOLS FOR ISRAEL — CHINUCH ATZMAI

Q7

é.ﬁg‘ 31st National Dinner

> The New York Hilton
May 20, 1984 Y wn MK M

Guarantceing Generations for Torak

167 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. Telephone (212) 889.0606
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RABBI SCHACH: 100,000 STUDENT DEFICIT IN CHINUCH ATZMAI

Urgent Need
for New School Buildings

In a letter to the leadership and supporters
of Chinuch Atzmai-Torah Schools for Israel,
Rabbi Elazar Schach, Ponevezh Rosh HaYe-
shiva, declared that the “hundreds of thou-
sands of Jewish children who receive no
Torah education” make it imperative that we
open new Torah schools. Since the funds for
this are not available, portable classrooms
should be purchased to launch an on-going
development process. After a new school

gains government recognition and decent
quarters are established, “the prefab class-
rooms can be transferred to other locations
where new schools are needed.” This calls
for a special fund for the necessary financing,

The Rosh Yeshiva's letter also stated:
“While Chinuch Atzmai has succeeded in
expanding in number of students, there are
still hundreds of thousands of Jewish chil-
dren in the cities and settlements of Israel
who are far removed from Jewish sanctity
and receive no Torah education. We must
concern ourselves with the religious com-

{

P ot
Quality Kosher " and

Q) Carntied Kosne: by the Limon of Onihodon jewish Congregations

52

mitment of ali Jewish children. bt is therefore
imperative that we open a Chinuch Atzmai-
Torah School in every locale so that the
sound of Torah and tfilla be heard all over
the Land.”

The Rosh HaYeshiva added: “Years ago,
the leaders of Chinuch Atzmai in America
set $100 as the standard membership fee.
With the passage of time, the needs have
grown, and rising inflation has taken its toll.
I therefore request that membership be
raised to $200.”

AGUDATH ISRAEL CONFI}-
DENT COURY CHALLENGE TO
“GET” LAW WILL FAIL

The challenge to the New York State
“Get” Jaw which resulted from a suit filed
last Wednesday in U.S. District Court in
Manhattan by a non-Jewish woman is des-
tined to failure, according to a statement by
the Commission on Legislation and Civic
Action of Agudath Israel of America. The
woman, identified only as Jane Doe—her
identity protected by Judge John F. Keenan—
claimed that she was married in 19582 by a
Pentecostal minister, but because the “Get”
law requires anyone married by church offi-
cials to provide a sworn statement on the
removal of barriers of remarriage, Ms. Doe
thinks that she is expected to sign such an
affidavit.

Ms. Poe argued that the law was uncon-
stitutional because she said that she wasn’ta
member of the church in which she had been
married and that in order to comply with the
“"Get"” law, “F would have to become indoctri-
nated into the principles of that deno-
mination.”

Nathan Lewin, of Miller, Cassidy, Larroca
and Lewin, the prominent Washington at-
torney and constitutional authority who
drafted the “Get” law on behalf of Agudath
Israel, said that he doubted that Ms. Doe had
standing to sustain her suit. He added: “The
statute imposes no obligation to find out 2
single fact about any barrier to a spouse’s
remarriage. It simply says that if you know
of one you have to take action to correct it-
Ms. Doe says she doesn’t know, so she can
sign it in good faith.”

The “Get” law, which was signed by Gov-
ernor Cuomo last August 8th, received the
overwhelming support of the New York
State Legislature, from a cross section of the
Orthodox Jewish community, from the fore-
most rabbinic scholars and from leading con-
stitutional experts. It stipulates that in a
divorce procedure where the original mar-
riage was solemnized by the clergy, an affi-
davit be signed that no barrier to remarriage
exists prior to the granting of a civil divorce.
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DAF YOMI UPDATE

Dial-A-Daf is now availablein a number of
cities in both Yiddish and English. You can
order your own telephone number for a
nominal fee from:

Dial-A-Daf

1618-43 Street
Brooklyn, NY 11204
(212) 436-7999

Dial-A-Daf is available in the following

areas:
Chicago:
Mr. Shaya Abramowitz
6459 N. Richmond
Chicago, IL 60645
{312) 588-5078
Miami:
Mr. Yitzchok Teitelbaum
1340 Michigan Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33139
(305) 672-1156
Monsey:
Mr. Sender Rosenfeld
Monsey, NY 10952
(914) 425-8877
Long Island:
Mr. Moshe Gottesman
3358 Forth Street
QOceanside, NY 11572
(516} 764-6367
Los Angeles:
Mr. Jacob Rubin
409 N. June Street
Los Angeles, CA 90004
(213) 933-2766

Back issues and fuli seis
of The Jewish Observer
and Dos Yiddishe Vort
available!

Call- {212) 604-1111
or write: POB 303,
Brooklyn, NY 11219

Young Yerushalmi had heart at-
tack. His wife takes care of him
and 7 children under 14. Need is
great. Kindly send tax deduct-
ible contribution to:

Bikur Cholim Inc., ¢/o
RABBI AVROHOM
BLUMENKRANTZ

814 Caffrey Ave.,
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 11691

9% wors

EV 7-1750
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The administration and
staff of

Camp Agudah

extends its warmest
Mazal Tov wishes to

Rabbi Dovid
Yankelowitz wmny
upon his engagement to
Chaya Raizel Lazar™nn

A man who has given so
much of his extraordinary
creativity, energy, talent
and devotion to every as-
pect of Chinuch and camp
life deserves our heartfelt
hrachos to be

RN WK N2 N30 oL
Meir Frischman, Director

A 30-Day program for thank-
ing Hashem—

—Speak in All His
Wonders—
Based onthe works of Rabbi
Avigdor Miller, vy

by Moshe Goldberger

$3.00 (64 pages)
Yeshiva Fund/Box 82
Staten Island, NY 10309.

AGUDATH ISRAEL BLASTS AJCONGRESS FOR NEW
THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE INSTITUTE

“The American Jewish Congress is becom-
ing progressively less Jewish in its agenda,”
Agudath Israel of America declared in reac-
tion to the recently announced AJC sponsor-
ship, together with the Vatican Secretariat,
of an Institute that would conduct theologi-
cal dialogues between Jewish and Christian
scholars and clergymen.

The statement of Agudath Israel of Amer-
ica continues:

“This pattern of abandoning the interests
of Judaism began years ago. The AJC was
founded in 1918 ‘to work to foster the crea-
tive religious and cultural survival of the
Jewish People ... and to battie for human
rights,” and yet for decades it has made a
career of undermining the financial stability
of our beleaguered Torah schools by fighting
government aid to Yeshivos . . . all the while
proclamining its “sympathy’ for Jewish edu-
cation,

“More recently, the AJC launched a battle
against the New York State ‘Get Bill,” which
has been carefully designed to help free an
exploited wife from the halachic limbo of an
ill-fated marriage. Throughout, the AJCon-
gress has been expressing its ‘sympathy’ for
the hapless “Agunah’, even as it sought to
remove her newly-won rights.

“And now, the American Jewish Congress
is sponsoring a new Institute, whose ‘princi-
pal function . . . will be to promote dialogues
between Christians and Jews on theological

rather than political, social and ethical issues.

. The Institute’s first venture was a con-

ference in Lucerne, Switzerland, between
leading Jewish and Roman Catholic theolo-
gians ‘on the historical and organic kinks
between Judaism and Christianity.”

“This building of theological bridges be-
tween Jewry and the Christian community
‘constitute a breach of historic Judaism and is
fraught with peril to Judaism,” as leading
Torah authorities declared in 1967 when the
Synagogue Council of America sought to
convene a similar theological dialogue con-
ference in Boston. In a time when we are
witnessing an ever-rising tide of assimilation
and intermarriage, the only way ‘to foster
the creative religious survival of the Jewish
People’ (the AJC credo) is by supporting
Torah study and promoting adherence to
Torah values in all phases of life. While mu-
tuat respect amongst all religious groups is
essential to living in a pluralistic society,
seeking commonality in religious belief can
only further weaken our Jewish community,
which is one of the most ignorance-plagued,
culturally-estranged Jewish communities in
our millennia long history.

“The AJC has journeyed from weakening
the bridges to our rich Jewish heritage by
placing obstacles on the path of Yeshiva edu-
cation, to seeking to strengthen religious
bridges between Judaism and Christianity —
a path filled with pitfalls and landmines.

“It is time for the American Jewish Con-
gress to become Jewish in its cutlook, Jewish
in #ts concerns, and Jewish in its programs.”

The Schmerli dlfference

Cholov Yisrae
in Swiss choc

Taste the creamy richness of Schmerting's
Choco Blanc, or the subtie delicacy of pareve
Noblesse Semi-Sweet. You'll want to try every variety of
Schmerling's quality Swiss chocolates. Our milk chocolates
are Cholov Yisraet and our dark chocolates are truly pareve.
All Schmerding’s products maintain the highest
standards of Kashruth and quality,

DISTRIBUTED BY TAAM TOV FOOD PRODUCTS, BRODKLYN, NY. 01223
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JUST PUBLISHED

{Contemporary

Halakhic

Problems
Volume 11

by Rabbi J. David Bleich
$20.00

An analysis of modern social,
political, technological and
moral problems.

An invaluable source book for
all students of Halachah
Auvthored by a distinguished

Rosh Yeshiva and talmid
chacham
® The second volume of a work

acclaimed as a classic of its
gepre

OTHER BOOKS BY RABBI BLEICH:

Contemporary
Halakhic
Problems
Volume i

20.00)

With Perfect Faith:
The Foundations of Jewish Belief
£14.95 paper

p £25.00 hardbound

B Judaism and Healing

$7.95 paper _
8154000 hardbound

The shove are availiable ai
Jewish bookstores or at:

AY PUBLISHING HOUSE, INC,
arick Strect

N.vw York, NY 10083
B (212) 966-6U80

* Complete in ten chapters

¢ Close to 50 photographs and illustrations

* What 1o lock for when purchasing Tefillin

* A step-by-step guide for putting on and
removing Tefillin

* Extensive footnotes and references

* Comprehensive Table of contents and
indexes

$15.95 (hard cover)

Announcing

A major new work

HALACHOS OF
TEFILLIN

in English (256 pages) .
by Rabbi Shimon Eider -

Comprehensive - Authoritative

Deals with practical halacha
in modern circumstances

* The perfect Bar Mitzvah gift

* Excellent for a father to teach Hilchos
Tefillin 1o his son

* The ideal gift for Synagogues to present to
the Bar Mitzvah boy

* Geared to setve as a text for Yeshivos
and day schools

* Excellent graduation gift

£13.95 (soft cover)

Special Pre-Publication offer - until April 30, 1984 (28 Nissan 5744)

$13.95 (hard cover)

Available in Hebrew Book Stores or from:

$11.95 (soft cover)

HALACHA PUBLICATIONS

418 Twelfth Street,

Lakewood, N.J. 08701

{201) 363-3980
e mm————————————— e FGET fONTT = m e e ——————
Name
Address
City__ State & Zip.

PLEASE SEND

. Copies HALACHOS OF TEFILLIN
[Hard Cover} at $13 95°*

- Copies HALACHOS OF TEFILLIN
(Soft Cover) at $11.95°

. Copies HALACHOS OF SHABBOS
{Sections 1-3) Hard Cover at $10.95°

. Copies HALACHOS OF SHABBOS
(Section 4} Hard Cover at $10.95"

+ Copies HALACHOS OF NIDDAH
{Hard Cover) at $10 95°

. Copies HALACHOQS OF NIDDAH
{Soft Cover} at $8 95"

. . Copies HALACHOS OF THE ERUV
~at$3.00°
. » Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS
OF THE ERUV a1 $1.50""

.. Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS
OF THE THREE WEEKS at $3.00" "

. . Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS
OF THE FOUR MINIM a1 32.00°°

. Copies HALACHOS OF CHANUKAH
{Soft Cover) at $4 00° "

.. Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH. Section 1 at $2.00"*
{on Products, Medications and Cosmetics)

. . Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH, Section 2 at $3.00**
{on the Seder)

. Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH, Section 3 at $3.00° "
(on Kashering)

. Coptes A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH. Section 4 at $3.00°*
(o Searching ang Seling Chometz)

. .. Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH, Section 5 at $3.00"°
{When Erev Pesach Falls on Shabdos)

. . Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH, Section 6 at $3.00""
(o Sefiras Haomaer)

. Copies A SUMMARY OF HALACHOS OF
PESACH. Section 7 at $3.00°°
{Halachos and Minhagim of Pesach and the
. Month of Nissan)

*Please add 80 cents per volume for postage end handling. Canada and foreign. please

add $1.40 cents per volume.

“ "Please add 35 cents per volume for postage and handling. Canada and foreign. please

add 60 cents per polume.

Speclal rates for bulk orders. Prepald orders accepted only.

f am enclosing a check or money order for total of $

(U 8. Currency).
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AT A SIS g < T

Even in the death camps of Auschwitz and
Dachau, and in the ghettos of Warsaw, Riga
and Kovno, religicus Jews were determined to
observe, as much as this was humanly possible,
the commandments and prohibitions of Jewish
[.aw. The seriousness and punctilicusness that
characterized their attitude toward the minutiae
of religious law can be seen from the written
and oral questions they addressed to their
spiritual leaders. fellow inmates of the camps
and ghettos, as to what the Halakhah (Biblical
and Talmudic Law) required of them. Thus.
like other periods of Jewish history, the
Holocaust era. too. produced its literature of
sh'eilos uteshuvos {Rabbinic responsa}.

Rabbi Ephrairo Oshry. the author of
RESPONSA FROM THE HOLOCAUST,
was one of the few Halakhic authorities to sur-
vive the Holocaust in the ghette of Kovno.
Lithuania.

The inquiries addressed to Rabbi Oshry in.
cluded questions of both ritual and Jewish
ethics.

* Was it permissible 1o eat non-kosher food
provided by the Germans even when one was
not yet in immediate danger of death by
starvation?

* Under what circumstances was suicide in
the ghetto not regarded as a sin?

* Was a Jew permitted to save his life by
purchasing a cerificate of baptism {even
without actually undergoing conversion)?

* What laws applied to a Jew who was forc-
ed. under threat of death. to desecrate a Seroll
of the Law?

¢ [n view of a Nazi decree that any Jewish
woman found to be pregnant would be put to
death at once, did Jewish Law permit women
to prevent conception by using a birth control
device, or wemen already pregnant to have an
abortion to save their lives?

¢ How did Jewish Law view Jews who,
directly or indirectly, assisted the Germans in
oppressing and destroying other Jews?

* Could Jews recite the mourners' kaddish
in memory of a Christian woman who had risk-
ed her own life to save those of Jews whom she
had kept hidden in her cellar during Nazi
accupation?

» What is the precise text of the blessing that
sanctifiers of G-d must recite before being put
10 death?

Rabbi Oshry scribbled such guestions and
his replies on scraps of paper. which he placed
into tin cans and buried in the ghetto as a
record of his own religious activities and the ef-
forts of his fellow immates to observe their
Judaism. After the liberation of Kovno in the
summer of 1944 he was able to retrieve his
notes. He edited them and published them in
five wvolumes. under the title Sh'eilos
UTeshuves MiMa'amakim (literally. "Ques-
tions and Responses From Qut of the Dep-
ths".} One of these volumes received the 1977
Leon dJolson Award for a book on the
Holocaust From the Jewish Book Council.

RESPONSA FROM THE HQLO-
CAUST is an abridged English version of the
original Hebrew five-volume series intended. in
Rabbi Gshry's own words. “for laymen. and for
students of Jewish history seeking an insight in-
to the spiritual concerns that engaged religious
Jews in one of the ghettos of Nazi Europe.
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