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CANAL . STATUS ACS
Jeremiah's Gutter Closed
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STATE/PROVINCE LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
Massachusetts
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: Bamnstable 1717 - late 1800s 1-1/2 mi. None
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

In times of high tides for hundreds of years before the 1700's, water would flood from Cape Cod Bay to the Atlantic Ocean at the
present town line between Orleans and Eastham across lands owned by Jeremiah Smith. This allowed the passage of small
boats. In the spring of 1717, the natural 1-1/2 mile passage between Boat Meadow Creek on the bay side to Town Cove on the
ocean side was deepened and soon became known as Jeremiah's Gutter. When nature cooperated, the canal could
accommodate boats up to twenty tons and cut shipping times by a full day. In 1804, the canal was widened and further improved
allowing use during the war of 1812. By the late 1800s proposals for a new Cape Cod Canal took priority. Today, the canal
remains are visible extending from Cape Cod Bay along the Orleans - Eastham town line to the rotary on US 6. The route is also
bordered by Canal Road and Smith Lane.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
See Google Earth image below

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
Kelley, Shawnie M., "It Happened on Cape Cod", Morris Book Publishing, 2006, pages 42-44, ISBN 0-7627-3824-3

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:

nvestigation made by: pyavid G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
Address:

1/4/11
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	canal: Jeremiah's Gutter
	status: Closed
	state: Massachusetts
	county: Barnstable
	location: Boat Meadow Creek to Town Cove
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1717 - late 1800s
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 1-1/2 mi.
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: None
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: In times of high tides for hundreds of years before the 1700's, water would flood from Cape Cod Bay to the Atlantic Ocean at the present town line between Orleans and Eastham across lands owned by Jeremiah Smith. This allowed the passage of small boats. In the spring of 1717, the natural 1-1/2 mile passage between Boat Meadow Creek on the bay side to Town Cove on the ocean side was deepened and soon became known as Jeremiah's Gutter. When nature cooperated, the canal could accommodate boats up to twenty tons and cut shipping times by a full day. In 1804, the canal was widened and further improved allowing use during the war of 1812. By the late 1800s proposals for a new Cape Cod Canal took priority. Today, the canal remains are visible extending from Cape Cod Bay along the Orleans - Eastham town line to the rotary on US 6. The route is also bordered by Canal Road and Smith Lane.
	desc: See Google Earth image below
	group: 
	biblio: Kelley, Shawnie M., "It Happened on Cape Cod", Morris Book Publishing, 2006, pages 42-44, ISBN 0-7627-3824-3
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: 1/4/11


