16 PrOCEEDINGS OF ASSOCIATION OF OPPICIAL SEED ANALYSTS

not sccured with flax, The use of sand es & medium to check with blotter
tests has possibilitics end should receive more attention in the future.

The final referce test, No. 7, was one which compared the standard method
of blue analysis with a medified and shorter method developed in the
Towa Iaboratory and described in the 1935 Proccedings of the Association.
Briefly, the modified method involves a series of steps as follows; (1) the
weighed saompla is biawn in a Leenderiz or other blower for 10 minutes at 21
or other cpening found by experience to remove most of the empty glumes,
(2) all weed seeds and other crop seeds are semoved by hand {rom either
the heavy or light portions, (3) pieces of stones, dirt or straw which the blower
did not blow over are tvemow:éj by hend from the heavy portion and placed
in the “inert”, (5) the inert material is placed in the germinator in a Petr
dish or glass tray, (6) for every normel blue grass seedling which appears in
Lthe incrt portion, 24 the weight of au average sced is added to the pure seed
which increases Lhe purity percentage, and (7) the index value, Purity x
Germination, is determined on the basis of corrected purity and actual
germination. Three important faatures of the method are (1) considerable
time is saved, (2) a cheels on the inertt is made for viable seeds, and, (31) with
a constant speed motor repeated tests of the same sample give uriform results
hecanse the personal factor which enters in determining emply glumes is
eliminated.

A high quality sumple of bluc gruss was seoured and two representative
lots were sent 1o cach association laboratory. Sixteen laborabosies responded
and reported the results secured by the twe methods. The data are presented
belaw showing the averages, high and low values, und differences in exiremes.
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The above resulte show exceptionally close agreement hetween the two
methods n averages of purity, germination ard index value, 1t is believed
that. if uniferm:, constant speed motors were instulied in every laboratory,
more uniforin resalts in purity determivations wonld be secured by the
modificd method than by the old method.

B. Reviston op Ruess

The subcommittee on revision of rules and regulations worled hasd
and faithfully. Chenges n the old rules were made which should bring the
rules up to date. New information concerning (he testing of certain seeds of
Howers, vegetables, and grasses, dormancy of seeds and 1ts deternunation,
and ‘measuring the rcliability of rests, is embodied in the purposed revised
rules. A= attewipt to defire germination in terrs of laboratory technigue and
practiee is made which i a decided improvément over the uncertainty which
has existed for some time, The repart of the subcomraitice was wirmeographed
ard distributed to members of the Association for study during the cuming
year,



