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DECORATING DECORATING

THE PERFECT 

GETAWAY
A series of stand-alone spaces helps this backyard function like an expansive resort.

TEXT MARTHA UNIACKE BREEN | PHOTOGRAPHY MIKE CHAJECKI

ow do you make a backyard feel like a upscale retreat? Divide and con-
quer. Designer Kate Davidson, working with International Landscaping, 
did just that for homeowners in Oakville, Ont., by creating a variety of dis-
tinct “rooms.” Some are ideal for entertaining a crowd; others are perfectly 
scaled for spending time with family. Signature fabrics and furnishings 
give each space its own character, while the palette unifies the whole and 
creates the look of a high-end resort. H

ABOVE At the foot of the garden, the 
cabana is a relaxed place to chill out, 
warm up by the fire, or linger in the 
hot tub. 

RIGHT Closer to the house, the cov-
ered back patio has a place for dining 
alfresco and lounging in the shade.
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DECORATING

OPPOSITE & ABOVE Just like indoors, parties always seem to end up in the 
kitchen. This open-air area features an outdoor cooking and bar zone, with 
plenty of room for guests to gather. Comfy loungers shaded by sculptural 
Tucci umbrellas double as poolside seating and an extra perch for barflies.

DESIGN, Kate Davidson, Kate + Co Design. LANDSCAPING, International Landscaping. 
FURNISHINGS, CUSHIONS, RH. RUGS, Dash & Albert. Tucci UMBRELLAS, Jardin de Ville.

FOR SOURCES, SEE OUR WORKBOOK

“RATHER THAN GOING WITH JUST ONE, WE USED THREE  
FINISHES, FIVE FABRICS AND THREE COLLECTIONS TO CREATE  

LAYERS AND GIVE EACH SPACE ITS OWN MOOD.”


