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Private Life of

. Top Hatler May Be Copy
Writer, Chemist, Mother
Or Banker, but All Agree

That the Play's the Thing

By JANE CORBY

The play's the thing, a group of young
Brooklynites, llke Shakespeare, firmly belleve.
They call themselves "The Tophatters, non-
professionals with an alr of experience,” and

they are readying four one-act

duction on May 18 and 19, al the Fialbush Y. MOCOAL
E. 2ist St, and Cnurch Ave. It's not their first produe-
tion either. Founded a year ago the group has :‘I]:I'ﬂ‘ﬂ{i'_l.'l
come L4fore the public with four different plays—

regulation three-act plays,

Katherine Mark Halner gives alrily a deseription

of the veung crowd, their hopes fingd Aspivations wno
packeround. She lives at 288 Rugby Road
i who headlined

daughter of Frances Halner,
L years apo with Nellie Taoenbatim,

| housewives team, taking Choplin, Morart and the !E'JS.L
ol the elassicizts in their houstkeeping, child-ralsing,

Chomemaking
~slrides - Kae-Hal=-
ner is the e
girl with the Halr
ribbon i The fine=1
up- on the side-|
board ol the Top]
jpictute on {his|E
|page, She looks|
fresh out of
- lschool, and she Is,!
5 butl she has a ]ﬂh:
t |111 advertlsng v
d land  there, she!!
savg, firmly, her
lambitions & I ©
I'planted, But she
[edabbles i post=
ers and Programs
as well as minor
parts” fer this|
VOURE cO-0peTa-
tive_thealer, And|
[her hearct? 0O,
thalt belongs o
daddy!” |
Lots of the gins|
and bovs in the|
[group are. wage
[ pariRrsn A ATLER IS
"Virginia Gerz- |
tenfeld iz & chem-
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: l&‘.n—-hun'est!-—-whﬂl
i lovestorclle £y
e |Skate and pla}'l
it |the piano. "In tht‘i

¢ |coming produc- :
{tion she plays the parl of an inno-
jeent  lé-vear-old trying to  get
| kissed." \ﬂrgin% mfeld—Lhat’s
Lhe engrossed %E Tady sitting on
the end of the sideboard in Lhe pie-
|tures- looking over the seript with
| Robert Carson, standing. He's The
|Tophatters' director and guide.

“And 9944 percent responsible for
the success and fun Uhwat we have
fad with our plave and [or the in-
terezt they Dhiave aroused in Brook-
tiyn" savx Kae. "Mr. Carson 15 a
'fine coach, and while he does not
{act in The Tophatters' productions
he has had a lot of meting experi-
|ence.” \
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\Martins Are Tops

w | Sitling between Kae Hafner and
{trouble, She's a veleran of the
stage.” explaing Kae, “having done

. professional danecing and =zinging
singe. early  childhood, She's got

radio Ambitions—and. & Job typing'

her mother’s novel.

"Her mother, Mrs. Frances Mar-
lin, s an ardent Tophaller. She has

] IH'IFE'F ciitldren in the grotp, besides,

lafter.ihe Jady,
'dramatics only & short time, but she

plays for pro-

and iz the
a- lew
45 B LWO-pPlEano

|

an important part herself in oneof |

the plays—the one called “Fourth
Generation'.”

The girl
first an the lefl in the grotp, s Jute
Dickerson., “Tophatters” pride  and
jov. She handles a Billie Burke role
as well as the role of a much-mar-
ried British lady—question  mark
June “has been in
shows great promise. During the
workitay week she is a receptionist,”

Mrs., Frances Martin is thown In

:V]:glniq:}‘chm is Margarel (the near-murder scene, where one
IMartin™ neenue with nmiher|

young man l5 choking another. con-
vonientiy arranged on the iable
Mrs, Martin (s standittg by, regisfer-
mg horror with both hand=., Harm
Teonny Is the lrate yvoung man who
has throitled the agonized Tom
Fletcher,. lving prone,

In Family Tradition

“Harry Tenny |s upholding his

in the ehecked jacket,'

The vietim in thiz seepe from o

Tom Fleicheor, awith H'nrr_r T--u:rlﬁ' fn the rele of wild man.

Franeea Martin, mather of three

fortheoming Top Hatteres play is
Wra.
Top Hatters, is dning a nice job

of acting at the center, and the girl at the right is Arlene Standard.

family traditien by geing Into the

itheater.” savs Kae. "He's the grand-

ton of the famous Jane Cleaver. But

he's also in the banking business.

Hedy Lamarr is his favorite screen
personality” she adds, doing r con-
smentious Job ol dezeriplion an Mr
Tennyv.. Hes solng to hesd very sy
fan an May 18 and 19 or he plavs
Yy twis thows, and inoens, Kae pUomn -

s “He loses g suit oin g overy pdd
Wt

Tom Fleteher: iite vetim nit 1He
table, “nas oeen o amatetir theat-
rirals: since his sehionl dava ™ Noo

rxactly an endurance record. from

ail appearances, but & nice one alt
that, i

The wveoung lady in the choking
geene who Is foliowing the course

al evenis with =ome concern s
Arlene Standard. “Bobby to us'' rx-
plains Kae, “She acts well. doesnt
#ie?  And she’s 4 grand swanmer
atel termls  plaver and el LRe
tont. Shes dinamic
Glamour Boy, Too

“Jity Cunniff. wive helpd make (e
seenery for the [ofibcoming  pro-
duetion, s the steong, :isnt neni-
ber of 1he cast,” savs Kae:. "He says

Lto claim Robert P. Martin Jr.
|stage manager and “The Tophatlers
"leave

A group of budding aclreases
{Top Hatters) swith the director,

Aterh n-n—ﬁ-n#xmh—gi#iam.-vpummu_“__.

ter (frone fefi, 1o right):s June
iekerson, Katherine Mork Haf-
ner, Margaeet Martin ond  Fies

ginia {rorteenfold. -

a little and acts a lot. We think he
could e with a Hiilg Wrgineg a sort
of giamour bar. He comes naturalls
pv Bis nterest in tne heater—he
works for Warter- Brothers”

SRR ke e R R SO R S

for a [iving and writes musie for
L.

Besides the two Martns alveady
mentioned. The Tophatters are proud

He's

all the responsibility for
handling scenery and lighting up 10
him—It's ne =mall task. He's Lrving
to IHnd thme to write a play. but
moat of the vime he sells books "

Another Martin Iz Elizapelh. Aa
ponactine member of the group. She
ls an artlst and assiqis Kde Halnel
in making posiars and pPrograms,

{eting Sole Requisite

“She has: soulied At and
fpxign.” Kae ‘plabbrates.  “and
oking forward o wedding belis in
June and a domestic career, Lueky
girl.”

In the propmaking group = in
cluded Jimmy Bavetta, the younge
of the iot, only 18, and still goes to

SCCRIE

18

1=
gf
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talexander Hamilton High., “But ne's

a gpood actor, 20 we took him in, o0,
savs-Kae,

That complietez the memberzhip
nf The Tephaiiers. whose coming
i apesach plavs wil be b
Arntidive s and ..j'.w.?l::;' iR ¢
with cotifltdencey  “Amtsng b
a! 1He seleclitne Lhrmselve:

ne becatize of (ne oxeslent
protations."  Well, Kae ought o
knaw. She hasn't micssad g sigle

rehearzsal,
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