Kenton Cool holding
Arthur Wakefield's
Olympic gold medal at
the Mount Everest
summit on 25h May
2012. The British
mountaineer was
accompanied by Keith
Partridge, who filmed

the climb.

Photo: SAMSUNG

Which gold medal did
Lieutenant-Colonel
Strutt receive from
the 10C President
Pierre de Coubertin
in 192> that ofthe
Chamonix Winter
Games orthat ofthe

Paris Summer Games?

The Olympic Alpinism Prize
and a promise redeemed*

By Volker Kluge and Thomas Lippert

The timing was impeccable. On 18 April 2012 -10 0 days
before the opening of the Olympic Games - the last
stage of the "London 2012" countdown began with
a series of events in London's parks. Atthe same time
in Nepal, a British expedition was making ready to
climb Mount Everest from the South side. In doing so
they planned to honour a promised made 88 years pre-
viously by some illustrious predecessors and place an
Olympic medal on the highest mountain in the world.
The following month, aweek after the Olympic Flame
touched down on British soil at RNAS Culdrose in Cornwall
on a chartered British Airways Airbus A319 of an the
climbers completed theirjourney. Kenton Cool a 38 year
old mountaineer from Gloucestershire carried an
Olympic gold medal to a heightof8848 metres.
Itwas the tenth time he had conquered the
mountain. This latest successful climb was
announced and promoted as “The Olym-
pic Games Pledge™.
The Briton Richard Robinson, a long-
time acquaintance of Kenton Cool, had,
in search of a London 2012 project, hit
on adazzling idea based on the story of
the 1922 British Mount Everest Expedition,

to which the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
had presented the “Prix Olympique d'Alpinisme" two
years after the expedition’s failure. Itwas I0C President
Pierre de Coubertin who handed over the prize on the
final day of the "International Wintersports Week" in
Chamonix n 1924 and honoured the mountaineers’
achievementwith a shortspeech.’ In 1926 the events in
Chamonix and the medals awarded there were retro-

spectively recognised as the IsOlympic Winter Games.
Lieutenant-Colonel Edward L. Strutt accepted the
prize, an Olympic gold medal, on behalfofthe thirteen
mountaineers (twelve Britons and an Australian) who
had taken part in the expedition. He had been deputy
leader on Everest, but in the records published
later on only his boss, Brigadier-General
Charles G. Bruce, was mentioned. Bruce
was already on his way back to the

Himalayas.
At first, Coubertin had been a
vehement opponent of the Winter
Games, but he was enthused by the
“snowy prelude”. Strutt in particular
had impressed him, as revealed in his
memoirs, not published until 1931:



There were a numberof memorable moments, such
as the ice hockey match between the teams ofCanada
and the United States. There was also the moving
occasion when, at thefoot of Mont Blanc, the medal
formountaineering was awarded to one ofthe lead-
ers of thefamous Mount Everest expedition, a coura-
geous Englishman who, defeated but not discour-
aged, wrote thathe would leave it next time at the top
ofthe highest summitin the Himalayas. In short, this
first week augured wellfor the destiny of the Winter
Games, asfor France's Olympic organising ability.2

And here begins the story of a promise unredeemed.

How Mountaineering got
into the Olympic Programme

At the founding Olympic Congress at the Sorbonne
a working party was given the job of drawing up a
list of possible sports to be included in the Games.
The "Commission des Jeux Olympiques™”, included
Coubertin, the first I0C President Dimitrios Vikelas and
the American Professor William M. Sloane amongst its
members. It presented its report on the final day of
the congress, 23 June 1894, and this work received un-
animous agreement. Itcontained, as well as the list of
desirable sports, this note:
In connection with the Olympic Games there should
also be a prize for mountaineering, so that the
greatest performance of the precedingfouryears can
besingled out

And that is the way it stayed. During the following
Olympiads there was no mention ofan "Alpinism Prize",
and it did not come up again until itwas mentioned in
the minutes of the 12thI0C Session in 1911 in Budapest
under the heading "Chasse et Alpinisme™, when I0C
General Secretary Brunetta d'Usseaux reminded the
meeting of the significance of the Olympic medal for
mountaineeering, whereupon the committee agreed
on “the programme for hunting and alpinism™.*Where
this hunting prize had suddenly come from remains
mystery.

The Stockholm Organising Committee in September
1911 sent a circular letter to various Alpine clubs and
organisations with the intention of finding suitable
candidates for "the finest performance in mountain
ascents during the years 1908-1911". It was noted in
the Official Report of the Games that "not even far-off
China being forgotten™.5But the response was dis-
appointing, and the chairman of the "Committee
for Mountain Ascents”, Erik Ullén, who had already
expressed doubts when he took over his post, sentthe
following memorandum to the Organising Committee
on 31 May 1912:

In accordance with the mandate received by the
Committeefor Mountain Ascents, the said Committee
now begs to state:

that, in the opinion ofthe Committee none of the
ascents which have been proposedfor the prize, ana
the merits of which could, according to the stipula-
tions of the competition, be taken into consideration,
is ofthat exceptional importance which one has the
right, as well as the duty, todemand for the award of
an Olympic Gold Medal:

that the Committee is strongly of the opinion that
there exists no satisfactory common basis for a
comparison between different ascents, and that,
consequently, ajustaward isimpossible.6

Jllén based this refusal on the participation of paid and
professional mountain guides who contradicted the
Oympic principle of amateurism, the impossibility of
comparing ascents and the variation in conditions faced
ay the climbers. In addition he declared:
4-The impossibility ofcorrectly estimating the degree
ofsafety with which an ascent has been made, it
being evident that the sporting value ofa climb must
be considered very much diminished if the climber
has exposed himselfto dangers that could have been
lessened, oraltogether avoided, by betterjudgment
and greaterskill.7

As a fifth and final point Ullén also added that
:he chairman of the jury relied for his knowledge
on information given by the mountaineer, "i. e. the
competitor himself". This was accepted in its entirety by
the Organising Committee on 2 July 1912, which wenta
step further in its deliberations: "There is no doubt but
-hatan Olympic mountainee'ing prize would lead to the
ossofmany human lives.”

In addition it complained thatthe climbs would take
olace in places where only a small circle of people with
similar interests would spectate. In short: “[...] the
standard of mountaineering as asportwould decline”.8

All the I10C could do was to recognise the change
of heart, which also applied to the "Olympic Prize for
Game Shooi ng". When the future Olympic Programme
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Alpinism, like
“patinage"”, skating,
was on the list of
desirable sports drawn
upin18% atthe
founding congress
atthe Sorbonne,

left: Coubertin was an
opponent of separate
Winter Games, but the
Winter Sports Week of
Chamonix was in his
view a successful
“snow prelude” for

the Summer Games.



The 1922 expedition
team at breakfast:
frontleft Wakefield,
then Morris and
General Bruce. Onthe
otherside at the front
sits Norton. In the

background some

Sherpas are to be seen,

but theirnamesare

unknown.

In the luggage of
the 1922 Mt. Everest-
Expedition was also a
Remington portable
typewriter, which had
come on the market
only 17 months earlier.
The manufacturer ex-
ploited this to the full

in an advertisement.

Illuslration: Typewtter Toptcs,
August 1911

was discussed at the 6"10lympic Congress Paris in July
1914 the two competitions were no longer to be found
on the agenda. At any rate they did not appear in the
Minutes, which were not published until 1919 because
of the outbreak ofthe FirstWorld War.
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That the two prizes did still exist and that ever a
"Commission d'Alpinisme™ had been set up under
the leadership of Dr. Jules Jacot-Guillarmod was
demonstrated atthe 20thIOCSession, at which Coubertin
presented a report. It had been written by a Swiss
doctor, who had taken part in several Himalayan
expeditions atthe turn ofthe century.

The Minutes also state: "The conclusions are unari-
mously accepted.”9The document does not spec fy
which conclusions. Clearly they had been received
positively.

A contributory factor was that Great Britain had
renewed its geopolitical interest in Tibet. From the late
19thcentury the British had been locked in an historic
conflict with Russia - described as the "Great Game"
- for hegemony in Central Asia. By the twenties, Russia
and China were neutralised by revolution and civil war,
so the 13th Dalai Lama, who had returned f'om exi e,
without direct compulsion found it advantageous tc
agree with certain arrangements, which made Tibet
de facto into a British protectorate. A consequence
was the opening ofthe frontier to British India. For the
mountaineering community this was significant. Their
imagination and ambition would be given wings.

The new situation that had arisen prompted the Roya
Geographical Society, together with the British Alpine
Club, to equip a Reconnaissance Expedition under the
leadership ofthe Irish aristocrat Lieutenant-Colonel
Charles Howard-Bury. His 1921 mission had the task or
exploring the geological conditions in the Himalaya



and undertake mapping. Among the by-products was
to find a viable route by which Mount Everest might be
climbed. On 24 September 1921 George Mallory and Guy
Bullock were the first people to reach the North Col at
around 7000 metres altitude. There the expedition had
to be aborted because of the imminentmonsoon.

The "Sacred Mountain"
that swallows human lives

The aim of the second British Mount Everest Expedition
0f1922 was to climb the highest mountain in the world
for the first time. They would be able to make use of
the information gathered by the cartographers. This
was a mountain regarded by local people as a "Sacred
Mountain™ and to which the Britons had in 1857 given
the name of the man who measured it: George Everest.

Those who took part in the expedition were chosen
not only for their ability as mountaineers, butalso their
education and background and the military rank which
six of them possessed. Three of them were GurkhasiO,
and one each belonged to the Royal Scots, the Royal
Field Artillery and the Machine Gun Corps. They were
accompanied by three doctors, ofwhom Dr. Theodor H.
Somervell and Dr. Arthur W. Wakefield had studied at
Cambridge University. Another of its graduates was the
mountaining teacher George Mallory, who could draw
on his experiences from 1921. As well as the climbers
there were a large number of local porters, so thatthe
full complement numbered around 160 men.

It had been decided to start in the pre-monsoon
period this time. From the starting pointin India the
route led to Tibet, because atthattime access to Mount
Everestwas only possible from the north. The route dis-
covered by Mallory began at the Rongbuk glacier. That
was where the base camp was set up. From 5 May 1922
other camps up to a height of around 7000 metres were
established.

But the first attempt, led by Mallory partly with-
out any auxiliary oxygen, failed, as did the second
under the leadership of Brigadier-General Bruce, who
managed with a small team, including photographer
and cameraman John B. Noel, to get within about
500 metres of the summit.

Although all the mountaineers were more or less
exhausted or sick and had suffered freezing to extre-
mities, the expedition's leadership decided on a
further attempt, in which a group of five took part,
supported by 14 porters. Butat Camp 1 one of the most
experienced men, George I. Finch, had to give up,
and as Dr. Wakefield remained with him, the team
was reduced to atrio, led by Mallory together with the
porters through the flank of the north saddle. There the
disaster took place on 7June 1922, when a snowboard
suddenly broke loose, tearing two of the four ropes into

The thirteen member, of the Mount Everest Expedition in the
Rongbuk Valley. Bottom row from left: George Herbert L. Mallory
(1886-1929), George ligle Finch (i888-" 970", Dr. Tom George longstaff
(1875-1961*), Brigadier-General CharlesG. B'uce (*866-1939),
lieutenant-Colonel Edward lisle Strutt (i87V1993) and Colin Grant
Crawford (1890-1959)- Behind left: Major Honry Treise Morshead
(1882-1931), Captain Geoffrey Bruce (1896-1972), Captain John B. Noel
(1890-1989), Dr. Arthar William W akefiild (1876-1999), Dr. Theodor
Howard Somervell (IE90-1975), Captain C. John Morris (1895-1980)

and Major Edward F. llorton (1884-195L).

The postcard was sold
in asetofsix forone
shilling to commemo-
rate the premiere of
Noel's"Climbing
Mount Everest”, to
raise funds for the
financing of the next

expedition.
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the depths. The bod es of s x porters were recovered
outanotherwas never found.The expedition was then
aborted, and one planned for 1923 was postponed by
ayear for financial reasons. This also failed, and cost
Malloryand his companion Andrew C. Irvine their lives,
.twas not until 29 May 1953 that the New Zealander
Edmund Hillary and the Sherpa Tenzing Norgay finally

succeeded In reaching he summit.

“Last-minute idea" and the irritating Paris medals

Despite their failure the mountaineers enjoyed enor-
mous popularity. Mallory and Finch reported on their
experiences on a three month long lecture tour through
the United States. When asked why he wanted to climb
Mount Everest, Mallory's reply became legendary:
“Because It'sthere."1

The film made by Noel appeared In March 1923 under
the title "Climbing Mount Everest”. Itwas shown forten
weeks atthe London Philharmonic Hall and also made a
big impression.12The exposed films had had developed
by the Captain atthe base camp In atentwhich allowed
no lightto penetrate. The Captain had made excursions
into Tibet while stationed in northern India. He had
dried the films using the heated dung ofyaks in the
absence of other heat sources.

In the long run the 10C could probably not resist this
hype. Their motives for giving the "Prix d'Alpinisme” to
the British expedition cannot be established for certain,
but it seems likely that the dramatic and tragic end of
the undertaking contributed to this decision. At least
Sandra Noel, the only daughter of the film documentary
maker, believes in a considered decision than rather in
a "last-minute idea", which she argues for by the fact
that the mountaineers did not receive medals of the
"Wintersports Week" butthose of the Paris Summer
Games.13Sup posedly there were not enough Chamonix
medals available.

Ms Noel probably starts from the position that
the medals for the remaining expedition members
were handed over also to Strutton that February day.
Which one he himself received is not known. In fact
In the Official Report 0f1924 "medals" are mentioned,
whereas Coubertin used the singular In his memoirs.

Itis likely thatthe remaining medals were handed over
ata later date - possibly even after the Summer Games -
atheory which which could be backed up bythe factthat
Noel's medal had gotlostin the post.*The same applies
to the information that the Mount Everest Committee,
which had been founded in the meantime by the Royal
Geographical Society and the Alpine Club, had request-
ed furter medals for the families of the seven porters.
Whetherthe requestwas fulfilled is unknown.

Whatever: Richard Robinson needed nine months to
establish the location of the first medal. After 18 months
he located anotherfive, while the others are considered
lost. All existing medals show the design "Paris 1924 ,
which proved a source of mystery for Charles Wakefield,
who lived In Canada. The grandson of Dr. Wakefield,
who had died in 1949, contacted ISOH General Secretary
Anthony Th. Bijkerk in 2007, to find outthe background
to the presentation of the medals.55

Five years later Wakefield junior said he was prepared
to put his grandfather’s medal at the disposal of "The



Olympic Games Pledge”. He sent Kenton Cool an E-mail
with the sentence "Arthur Wakefield's Olympic medal
is waitingforyou in Toronto wrapped in a flame red silk
handkerchief", atthe mountaineeringaceflewoverthe
Atlantic in the first week in March to borrow this most
vital item for the story.'6

It was on 25 May 2012 when Kenton Cool held the
relic up to the camera on the summit of Mount Everest.
Thus the promise of 1924 was fulfilled. After a six wek
expedition he returned to Great Britain, where the story
could be revealed to awider audience. Forthisthe Royal
Geographical Society put a second gold medal at his
disposal, said to have come from the estate of General
Charles Bruce. One day before the beginning of the
Olympic Games, on 26 July 2012, it was time to hit the
Olympictrail again. Cool was chosen to carry the Olympic
torch on the stretch between Camden and Westminster.
Acase perhaps of “Cool" running. (This time withouta
Jamaican bobsledder in sight.)

“Toni Tollkihn™ and a posthumous
gold medal for 1932

After the Paris Olympic Games, in November 1927, the
Alpinism prize was back on the agenda, this time at
the meeting ofthe IOC Executive Committee, created in
1921. In place ofthe hunting prize there had suddenly
appeared the "Prix d'Aeronautique™. The minutes
remain silent on the origins of this.17 However it
can be assumed from this that the IOC was against

HY did you -want to climb
Mount Everest? * This ques-

tion -was asked of George
Leigh Mallory, who was
with both expeditions toward
the summit of the world's highest

mountain, in 1921 and *922. and who is
now in New York. He ;tans to go again
tn 1924. and he gave as the reason for
persisting in theso repeated attempts to
reach the top. “ Because It's there."

"unnecessary regulations”. Baron de Blonay (Alpinisme)
and Marquis d? Polignac (Aéronautique) were charged
with compilingthe outstanding performances achieved
between i January 1924 and 31 December 1928. This in
itselfis a little strange. The period chosen makes little
"Olympic sense”. Itbegan before before Chamonix and
did not end un:il after the conclusion ofthe Amsterdam
Games. Despite that there was no one considered
worthy of orre ofthe prizes.

Itwas atime nwhich the craze for records blossomed
unimaginably. The new heroes were pilots like Charles
Lindbergh, and the cinema discovered a new genre:
the mountain film, in which the Germans especially
distinguished themselves. Parallel with the overheated
bundles of rerves, the desire grew to become famous
as conquerors of mountain peaks - and egos swelled
to maten. The most ambitious ofthe climbers began to
keep a close eye on each other, and on many mountains
there were leal races to be the first to reach the top.

“Why did you wantto
climb Mount Everest?"
George Mallory was
asked this question
on his lecture tour in
New York. His laconic
answer: "Because it's
there.”

Left: the 1922
expedition also
included Bruce's
cousin Geoffrey (left).
Right: George Ingle
Finch, the father of
the actor Peter Finch,
who in 1977 received
a posthumous “Oscar"
for his representation
ofa crazed television
presenter in the film

satire "Network".

The German Alpinists
Franz and Toni Schmid,
1932 Alpinism Prize
winners. OnWhit
Monday 1932 Toni and
his friend Ernst Krebs
fell from the North
Westwall ofthe
Wiesbachhorn. Krebs
who was three years
older, survived the fall
which was allegedly
caused when an ice-
fastening gave way.
In contrast to his
brother Franz Schmid
was much more
cautious and did not
take partin this climb.
Franz later became a
police inspector.

He lived to be 87.

asLippert



The 1932 Olympic
medal, awarded to the
German mountaineer
Franz Schmid. Top: at
the Closing Ceremony
in LosAngeles the
German NOC President
Theodor Lewald (right)
accepted the Alpinism
Prize on behalfofthe
schmid brothers from
the I0CPresident
Countde Baillet-
Latour. Right: Hettie
Dyhrenfurth.

Photos: Alpines Museum des
Deutschen Alpenvereirs
Minchen; Karl Lennartz

Archive; Official RepertLos
Angeles 1932

But the sensations in the mountains were limited. The
rorth wall ofthe Matterhorn was viewed as one of the
“last frontiers*.

In the summer a German quartet cycled from Munich
to Zermatt in Switzerland: There were two brothers
Franz and toni Schmid both students of natural
science, as well as their colleague Hans Ertl and his
friend Friedel Brem. All four had adream: they wanted
to ccnquerthe mountain from the north side a height of
4774 gtres. However they kept qu iet about their plans,
forthey were disunited. Ertl, destined to become chief
cameraman fo' Leni Riefenstahl Olympia films in 1936,
tnought they should wait because ofthe bad weather,
but the Schmids saw it differently. They hated the
tnought ofs tting around idly. While their competitors
apprehensively observed the rock face, Franz and Toni
Schmid lefttne group on 30 July 1931. They set offshortly
before midnight, but it was hours later before they
informed a pub landlord oftheir intention. When itwas
still dark they climbed over the glacier, and when day
dawned they stood at the foot o-'the 533 m high north
wall which was their target. The date they recorded
in the peak diary on the Italian side was 1 Augusti93i.
Eut the mountain got its revenge, probably because
i: had lost ins virginity. On the descent it poured out
its entire repeloire: storms, rock falls, snow, hail and
avalanches. Yetthe Schmids got down safely, and were
received in Zermattwith jubilation.

The world of mountaineering showed itself to be
split. There were some who were envious, people, who
accused them of showing off, and critics who were to
be taken seriously. The Olympic champion Strutt even
wrote aboutthe despoiling ofthe Matterhorn, because
the brotners had struck hooks into the glacier.18Others
spoke of awrcng development, and yet others main-
tained that young people would be chased to their
ceath by suchcompetitive climbing.19

Among the admirers was Theodor Lewald, who atthe
10C Executive meeting on 11 June 1932 in Lausanne -
supported by Count Bonacossa - proposed his two
compatriots for the Alpinism prize. Six weeks later
came the full 10C Session in Los Angeles. According
to the Minutes the distinction went to "Mr. Schmid
(Allemagne)”, for in the interim the hunt for records
had sealed the fate ofthe four and a halfyears younger
brother "Toni". Simon Anton Schmid, to give him his full
name, had 'alien to his death on Whit Monday 1932 from
the north westwall ofthe Wiesbachhorn in theTauern
range.

His friend Ernst Krebs fell into the depths with him,
but he had the good fortune to survive the accident.
After that K'ebs dedicated himselfto the racing kayak.
Atthe end cfthe twenties he had contributed greatly to
its development. In 1936 at Berlin-Grlinau, he became
Olympic champion in the Kl class over 10,000 metres.
Thirty four years later on 20Julyi970 Krebs wentto help
a neighbor repair his drainpipe. Standing on a ladder,
he lost his balance and fell to his death. Talk about the
irony of history. Men like him just could notdie in bed.D

In view ofthe tragic end of “Toni Tollkiihn" (Temerity
Tony), as the younger Schmid was also called, we can
understand whatJ. Sigrid Edstrom said. The Swede had
emphasised at the 10C Session in Los Angeles that he
would vote for this award, but thought itappropriate in
future to consult the international federation before the



prize was awarded. Moreover atthe same Session the
death knell of the hunting prize was sounded, without
itever having been awarded.2

Although the Session had decided otherwise, the I0C
finally awarded gold medals to both brothers.2Lewald
received the medals and charged his colleague Karl
Ritter von Haltwith the presentation of the trophies.
Thus Franz Schmid and his father received the prizes
at a festive evening in Munich's Lowenbraukeller on
5September1932.3

A German struggle for the
"German" Kangchanjunga

While there were few summits left in Europe that
appeared worth climbingforthe firsttime, the distant
Himalayas with their unvanquished eight thousand
metre peaks exercised a great fascination. After the
British fiasco of 1924 the Dalai Lama did not grant
permission for any further climbs for some time?24,
and since the king of Nepal permitted crossings of
his kingdom only in exceptional cases, the focus was
perforce on other summits, of which the 8565 metre
high Kangchanjunga exercised a particular attraction.
Until 1852 it was considered the highest mountain in
the world, when trigonometric measurements of India
taken by British scientists established that it was not
quite as high as Mount Everest and K2.

Itwas in particular the Germans who strove for the
heights in this instance, and in doing so there arose
bitter rivalries among them. After the experienced
expedition leader and film producer Glnter Oskar
Dyhrenfurth had, on 16 January 1929, handed in a
detailed plan for the climbing of "Katsch” to the main
committee of the German and Austrian Alpine Club
(DuOeAV), his toughest opponent Paul Bauer made the
same request exactly two months later. And although
the former Freikorps fighter, who worked as a notary
public in Nabburg (Bavaria), did notyet have a British
visa for India, he nonethless he setin motion a hastily
assembled and insufficiently financed group atthe
end ofJune 1929. This consisted exclusively of the elite
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PAUL BAUER
Art Competition
Literary Competition.,

The 1930 “Inter-
national Himalaya
Expedition” led
by Giinter Oscar

Dyhrenfurth.

The notary Paul Bauer
received a gold medal
for his book "Struggle
forthe Himalayas” in
the literature category
of the artistic compe-
titions atthe1932
Games. Left: the
Olympic diploma of
LosAngeles.

Photos: Alpines Museum des

Deutschen Alpenvereins
Minchen; Karl Lennartz Archive



“Herrund Frau Pro-
fessor Dyhrenfurth.”
The photo appeared
in a Swiss magazine
under the title “The
first gold medals for
Switzerland". Ashort
time later the Swiss
Olympic Committee
denied all knowledge

of this.

Dyhrenfurth Archive

Die ersten Goldmedaillen

far die Schweiz

circle ofthe Academic Alpenverein of Munich (AAVM).
Purely to get ahead of Dyhrenfurth, who already had
lad permission to travel to Nepal in 1930, he decided
put up with the unfavourable post-monsoon period.
On 3 October 1929 two expedition members reached the
north west ridge, where at 7400 m they encountered
a five day snowstorm which forced them to give up.
Although the expedition was ultimately unsuccessful,
Bauer had stolen the show from his rival. Dyhrenfurth,
who had been a professor at the university of his home
town Breslau since 1919, nonetheless keptto his plan, as
finance had been secured. The Scherl publishing house
in Berlin had given him an advance for a book, and the
“ransocean Film Company shared the costs. In contrast
to Bauer, Dyhrenfurth did not only rely on German
mountaineers. Instead he founded the "Internationale
Himalaya-Expedition 1930", to which he recruited
Austrians, a Swiss and a few Britons as well. This latter
group persuaded The Timesto help with sponsorship.
While Bauer a First World War prisoner of the British
lefusedto throw in his lot with them, Dyhrenfurth saw
in them his teachers. After receiving the book "Mount
Everest - the exploratoryjourneyi92i" by Howard-Bury
as a present that Christmas, he had immeditely gone
with his family to Grindelwald, as he had found outthat
Bruce and his men had a training camp there. In fact
the two men met, butthe General was not prepared to
acceptan unknown Germai as a member of his expe-
dition. He considered that Everest was to be the "third
Pole” and as such uniquely British.5
While Dyhrenfurth was occupied with the formalities
and finances - it was more or less at the last moment

thatthe DuOeAV and its Swabian section decided to give
a financial contribution - his wife Hettie looked after
the equipment, to acquire which she had recourse to
donations 'rom German and Swiss companies.% The
only child of the well-off Heymanns, a Jewish family of
industrialists from Breslau, she had become engaged
as a IA year old to Dyhrenfurth (himself only 19) and
married him five years later. The honeymoon took them
- where else? - to the Alps. The family planning was
remarkable: in 1913 the first child was born, ini9iAthe
couple undertook the first Himalayas expedition, in
1915 the second child arrived, followed by the second
Himalayan expedition in 1916. In 1917 the third child
followed - the later equally successful mountaineerson
-, and in 1918 the Dyhrenfurths set offfor the
third time to explore the "roofofthe world".

Hettie Dyhrenfurth was the only woman in the
team. She was in charge of rations and baggage which
needed no fewer than 300 porters. As a climber in her
own right, she was up with the men. on 1June 1930 she
led 22 porters in a snowstorm over a difficult pass ata
height of 6120 metres. Meanwhile the mountaineering
duo ofSchneider-Hoerlin achieved two spectacular first

Norman

ascents, butthe real aim of the expedition was missed.
Theycould rotfind a navigable path to Kangchanjunga.
On 15 June 1930 the tour ended with the start of the
monsoon.

Still, it was a remarkable achievement, which had
added significance from the geological researches and
medical tesis that Dyhrenfurth carried out. Among the
important documents produced bythe expedition were
the sound film "Himatschal - throne of the gods", and
the book "Himalaya - our expedition 1930", published
by the Scherl Verlag in 1931.

Thus the competitive struggle moved to the book
market, for in the same year Paul Bauer published his
work "The Struggle for the Himalayas"”, whose subtitle
indicated who had won the race: "The first German
attack on Kangchendzénga 1929". Encouraged by Carl
Diem, the General Secretary of the German Olympic
Committee, he entered the book for the "Literature"
section of the Olympic Art Contests in 1932 in Los Angeles.
Following Diem's invitation Dyhrenfurth was “of course
willing™ to lay a copy of his "Himalaya" before the
judging parel in Los Angeles.Zz However he did not get
through the first round. The German jury, presided over
by Reichskunstwart Edwin Redslob rejected the book, as
it "[was] notthoughtas appropriate as Bauer's 'Struggle
for the Himalayas’, in which the sporting character is
more to the fore."20The resultis well-known. Ajury of
four, made up of prominent people, awarded Bauerthe
Olympic gold medal.® Lewald received it on the final
day in the LesAngeles Memorial Colosseum.

Five and a half months later Adolf Hitler came to
power. Dyhrenfurth reacted to the Nazi book-burning



of 10 May 1933, which took place also in Breslau,
by resigning his chair, to the astonishment of his
colleagues. He applied for Swiss nationality, which
was rapidly granted.0At the same time - in August
1933 - Bauer was named by the NS regime as the top
German mountaineer. As expected, he put into effect
the discriminatory "Aryan paragraph”, by which Hettie

Dyhrenfurth as aJewish woman was also affected.

The Dyhrenfurths - devalued and silenced

In the light ofthis it is astonishing that the I0C, of all
places at its Berlin Session on 31July 1936, made the de-
cision to award the "Prix d'Alpinisme™ to two German
exiles - the Dyhrenfurths. From the Minutes itis unclear
who made the proposal -
the ageing Swiss Vice-President Godefroy de Blonay

it may have come from

(formally responsible in the 10C for mountaineering)
who had had to tender an apology for absence. It was
however noted thatthe decision was unanimous. Once
again however the committee pointed out “"thatthe
giving ofthis award conceals in itselfthe risk of moti-
vatingyoung people to over-adventurous ascents", and
it resolved “"thatthe prize from now on would only be
awarded ifthe national Alpine club gives the assurance
thatthe performance was achieved under its control".a

The justification for honouring the Dyhrenfurths
was formulated in very general terms. In the Minutes
the reference is to "a series of remarkable ascents and
scientific expeditions in the Himalayas", so thatthe
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honour was to be regarded as an appreciation of the
entirety of their efforts. According to the rules only the
individual performance should have been evaluated,
in which case, during the the Olympic time-frame,
only the "Internaticnale Himalaya-Expedition 1934"
would have been able tc be considered. This led in
the Karakorum to :he Hidden Peak, where Hettie
Dyhrenfurth with the climb to Sia Kagri improved her
women altitude wor d record to 7313 metres.

But with this journey it was not climbing that had
precedence., buttfe ohotography on the original places
show in the film "The Demon of the Himalayas"”. The
plot entailed the imaginative search for the spirit of
the mountains who according to the local inhabitants
kept watch over the peaks. 2The film was directed by
Dyhrenfurth togethe- with Andrew Marton; besides that
he played himselfasthe expedition leader. Behind the
camera was Hans Ertl.3 Despite the film the expedition
was afinancial disappointment.

The three Germar 10C Members offered no official
objection to the d stinction given to their former com-
patriots. There was no ccunter-proposal,which was
understandable in view of the catastrophe of the
"German Himalaya Expedition 1934", which had
been paid for by the state and started amid much
propaganda and expense. During this German-
Austrian undertaking, which had led to Nanga Parbat,
four mountaineers Tad perished miserably. The con-
sequence was mutualrecriminations over who was to
blame, also a reflection of the tensions between the
two neighbours. For after "Kantsch™, the NS sports
authorities laid claim also to Nanga Parbat, which was
declared pathetically to be "the Germans'fated moun-
tain™. Everestwas “generously” leftto the British, 12to
the Italians, and A-napurra was considered "French".3*

Although the 101 had reached its decision on 31 July
1936, the Chefde Mission of the Swiss team, Dr. Francis

“Olympic victory
ceremony for special
performances in
mountaineering takes
place on Sunday after-
noon, 16.8,about
17.00 hours in the

Berlin Olym picstadi-

respectfully invited."
The telegram was only
sentofftotheDyhren-
furths in Zarich on the
day before the cere-
mony, although the
10C decision had been
taken two weeks pre-

viously.

Left: Olympic tablet
ofhonouratthe
Marathon Gate of
the Berlin Olympic
stadium.The
achievement ofthe
Dyhrenfurths was set
in bronze atthe
bottom of the column
underthe heading

“Special Recognition.”



COMITE OLYMPIQUE SUISSE

Se:rétrUt Geénéral
LAUSANNE

Lausanne, le 7 %00t 1?36.

>'adame et Monsieur O.O.Dyrenfurtl
Professeur,

Sudstr. 10,

ZURICH 8

lies ci?ttrs Coippatrio”tes,

_/u nom du Comité olvmM-ue «"iB&« y °i I'honneur de vous
frire ssvo'r que vo"~ aves ne-u le o-ix d'elpinisme pour
vos diverses expéditions a | "Hvmrlaya, spécialement poit
celle de 1931 rs? cours 4e laquelle >*pdree Wrenfurth p éta-
bli un nouveau record féminin d‘ascension et Je vous € lresse
les plus sinceres félicitations de notre Comité,

La remise de le médaille d'or pour 1lklnirisn» aura lieu
le dernier jour des jeux soit le 16 ao(t au Stade Olympique;
si vous pouvez venir pour recevoir la dite médaille Cela
serait un grand honneur pour le Suisse. Sinon noua prendrons
la dite médaille pour vous la remettre a notre retour.

Avec nos félicitations veuillez agréer, Mes chefs Com-

patriotes, l'assurance de noe sentiments les meilleurs.
Le Chef de la Mission suisse
T T
Sec, Oén. Hon. du C.O.S,
o,

inhis letter to the
Dyhrenfurths of
7Augus:i936.the
secretary-General of
the Swiss NOCor.
Francis Messerli said
itwould be "a great
honour'ifthey would
come to Berlin to win
thegoic medals on the
last day. Hardly were
the Gair es over than
he maintained the
Alpinism Prizes were

not"0lympic”.

Tok %

Messerli, turned aweek laterto his “dear compatriots™

to express his congratulations. Since the presentation

of the "gold medal for Alpinism" was to take place on

the final day of the Games, i.e. 16 Augusti936, he wrote
tothem: “[...] itwould be a great honour for Switzer-
land ifyou could come to receive the medal referred to.

If not, we will receive the medal and hand it over to you

on our return." % An official invitation to the "Ehepaar
Dyrenfurth™ [sic!] did not follow until 15 Augustvia the

Organising Committee, butthat may well not have been

the only reason why Hettie Dyhrenfurth had no desire

whatsoever to risk ajourney to Berlin ten months after
the procamation ofth anti-Jewish "Nuremberg Laws".

Thus itwas leftto her husband to acceptthe prize - two
Olympic gold medals and the oak wreaths given to the

winners. The presentation, as the lastvictory ceremony,
was supposed immediatelytofollowthatforthe eques-
trianism, programmed fori7.30.3Butas the progress of
the "Prix des Nations" had been held up by more than
an hour, the whole timetable of the Closing Ceremony,
in which the extinction of the Olympic Flame had been
intended to coincide with the setting of the sun, was
thrown completely out.

The presentation of the Alpinism prize and of the
"Prix d'Aéronautique”, which had also been awarded
to a Swiss - Hermann Schreiber - thus took place un-
der greattime pressure. And since there was no infor-
mation in the programme as to its significance, the

presentation can have made little impression on the
hundred thousand spectators present. Even the Official
Report, so exhaustive in other areas, said nothing about
the prize. Tne Dyhrenfurths are immortalized on the
second table of honour of gold medal winners atthe
Marathon Gate ofthe Berlin Olympic Stadium but only
underthe heading "Special Recognition”.3

Since this remarkable silence extended to the other
publications, we can suspect that it was not in the
German interestto give publicity to the two renegade
mountaineers. In Switzerland, a magazine had
celebrated the couple's achievement with a photo-
graph. Strangely, when itcametothe official bookofthe
Games produced by the Julius Wagner PublishingHouse
in Zurich, the name Dyhrenfurth was left out.38

In a letter Dyhrenfurth complained to the publisher,
who was also German by birth and had been part of
the German team which won the 1906 Olympic tug-of-
war.®Wagner objected to the “tone™ and gave him a
lecture:

These are not Olympic prizes, andfor thatreason these

distinctions - even if they are ofa higher value than

agold medal awarded for some victory in running,

throwing, swimming orsailing - do notbelong in a

work exclusively dealing with the Olympic Games.*0

Another complaint to the Swiss Olympic Committee
and its General Secretary Dr. Francis Messerli in person
was rejected, although Dyhrenfurth was able to put
forward thoroughly convincing arguments from the
example of the Schmid brothers:

In Los Angeles in 1932 the Germans won the "Prix

d'alpinisme™, through the Schmidt [sic!] brothersfor

thefirstclimbing of the Matterhorn northface. Atthat
time no one dared to exclude these Olympic cham pi-
onsfrom the listofwinners. [...] On the contrary, all
official sites underlined this German Olympic victory.

Now, in 1936, the Germons did notsucceed with their

candidates. ASwiss mountaineering and research-

ing couple won this victory. In the German camp, as

I know for afact, there was 0 depressed mood, and

they tried by all means possible to triviaUse this Swiss

victory and suppress it. Thatis unfortunately not to
change. Weall know what powerpropaganda has in
the Third Reich.

In a blunt reply Messerli explained that the author and
publisher of the Olympia book was completely free and
needed no directions. The Swiss Olympic Committee had
other concerns than such a protest. Furthermore he de-
manded that Dyhrenfurth “cause no useless polemics
and behave himself".altwas no surprise therefore that
atthe first ICC Session after the Second World War it was
the Swiss who requested that "Special Recognition™
should be given up. Thereupon the Session resolved:



"On the proposal ofthe Executive Committee the awards Although Hettie

for Alpinism and Aeronautics are abolished."w Dyhrenfurth (1892-
3.a 0. 2tpenocrdn

Usually the descent is quicker than the ascent. The ~3ettion -SdmiDOcn

1972) wentwith her
"Prix d*Alpinisme" is history. Had things been were children to the USAin

different, the record breaking climber Kenton Cool the mid 1930s, where
would have been in with a greatchance ofa gold medal. Profca‘o + Dr. Dyhranfu
At the start of May 2013 he stood within three days on

three summits: on 1 May he climbed Nuptse (7861 m),

because of heraltitude

record she had become
schr gaafena ?Harr Proiaanor!
much in demand,

Ihran an 24.8.115» auf 51.12.1938 erltiSrtan Austritt
aua «ar Saktlon Sohwi-bn bastktige Ich unter Paralgun« Ihrer
Orinda. lah eernag Jaioi nicht su beurteilen, ab Sie In
den Beheelser Al eakin>, den Alpine Club oder den Ilanlajran

on 2 May there followed the eleventh ascent of Mount there was no chance

Everest, and on 3 May his triple ended on the 8516 m ofa furtheremigra-

high Lhotse. But once something has been erased, it tion for her husband.

passen.
Ihr Sohrelben hebe Ish den 7emltungacu-ec..u8 tag—

seldom returns. At most, some believe, there are al- The consequence was

legedly rebirths in a different form. To that extent the alienation - in 102*8

»orstiglioher Hoch*

announcement caused attention that at the meeting the couple divorced.

ofthe IOC Executive Board in February 2013 sportclimb- aelrt. Schwaben In the face of the Nazi

ing made the jump into the seven shortlisted sports to terror, Giinter Oskar

i L-o.igiauasctus d

be considered for the 2020 Olympic programme - so to Dyhrenfurth (1886-

speak the base camp before the ascentcould begin. « 1975)saw itasa
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