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Overview
Wikipedia 
Basic rules and community norms
Orient around a page
How to create an account
How to add a statement 
How to add a reference

Wikimedia Commons
How to upload your own image
How to upload an image from iNaturalist
How to place an image into Wikipedia

Wikidata
Intro to platform and reuse examples
Taxon species item
Botanist item
Publication item

Summary & Questions
Vitex lucens, 'Pūriri' by Daniel Mackenzie, Public Domain, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vitexlucens.jpg


Top 10 internet site
Top internet search result
Reuse of Wikipedia articles 

e.g. iNaturalist, ALA & CoL
Easy way to share knowledge
Adds efficiency in finding resources
More editors equals greater accuracy

Why edit Wikipedia?

Watercolour illustration of the Kallymeniaceae algae Plate 75 from Seaweeds of New Zealand by Nancy Adams, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CA0008920080001_Watercolour_illustration_of_the_Kallymeniaceae_algae_Plate_75_from_Seaweeds_of_New_Zealand_Te_Papa_829925_85838.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

Wikipedia plant by Akainacephalus, CC BY-SA 4.0 , via Wikimedia Commons. Plants in a Wikipedia mug by Mrb Rafi, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedia_is_an_encyclopedia
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia_Plant.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plants_in_a_Wikipedia_mug_04.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Neutral point of view

Verifiability

No original research

Core content policies

  Baeomyces heteromorphus by Peter de Lange, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:No_original_research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Core_content_policies
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baeomyces_heteromorphus_44891058.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Notability 

Reliable sources

Content guidelines

 Dryandra pteridifolia Curtis’ botanical magazine. Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:N
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:RS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:List_of_guidelines
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Curtis%27s_botanical_magazine_(Plate_3500)_(8043245541).jpg


Behavioural guidelines 

Be bold - just give it a go

Assume good faith

Copyright / plagiarism

Conflict of interest

   Faradaya splendida, Papua New Guinea, 1916 by Ellis Rowan, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:List_of_guidelines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Be_bold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Assume_good_faith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Plagiarism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Faradaya_splendida_F.Muell.,_Lamiaceae,_Papua_New_Guinea,_1916%3F_Ellis_Rowan.jpg


Plagiarism / Copyright

Copyright is COMPLEX!

Copying of text in Wikipedia 

Public domain (in appropriate jurisdictions) OR 
Reuse allowed under an open licence 
(CC0, CC BY, or CC BY-SA)
Wikipedia Attribution templates

Copying of images into Wikicommons
Wikicommons info on copyright

Stereocaulon argus by Heidi Meudt, CC BY 4.0 , via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Plagiarism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_law_of_New_Zealand
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Attribution_templates
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Copyright_rules
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stereocaulon_argus_-_Heidi_Meudt_-_319294775.jpeg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0%3E


Conflict of Interest

Paid or personal connection 
with an article subject?

If YES, then DON’T EDIT that 
article!

Example of COI statement

Screenshot of Heidi Meudt User page. CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Foundation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Stitchbird2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Stitchbird2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_4.0_International_License


Indigenous knowledge

Wikimedia Australia - Indigenous knowledge sharing policy

Wikimedia Aotearoa New Zealand -  kaupapa | mission

Wikimedia Australia and First Nations Metadata 2024 paper

Blog by User:Worldsgreatestmum

Screenshot of Diff blog by User:Worldsgreatestmum CC BY-SA 4.0

https://wikimedia.org.au/wiki/Indigenous_Knowledge_Sharing
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Aotearoa_New_Zealand
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13614568.2024.2374294#abstract
https://diff.wikimedia.org/2024/02/20/protecting-matauranga-maori-within-an-open-knowledge-platform/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Wikipedia page orientation

Screenshot of Oxera splendida Wikipedia article. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxera_splendida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_4.0_International_License


History page and talk page

Screenshot of Oxera splendida Wikipedia article and talk page. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxera_splendida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Oxera_splendida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_4.0_International_License


How to create an account

Screenshot of Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lYEZhUCJVA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_4.0_International_License


How to edit

Screenshot of Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w03OMnNpc4s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nothofagus_perryi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_4.0_International_License


How to cite - citoid tool

Screenshot of Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5Yv9GhoH_w
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_the_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_4.0_International_License


Wikimedia Commons

Need an account!

Workflow Handout

Adding own images video

Wikimedia Commons logo. This is a derivative based on the design by User:Reidab and earlier work by Pumbaa, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Commons_Workflow_handout_1.0.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMBeODoSZlE
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia_Commons_logo_Spanish_vertical_in_colour.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Upload image from iNaturalist 

iNat2Wiki

Bulbinella rossii iNaturalist observation by Heidi Meudt, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons, Screenshot of iNat2Wiki tool. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0  

https://inat2wiki-dev.toolforge.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bulbinella_rossii_-_Heidi_Meudt_-_320403736.jpeg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://inat2wiki-dev.toolforge.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


1) Find an observation. Use Filters in iNat to make 
sure the observation is
a) Research Grade
b) License: CC BY 4.0, CC0 or CC BY SA

2) Copy the iNaturalist observation ID here:
https://inat2wiki-dev.toolforge.org/parse/

3) Choose an image from that observation to 
upload, click “Upload to Commons”

4) Check that the text looks correct, change the 
file name if required, and click “Upload File”

5) Your image should now appear on Wikimedia 
Commons and can be reused!

iNat2Wiki Workflow

Argentina papuana. Argentina papuana.jpg, Kristof Zyskowski, CC BY 4.0 via Wikimedia Commons

https://inat2wiki-dev.toolforge.org/parse/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Find observation in iNaturalist 



Obtain iNaturalist observation ID



iNat2Wiki upload preparation



Upload to Wikimedia Commons



Screenshot of Oxera splendida Wikipedia article. Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 3.0

Adding images 
to

Wikipedia 

Instruction Video

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxera_splendida
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/training/professional-development/images-and-media/add-an-image-to-wikipedia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6xsmMte0JM


Screenshot of Wikipedia article, Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 3.0

Adding images 
to 

Infobox

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breutelia_aristifolia
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


   What is Wikidata?

Structured data
Multilingual
Anyone can edit 
CC0 licensed
Identifier hub
Queryable
Data reuse

Wikidata logo, Wikimedia Foundation  CC0 via Wikicommons

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata-logo.png
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Wikidata items are interconnected by Siobhan Leachman CC0 via Wikicommons

Structured and linked data

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mexia_Wikidata_items_are_interconnected.png
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Multilingual data

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia wikidata item, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Multilingual editing

Screenshots of Wikidata language settings, Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Anyone can edit

Wikidata Advocates in Emerging Communities by Wikimedia Germany and Reboot, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Advocates_in_Emerging_Communities.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


CC0 License

Open Data CC0 by Jan Ainali, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Data_CC0_Wikidata.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Identifier hub

Screenshot of Ynes Mexia Wikidata item identifiers Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q2600470
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Queryable

Screenshot of map generated from Wikidata query and screenshot of Wikidata Query Builder, Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 4.0 

https://query.wikidata.org/querybuilder/
https://w.wiki/AAFA
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Data reuse examples

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Bionomia

Te Papa  

Roundtrip process by Jan Dittrich (WMDE), CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
https://bionomia.net/
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roundtrip_Process.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Biodiversity Heritage Library 

Screenshots of BHL catalogue  reused for education purposes under section 43 of the New Zealand Copyright Act. Screenshot from Bionomia reused with permission. 

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/creator/15373#/titles
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1994/0143/latest/DLM345962.html


Bionomia 

Screenshot of Bionomia profile for Ynes Mexia. Bionomia. Reused with permission.

https://bionomia.net/
https://bionomia.net/Q2600470


Example from 
GLAM institution 
(Te Papa): adding 
museum identifiers 
to Wikidata

Screenshot of Wikidata item for Nancy Adams (Q3297913), CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q3297913
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q3297913
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Example from GLAM institution (Te Papa): 
adding Wikidata identifiers to our collection 
database (Emu)

On Te Papa’s 
website →

Screenshots of Te Papa’s Emu collection database and Collections Online entry for Nancy Adams, Copyright Te Papa, used with permission.

https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/agent/2583


How to edit Wikidata
Wikidata tours tutorials

How to edit Wikidata video

Creating a new taxon item 

Screenshot 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=645bk8HQ4aw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1upJoau1ZCpOC6qrSMbgywfaqt07QCrFozRRIX8rbi4A/edit?usp=sharing


Well modelled plant species item

Screenshots of Eucalyptus globulus Wikidata item and Eucalyptus globulus Wikimedia Commons category. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q159528
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q159528
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Eucalyptus_globulus
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Taxa properties figure

Taxon item properties. Siobhan Leachman. CC0 via Wikimedia Commons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taxon_item_properties_diagram_pdf.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taxon_item_properties_diagram_pdf.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Well modelled botanist item

Screenshot of Wikidata item. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Resource for creating Wikidata 
items for collectors

Video on creating Wikidata items 
for bat collectors

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q21510988
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q21510988
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11248055
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.11248055
https://youtu.be/BYvoXKBSGA8
https://youtu.be/BYvoXKBSGA8


Botanist properties figure

Botanist Wikidata properties figure. Siobhan Leachman. CC0 via Wikimedia Commons.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Botanist_item_properties_diagram_10_Dec.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Botanist_item_properties_diagram_10_Dec.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Well modelled scholarly article item

Thornhill, A. H., Crisp, M. D., Külheim, C., Lam, K. E., Nelson, L. A., Yeates, D. K., & Miller, J. T. 2019. A dated 
molecular perspective of eucalypt taxonomy, evolution and diversification. Australian Systematic Botany, 32(1): 
29-48. Screenshot of publication Wikidata item. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q112809453
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q112809453
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Wikidata for Botanists 2025 paper and blog

Screenshot of Mering, Sabine von & Leachman, Siobhan & Santos, Joaquim & Meudt, Heidi. (2025). Wikidata for Botanists: Benefits of collaborating and sharing Linked Open Data. Annals of botany. 
136. 10.1093/aob/mcaf062. CC BY 4.0  via Oxford Academic.

https://academic.oup.com/aob/article/136/3/491/8158086
https://blog.tepapa.govt.nz/2025/07/14/the-power-and-potential-of-wikidata-for-botany/
https://doi.org/10.1093/aob/mcaf062
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Summary
What we’ve learned today:

How to edit Wikipedia
How to add images to Wikimedia Commons
How to edit Wikidata

We encourage you to start editing!
Follow your passion
Learning by doing
Use the resources on the Webinar page
Connect with a wiki community in your city or country

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Online/Introductory_Wiki_webinar_14_October_2025


Thank you by Bill Smith (Cropped) CC BY 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/byzantiumbooks/27431191333
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


© Siobhan Leachman and Heidi Meudt 2025. Unless 
indicated otherwise for specific images, this slide deck is 

licensed for re-use under the Creative Commons Attribution 
CC BY 4.0  International licence. Please note that this licence 
does not apply to any images. Those specific items may be 

re-used as indicated in the image rights statement within 
each slide. In essence, you are free to copy, distribute and 

adapt this slide deck, as long as you abide by the other 
licence terms. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


ANY QUESTIONS?




