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Foreword

There is no denying we have entered a new phase

of the climate fight - one defined by a federal
administration determined to tether our country to
polluting and costly fossil fuels, even as the science
demands we transition to clean energy and states like
New York move to do so as quickly as possible.

New York continues to make important extraordinary
progress. We passed the Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act, which six years later
remains one of the strongest climate laws in the
nation. The rollout of congestion pricing has been a
huge unmitigated success. We’ve begun decarbonizing
our buildings and electrifying school buses, boosted
funding for environmental protection and water
quality, and made big strides in renewable energy.

But progress only matters if we keep moving forward,
and the 2025 Legislative Session was New York’s first
test in this new era.

There were important victories. The FY26 Budget
included an historic $1 billion for climate mitigation
projects, including $200 million for thermal energy
networks at SUNY campuses and in communities
across the state. Lawmakers reauthorized the State
Superfund, increased funding for the EPF to a record
$425 million, amended the mansion tax to exempt
land acquired for open space preservation, and funded
arecord $68 billion MTA Capital Plan.
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In the regular session the State Senate and Assembly
repealed the outdated 100-foot rule - a key step in
the transition away from fossil fuels that will save
ratepayers $200 million annually - and updated how
renewable energy systems are appraised. They also
delivered measures to make e-bike and e-scooter
batteries safer, enhance the Septic System
Replacement Program, and enact a long-overdue ban
on PFAS in menstrual products. All of these bills have
been signed into law by Governor Hochul.

Unfortunately the session will also be remembered
for what was not achieved. While the Senate once
again passed a Clean Fuel Standard and the
Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure
Act, as well as the Find Lead Pipes Faster Act and the
Road Salt Task Force bill, these measures never came
to a floor vote in the Assembly. And both chambers
missed a huge opportunity to boost solar energy
production by failing to advance Automatic Solar
Permitting.

We cannot allow our progress to slip into fits

and starts. Climate change is not waiting. Flash
floods drown our roads and subways with alarming
regularity, wildfire smoke drifts in from Canada
annually, and each year is hotter than the last.

This is about more than setting bold goals and
meeting targets. Unless we take real, concrete action,
the crisis will only worsen.

The path forward picks up where the Senate and
Assembly left off — passing measures that reduce
emissions from the transportation sector, get us on

the path to zero waste, continue to decarbonize
state facilities, and expand renewable energy and
battery storage.

New York must advance toward a clean energy
economy wherever and however it can, independent
of Washington, while laying the groundwork for when
the federal logjam breaks — an outcome we must all
work to bring about.

We also need local officials to be partners when it
comes to implementation and to lead in educating
their communities about the safety and benefits of
clean energy technology.

IT’S ALL HANDS ON DECK.

New York has the resources and the responsibility
to lead the nation’s clean energy transition. But
leadership doesn’t just happen. That’s why we urge
New Yorkers to use this scorecard to measure the
actions - or inactions - of their representatives.

Only by holding lawmakers accountable can

we ensure New York remains at the forefront of
the climate fight and continues to set the standard
for the nation to follow.

Julie Tighe
President, NYLCV



New York State
Budget Victories

While we don’t assign a score to the State Budget, it delivered significant progress on
climate action this year. Most notably, it included a historic $1 billion investment in
climate initiatives, supporting thermal energy networks, electric school buses, renewable
energy, and clean energy upgrades for New Yorkers. The budget also included a fully
funded MTA Capital Plan and a record-high $425 million for the Environmental Protection
Fund. The continued allocation of $500 million for the Clean Water Infrastructure Act was
a win, but still $100 million short of what’s needed to protect our water systems. We hope
New York continues to lead with strong, sustained investments in climate, mass transit,
and environmental protection.

BUDGET MEASURES NYLCV SUPPORTED INCLUDED

$1B for the Sustainable Future Program
e $450M for building decarbonization projects, including at least $200 million for thermal energy networks

e $250M for zero emission transportation, including up to $100 million for electric school buses and related
infrastructure

e $200M for renewable energy projects
$68B for the fully funded MTA’s Capital Plan

Increasing the Environmental Protection Fund to $425 million, getting us closer to the goal
of a $500 million EPF

Reauthorization of the State Superfund program
Expansion of the geothermal tax credit

Exempting land acquired for open space preservation from the mansion tax

We applaud Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Speaker Heastie,
Environmental Conservation Committee Chairs Senator Peter Harckham and Assemblymember
Deborah Glick, and Energy Committee Chairs Senator Kevin Parker and Assemblymember Didi

Barrett for including these important policies in this year’s budget.
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About the Bills

REPEAL OF THE 100-FOOT RULE
S. 8417/ A. 8888

This policy would eliminate the “100-foot rule” that
requires gas hookups for new residential customers
if their building is within 100 feet of an existing gas
pipeline. Although it’s marketed as a “free” service,
such connections are subsidized by ratepayers
across the system in the form of “delivery costs”. By
eliminating the 100-foot rule, customers would save
over $200 million annually. Sponsored by Senator Liz
Krueger and Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon. S. 8417/
A. 8888 passed in both houses and was signed into law
by Governor Hochul on December 19, 2025.

APPRAISAL OF RENEWABLES
S.8012/A. 8332

This legislation would clarify how solar and wind
energy systems should be valued and appraised for
taxation purposes. Creating a consistent appraisal
method for solar and wind energy projects would
provide regulatory certainty for renewable energy
developers and municipal officials across the state.
This is necessary to ensure that New York is well-
positioned to grow our renewable energy sector and
get back on track to achieve the goals of the CLCPA.
Sponsored by Senator Peter Harckham and
Assemblymember Micah Lasher. S. 8012/A. 8332 passed
in both houses and was signed into law by Governor
Hochul on December 3, 2025.

AUTOMATIC SOLAR PERMITTING
A. 6270-A/S. 5781

This bill would require municipalities with a
population of 5,000 or more to implement automatic
online permitting for code-compliant permits for
residential solar systems and residential energy
storage systems paired with solar systems by January
1, 2026. Delays are cited as the top reason for solar
project cancellations in the United States. This bill
would require free online portals, like the NREL-
developed SolarAPP+, to be adopted by municipalities,
thus speeding up the solar building process and
contributing to solar energy goals. Sponsored by
Assemblymember Brian Cunningham and Senator Peter
Harckham. A. 6270-A/S. 5781 died in the Senate Finance
Committee and died in Assembly Energy.

HOME UTILITY WEATHERIZATION JOBS ACT
S. 641-A [A. 3655-A

This legislation would create a statewide program
requiring utility companies to update weatherization
and insulation in New Yorkers” homes in order to
lower utility bills, protect from severe weather events,
and reduce overall energy use. It would mandate each
utility in New York to submit a weatherization pilot
program that focuses on low- and middle-income
households that meet the emission reduction and
equity goals in the CLCPA. Sponsored by Senator Sean
Ryan and Assemblymember William Conrad. S. 641-A |A.
3655-A passed in the Senate and died in Assembly Energy.



CLEAN FUEL STANDARD
S.1343-A [ A. 472-A

This legislation would create a clean fuel standard

to reduce carbon intensity of on-road transportation
fuels by at least 20% by 2032 and make further
reductions in line with CLCPA goals after 2032. This
policy would incentivize fleets and fuel providers to
move away from carbon-intensive fuels like diesel and
gasoline toward low- or zero-carbon fuels like electric,
biofuels, and hydrogen. Sponsored by Senator Kevin
Parker and Assemblymember Carrie Woerner, S. 1343-

A [A.472-A. 1343-A passed in the Senate and died in
Assembly Environmental Conservation.

E-BIKE BATTERY EPR
S.73-A [ A.4641-A

This bill would maximize the removal of unwanted
rechargeable batteries from the solid waste stream.
Specifically, it would amend the current battery
recycling law to include the specific types of lithium-
ion rechargeable batteries used in e-bikes and
e-scooters. Moreover, it would allow the City of
New York to enforce provisions of the rechargeable
battery law to address fire risks from improperly used
or refurbished batteries. Sponsored by Senator Brian
Kavanagh and Assemblymember Deborah Glick. S. 73/A.
4641 passed in both houses and was signed into law by
Governor Hochul on December 19, 2025.

PACKAGING REDUCTION AND RECYCLING
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT
S. 1464/ A. 1749

This legislation would require producers of packaging
waste to take financial responsibility for the recycling
of their products, either by funding existing municipal
recycling or by creating new systems. The Packaging
Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act would
shift the burden of recycling products back to the
producer, similar to product stewardship programs
that are already in use in New York for electronic
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waste, paint, pharmaceutical drugs, and carpetS.
Successful waste reduction programs create financial
incentives for producers to minimize the amount of
waste they produce in the first place and use more
readily recyclable materials in production.

Sponsored by Senator Peter Harckham and
Assemblymember Deborah Glick, S. 1464/ A. 1749 passed
in the Senate and died in Assembly Ways and Means.

SEPTIC SYSTEM REPLACEMENT FUND
S.8241-A [ A.8807

This bill would allow septic systems that significantly
reduce nitrogen, phosphorus, or PFOA/PFAS
chemicals in treated effluent to be reimbursed at
75% of cost rather than 50% through the State Septic
System Replacement Fund. Aging septic systems and
cesspools significantly contribute to groundwater
contamination, particularly on Long Island, making
this legislation instrumental in combating septic

and cesspool pollution. Sponsored by Senator Peter
Harckham and Assemblymember Rebecca Kassay.
S.8241-A | A.8807 passed in both houses and was signed
into law by Governor Hochul on July 23, 2025.

FIND LEAD PIPES FASTER ACT
S. 3581/ A. 2181

This legislation would require water customers or
non-owner adult occupants to allow water utilities

to visually inspect water service lines to determine

if there are lead pipes servicing the building. With a
forthcoming U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
mandate commencing in 2027 to replace all lead pipes
nationwide within a decade, New York’s water systems
need an accurate inventory as soon as possible -
which this bill would help achieve - in order to
achieve 100% lead pipe replacement. Sponsored by
Senator Gustavo Rivera and Assemblymember Amy
Paulin. S. 3581/ A. 2181 passed in the Senate and died in
Assembly Health.

NEW YORK LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS



ROAD SALT REDUCTION TASK FORCE
S. 6976-A/A. 4481-A

This legislation would establish the New York

Road Salt Reduction Council and Advisory
Committee to continue the work and implement

the recommendations of the Adirondack Road Salt
Reduction Task Force. Road salt is commonly used to
make roads safer to drive on during snowy conditions;
however, it can also contaminate drinking water by
leaching into groundwater, harming wildlife and
rendering water unsafe for human consumption. The
Council would assess these impacts and recommend
limits and safer alternatives. Sponsored by Senator
Peter Harckham and Assemblymember Billy Jones. S.
6976-A/A. 4481-A passed in the Senate and died in
Assembly Transportation, where it has since had its
enacting clause stricken following Assemblymember
Jones’ resignation.

PFAS IN MENSTRUAL PRODUCTS
S. 1548/ A. 1502

This legislation would prohibit the use of unsafe
substances including PFAS chemicals in menstrual
products and authorize the Department of Health

to promulgate regulations to prohibit the use of
further substances that it determines to be unsafe

in menstrual products. Sponsored by Senator Nathalia
Fernandez and Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal. S.
1548/A. 1502 passed in both houses and was signed into
law by Governor Hochul on December 19, 2025.

BEAUTY JUSTICE ACT
S. 2057-A/A. 2054-A

This legislation would provide for the regulation of
ingredients in personal care products. Specifically,
it would ban the use of certain toxic chemicals in

cosmetic, infant, and beauty products — as consistent
exposure can be dangerous for public health and
human development - while encouraging the
production of safer alternatives. Sponsored by Senator
Lea Webb and Assemblymember Deborah Glick. S. 2057-
AJA. 2054-A passed in the Senate and died in Assembly
Ways and Means.

AUTOMATIC VOTER REGISTRATION
S.88/A. 6772

This legislation would enhance and clarify automatic
voter registration (AVR) procedures in New York
State by establishing specific AVR processes for
transactions involving the Department of Motor
Vehicles (DMV) and Medicaid enrollment while
ensuring appropriate safeguards and notification
procedureS. This would be a vital step toward
increasing voter participation and modernizing the
electoral process. Sponsored by Senator Mike Gianaris
and Assemblymember Karines Reyes. S. 88 [A. 6772
passed in the Senate and died in Assembly Election Law.




|

NYLCV President Julie Tighe joins SUNY Chancellor John B. King Jr., UAlIbany President Havidan Rodriguez, Senator Patricia Fahy,
Assemblymembers John T. McDonald Ill and Gabriella A. Romero, labor leaders and advocates to unveil a new $30 million decarbonization
project on the University at Albany uptown campus.

A Note to Our Members

In 2025, you used your voice to tell your legislators to fight climate change, improve air quality, and protect
public health. The environmental wins we were able to achieve this year were because of support from
members like you. When we act together, we can get a lot done.

An important part of our work is holding our elected officials accountable. We encourage all New York
voters to use this scorecard as a resource in future elections when deciding who you want to represent your
community and the environment. This scorecard tells you whether your local representatives listened to you
and your neighbors, and whether they upheld their responsibility to promote sound policies that protect the
environment.

Here are three ways you can continue to help us in this endeavor:

TELL YOUR LEGISLATORS YOU KNOW THEIR SCORE: It only takes a minute to say thanks—
or no thanks—to your legislators.

SPREAD THE WORD: Share this scorecard with your friends and family so they know the score of their
elected officials.

DONATE: We could not accomplish our mission without the generous support of our members.
Please make a donation so that we can continue fighting climate change, conserving land and water, and
protecting public health.

Visit NYLCV.org/scorecard for more.
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Methodology
& Key Results

Bills that passed their respective houses of
the legislature were graded on whether or not
each legislator took the pro-environment vote.
An unexcused missed vote is counted the
same as an anti-environmental vote, though
we did not count excused absences against
the final score. Scored bills that did not reach
a floor vote were graded on co-sponsorship.
Annual scores are based on a scale of 0 to 100
and calculated by dividing the number of pro-
environmental votes or bill sponsorships by the
total number of bills each member was scored
on. This year, we are grading 13 bills in the
State Senate and 12 bills in the Assembly.
Legislative leaders —including Senate Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Senate Minority
Leader Robert Ortt, Senate Deputy Majority Leader
Michael Gianaris, Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie,
Assembly Majority Leader Crystal Peoples-Stokes,
and Assembly Minority Leader William A. Barclay—
were not graded, although the scores of their
conferences, which they have a substantial
impact on, are listed.

SENATE MAJORITY
CONFERENCE

9476
Majority Leader

Andrea Stewart-Cousins

ASSEMBLY MAJORITY
CONFERENCE

797%
Speaker

Carl E. Heastie

SENATE MINORITY
LEADER CONFERENCE

6%
4070
Minority Leader
Robert Ortt

ASSEMBLY MINORITY
CONFERENCE

257
570
Minority Leader
William A. Barclay



Average Score

by Region
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m WESTCHESTER NORTH COUNTRY

Senate 59% Senate 96% Senate 54%

Assembly 53% Assembly 84% Assembly 19%

'HUDSON VALLEY
Senate 90% Senate 86% Senate 57%
Assembly Assembly 57% Assembly 47%
Queens 74%
Brooklyn 63%
Staten Island 26% _
Manhattan 92% Senate 69% Senate 65%
Bronx 727 Assembly 73% Assembly 50%
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Special Recognition

Environmental Champions

LIZ KRUEGER

Senator

Senator Liz Krueger has been

a tireless advocate for the
environment since first being
elected to office more than two
decades ago. She has led efforts to
promote conservation, tackle
single-use plastics, and advance the
clean energy transition. This year,
on her way to a 92% score, she co-
sponsored the 100-foot rule repeal,
helping rally her colleagues to pass
that critical measure and earning
her the title 2025 Environmental
Champion.

JO ANNE SIMON

Assemblymember

Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon
has a long track record of combating
climate change and promoting
sustainability. Her perfect 100%
score reflects her commitment to a
broad range of NYLCV priorities,
and her leadership was especially felt
as a co-sponsor of the 100-foot rule
repeal. Her reputation as a trusted
and principled legislator was
instrumental in securing support for
that measure and we’re proud to
name her a 2025 Environmental
Champion.

Rising Stars Senate Members

100% SCORE

Samra G. Brouk
Andrew Gounardes
Peter Harckham

Michelle Hinchey
NATHALIA FERNANDEZ

Senator

Brad Hoylman-Sigal

Robert Jackson

Senator Nathalia Fernandez has
been a perennial high-scorer the
past five years - first as an
Assemblymember and then as a
State Senator - including in 2025,
and as a member of the Black,
Puerto Rican, Hispanic & Asian
Legislative Caucus, she has
championed policies that protect
public health and advance equity.
With her focus on environmental
justice and unwavering dedication
to a cleaner, safer future, Senator
Fernandez is a 2025 Rising Star.

Brian Kavanagh
John C. Liu
Shelley B. Mayer
Zellnor Myrie
Jessica Ramos
Luis R. Sepulveda
Jose M. Serrano
James Skoufis

Toby Ann Stavisky

MARYJANE SHIMSKY

Assemblymember

Assemblymember MaryJane
Shimsky has emerged as one of
Albany’s most engaged and forward-
looking environmental lawmakers,
consistently earning high marks on
our Scorecard since taking office in
2023. She brings both passion and
policy depth to the fight for clean
energy, resilient infrastructure, zero
waste, and safe drinking water, and
her focus on practical, community-
based solutions has made her a
standout voice in the Assembly and a
2025 Rising Star.

Assembly Members
100% SCORE

Michael Benedetto
Alex Bores

Chris Burdick

Patrick Burke

Noah Burroughs
Robert C. Carroll
Sarah Clark

Maritza Davila

Jeffrey Dinowitz
Phara Souffrant Forrest
Jessica Gonzdlez-Rojas
Andrew Hevesi
Jonathan G. Jacobson
Micah C. Lasher
Charles D. Lavine
Grace Lee

John T. McDonald 111
Jen Lunsford

Demond Meeks

Amy Paulin

Steven Raga

Jenifer Rajkumar
Linda B. Rosenthal
Tommy John Schiavoni
Rebecca A. Seawright
Jo Anne Simon

Tony Simone

Al Stirpe

David I. Weprin
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Tommy John Schiavoni
Jodi Giglio
Joe DeStefano
Rebecca Kassay
Doug Smith

Phil Ramos

Jarett Gandolfo

Michael J. Fitzpatrick
Michael Durso

Steve Stern
Kwani O’Pharrow

Keith P. Brown
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Charles D. Lavine
David G. McDonough
Jake Blumencranz
Daniel J. Norber
John K. Mikulin
Noah Burroughs
Edward P. Ra

Ari Brown

Judy Griffin
Michaelle C. Solages
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Andrew Hevesi

Alicia Hyndman
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Steven Raga

Khaleel Anderson
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Kalman Yeger
Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn

Brian Cunningham
Robert C. Carroll
Michael Novakhov
Alec Brook-Krasny

William Colton

Simcha Eichenstein
Lester Chang

Emily Gallagher

BROOKLYN

Marcela Mitaynes
Jo Anne Simon
Maritza Davila

Erik M. Dilan
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Latrice M. Walker
Stefani Zinerman

Phara Souffrant Forrest
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George Alvarez
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8
KEY <
o0 g <
/= Pro-Environment Action § ,g +~ -§
= B [9)
2 = Negative Environment Action ;_G ,§ \&’} § S g
7] 9 S k -9
E = Excused bgc \g § gg §; g L,:";’ & i@” . I
5/ 8/ &) /8] s 5 &) &5 &
g/ v s/ 55/ & 538/ ¢
o2 = 3 = v S
el st F]5)£)8) 5] ¢
z/ - S B - B B A B A B A
S/ g o | Sl ol &) s/ 5] 2] 3o/ 5]
£l E& N/ &) 8/ )8 K8)$/8) &) §
Q Q ¢ < < < < < < < < < <
PASS (Y/N) N Y N Y N N Y N Y Y
58 Monique Chandler-Waterman v X v X v X X E X v v
W 59 Jaime R. Williams v X X X v X v v X E X
B oo | nikiLuces v ix|v|x|v | x|[x|v]|x]|v]|Xx
- 61 Charles D. Fall v X v X v X X v X v v
62 Michael Reilly X X X X v X X X X v X
63 Sam Pirozzolo X X X X v X X X X v X
64 Michael Tannousis X X E X E X X E X v E
65 Grace Lee v v v v v v v v v v v
66 Deborah J. Glick v X v v v v v v v v v
67 Linda B Rosenthal v v v v v v v v %4 v v
68 | Edward Gibbs v v v X v v v v v E v
69 Micah C. Lasher v v v v v v v v v v v
z
E 70 | Jordan J.G. Wright v X v X v v X v v E v
2 | ATaior viv| v |ix|v|viix|v|v]|E|lv
=
72 Manny De Los Santos v X v v v v v v v v v
73 Alex Bores v v v v v v v v v v v
74 Harvey Epstein* v v v X v v v E v v v
75 Tony Simone v v v v v v v v v v v
76 Rebecca A. Seawright v v v v v v v v v E v
Landon C. Dais X v v X v X X v X E v
v X v X v v X E v v v
v X v X v X X v v v v
X X v X v X X v X E v
v v v v v v v v v v v
v v v v v v v v v v v
X X E X v X X E v v E
v X v X v X X v v v v
v v v X v v X v v v v

78
79 Chantel Jackson
80 John Zaccaro, Jr.
x
z
2 81 Jeffrey Dinowitz
]
Michael Benedetto

82
84 Amanda Septimo
85 Emérita Torres
Yudelka Tapia

86
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142 Patrick Burke v v v v v v v v v v v v
143 | Patrick J. Chludzinski X X X X X v X X X X v X
o 144 Paul A. Bologna X X X X X v X X X X v X
e
o
; 145 | Angelo J. Morinello X X X X X v X X X X v X
w
§ 146 Karen McMahon v v X v v v v v v v v v
<
w
i 147 | David DiPietro X X X X X X X X X X v X
w
H
148 Joe Sempolinski X X X X X v X X X X v X
149 Jonathan Rivera v v X v X v X v v X v v
X X X X X v X X X X v X

150 Andrew M. Molitor
*Because these members ran for local office and the primary campaign season for local offices substantially overlapped with the legislative session,

their scores do not reflect their full environmental record.

Advocacy  [EeailaiEils
m Action Pl 'eifie

(Clockwise, top-left) NYLCV
President Julie Tighe urging the
governor to advance the Clean Air
Initiative; Senior VP Josh
Klainberg testifying about lead
pipe replacement; NYLCV joins
Senator. Pete Harckham in calling
on the legislature to pass a Clean
Fuel Standard; Policy Director
Patrick McClellan testifying about
NYLCV's State Budget priorities.

SHUA KLAINBERG
4 NIOR VICE PRESIDENT
NEW YORK LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS

2025 STATE ENVIRONMENTAL
SCORECARD



NYLCV

Julie Tighe
President

Pat McClellan
Policy Director

Alisha Deen-Steindler
Legislative Advocate

Devin Callahan
Communications Director

Liam McGowan
Communications Fellow

30 Broad Street, 30th Floor
New York, NY 10004
212-361-6350
www.nylcv.org
www.nylcvef.org
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x.com/nylcv
instagram.com/nylcv
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nylcv.bsky.social

X8 ©Q X =n

To view the 2025 Scorecard online, visit NYLCV.org/scorecard

About the Scorecard

This annual State Legislative Environmental Scorecard is our
method for holding representatives accountable. In consultation
with our partners from environmental, environmental justice, public
health, and transportation groups, we identify for inclusion in our
Scorecard the priority bills that have passed the legislature and those
which we believe have a chance of becoming law. We then score each
senator and assembly member based on their support of these bills.

About the New York League of Conservation Voters

NYLCYV is the only nonpartisan, statewide environmental
organization in New York that fights for clean water, clean air,
renewable energy, and open space through political action.





