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• Global Disorder (2008-?) 

– Bretton Woods institutions (World Bank, IMF), G7 
(1975) promote free trade and the globalization of 
finance 

– Cold War splits the world into US and Soviet controlled 
spheres of influence 

– Right and Left of the USA agree on bipartisan foreign 
policy 

– 1990: West and East Germany are allowed to reunify in 
exchange for Germany's acceptance of a common 
European currency 
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• Global Disorder (2008-?) 

– 1991: The Soviet Union collapses, the world turns 
democratic and capitalist, the USA remains the only 
superpower but bipartisan agreement ends in the USA 

– 1999: The euro is introduced by Germany, France, Italy 
and 

– 2001-03 US invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq 

– Great Recession (2007-2011) and euro crisis (the EU 
splits into creditors and debtors), China becomes the 
engine of world growth, declining Western influence 

– 2012: ISIS 
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• Global Disorder (2008-?) 

– 2014: Russia annexes Crimea, the first military 
annexation of territory since World War II 

– 2018: China-USA trade war 

– 2020: Covid-19 epidemic 
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• Global Disorder (2008-?) 



6 

• Global Disorder - Asia (2008-?) 
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• Global Disorder – The Age of Revolutions 

– Arab Spring (mostly failed) 

– Color Revolutions in the former Soviet Union 

– Myanmar 

– Venezuela (failed) 

– Sudan 

– Belarus 

– Lebanon 

– Mali 
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• Global Disorder - Democracy 
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• Global Disorder – NATO before 1991 
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• Global Disorder – NATO in 2022 
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• Global Disorder – NATO in 2022 
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• Global Disorder – Trade Imbalance 
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• Global Disorder 

• A time of increasing misinformation spread by 
russian and chinese hackers, extremist media and 
autocratic politicians 
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• US crises 

– Military crisis 2001-03 Failed wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq 

– Economic crisis 2007 Great Recession  

– Political crisis: political gridlock in Congress, rise of 
populist movements, polarization 

– Social crisis: breakdown of the family, decline of 
religion, drug epidemic 
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• Government debt 
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Authoritarian Nationalists 

• Benjamin Netanyahu (Israel, 1996) 

• Vladimir Putin (Russia, 2000) 

• Recep Tayyip Erdogan (Turkey, 2003) 

• Viktor Orban (Hungary, 2010) 

• Jinping Xi (China, 2012) 

• Narendra Modi (India, 2014) 

• Jaroslaw Kaczynski (Poland, 2015) 

• Brexit:  Nigel Farage and Boris Johnson (Britain, 2016) 

• Rodrigo Duterte (Philippines, 2016)  

• Donald Trump (USA, 2017) 

• Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil, 2018) 
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Generational Gap 

• USA: Hillary Clinton won 55%-37% against Trump in 
2016 among voters aged 18-29 

• Britain: Remain won 70-30 in Brexit referendum among 
those aged 18-24 (and in 2018 about 82% of 18 to 24-year-
olds said they would vote Remain) 

• Russia (2021): only 51% of Russians aged 18 to 24 
approve of Putin, 57% of those 25 to 39 years old, 60% of 
40-to-54-year-olds and 73% of those 55 years 

• Election turnout is higher among older voters 
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Generational Gap 

• Percent voting for Republicans in the USA is mostly 
uniform across age groups until the year 2000. 

• But in 2004 the 18-29 age group largely favored the 
Democratic candidate and in 2008 the gap grew and in 
2016 Hillary Clinton won 55%-37% against Trump and in 
2020 Biden won 60 to 36% over Trump. 
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Plastic 

•   
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The “green” economy 

 China dominates processing of key materials 
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The “green” economy 

 China dominates processing of key materials 
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The transformation of media 

PHOTOS 
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The transformation of media 

MUSIC 
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The transformation of media 

VIDEOS 



25 

The transformation of media 

Age of the smartphone 
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The transformation of media 
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The transformation of media 

FAANG (Facebook, Amazon, Apple, Netflix and Google)  
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The age of budget airlines 



The Future of Jobs 

• Entertainment 

• Tourism 

• Shopping 

• Health Care 
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The Demographic Crisis 

Birth control 

 

Higher income 

 

Pensions 

 

Health care 

Immigration 

Lower birthrates 

 

 

 

 

Aging population 

Higher education 

 

 

 

More women work 

Economic boom 

Wealth 
Bankrupt governments 

Population increase 

 

 

 

Low-paid jobs 
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The Demographic Crisis 
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Colonization and Globalization  

lead to Cultural Uniformity 

ENGLISH 

SPANISH 

PORTUGUESE 

SPANISH 

ENGLISH 

ENGLISH 

FRENCH 

ARABIC 

RUSSIAN 

ENGLISH 

ENGLISH 

CHINESE 

ENGLISH 
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Colonization and Globalization  

lead to Cultural Uniformity 

ENGLISH 

SPANISH 
ENGLISH 

FRENCH 

RUSSIAN 

CHINESE 

ARABIC 
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What the Modern World knew 

• Pacific trade 
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What the Modern World knew 

• US-China 
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What the Modern World knew 

• Decline of the West 
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What the Modern World knew 

• China 
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What the Modern World knew 

• China 

– Biggest economic miracle since World War II  

– 2001: China joins the World Trade Organization 

– Zemin Jiang: boom of private sector 

– Jintao Hu:  consolidation of state-owned enterprises, boom of state 

capitalism, but also boom of corruption 

– 2012: Xilai Bo arrested and Jiping Xi elevated to top leader 

– Xi dismantles the collegial system and reappointed himself for a 

third term 
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What the Modern World knew 

• China’s “One Belt One Road” (2013) 
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What the Modern World knew 

• China  
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What the Modern World knew 

• China  
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What the Modern World knew 

• China claims these islands… 

• China’s “de-radicalization” camps for 

Uygurs:  
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What the Modern World knew 

• Africa 
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What the Modern World knew 

• Africa 
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What the Modern World knew 

• Air conditioners 
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What the Modern World knew 

• The USA in the 2010s 

– Shrinking middle class 

– Economic insecurity 

– Broken families, single parenthood, gay marriage 

– Low church attendance 

– Towards gender equality 

– Polarizing media 

– Polarized politics 

– Tolerance towards other cultures 

– Less white (64% of the population), more Hispanic (16%) and 
more Asian (5%) 

– Immigration mostly from Asia and Latin America 
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What the Modern World knew 

• The USA in 2012 

– A black man (Barack Obama) and a Catholic (Joe Biden) 
faced a Mormon (Mitt Romney) and another Catholic (Paul 
Ryan) in the 2012 elections: for the first time there is no 
WASP on either ticket 

– Both the old and new speakers of the House of 
Representatives are Catholics: Nancy Pelosi and John 
Boehner (since 2014) 

– The majority leader of the Senate is a Mormon (Harry Reid) 
until 2014 

– Since 2010 none of the nine judges of the Supreme Court 
has been a WASP: six Catholics (Antonin Scalia, Anthony 
Kennedy, Clarence Thomas, John Roberts, Samuel Alito, 
Sonia Sotomayor) and three Jews (Stephen Breyer, Ruth 
Ginsburg, Elena Kagan).  
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What the Modern World knew 

• The German model: cheap Chinese labor + cheap Russian 
fuel + cheap US protection = exports of high-end goods to 
rich Western countries 

• The Chinese model: offsourcing R&D to the West +  rapid 
prototyping + manufacturing goods at competitive prices 
thanks to low-cost labor force = exports of low-end goods 
to consumers worldwide (mostly in the West) 

 



51 

What the Modern World knew 

• The Age of Disinformation (“disinformation at your 
fingertips”) 
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What the Modern World knew 

Longevity 

• 1 Jeanne Calment (1997): 122  

• 2 Kane Tanaka (2022): 119  

• 3 Sarah Knauss (1999): 119 

• 4 Lucile Randon (2023): 118 
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What the Modern World knew 

People live longer in dictatorships 
• 2006: Du Pinhua dies at the age of 120 in Sichuan province 

• 2013: Luo Meizhen dies at the age of 127 in Guangxi province 

• 2021: Alimihan Seyiti dies at the age of 135 in Xinjiang province 

 

• 2003: Zabani Khachukayeva dies at the age of 124 in Chechnya 

• 2012: Antisa Khvichava  dies at the age of 132 in Georgia and 
Magomed Labazanov dies at the age of 122 in Dagestan 

• 2015: Toʻti Yusupova dies at the age of 135 in Uzbekistan 

• 2019: Koku Istambulova dies at the age of 129 in Russia, Nanu 
Shaovadies at 128 and Tanzilya Bisembeyeva dies at 123  

 

• 2017: Mbah Gotho dies in Indonesia at the age of 147 

• 2020: Ali Al-Alakmi dies in Saudi Arabia at the age of 147 
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What the Modern World knew 

• The Kurdish question 
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What the Modern Age knew 

• Egypt (2011) 
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What the Modern Age knew 

• Libya (2011) 
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Emerging Powers 

Rising: 

!!! China 

!!! Singapore 

!!  India 

!!  Germany 

!!  Brazil 

!   Australia 

!   Turkey 

Declining: 

Britain 

France 

Russia 

Japan 

USA 
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Emerging Powers 

(McKinsey 2011) 
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Emerging Powers 

(Forbes, International Monetary Fund  2011) 
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Higgs Boson (2012) 
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Mars Curiosity (2012) 
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Oil (2013) 
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Drugs (2013) 
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Ukraine vs Russia (2014) 
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Ukraine vs Russia (2014) 
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Ebola in West Africa (2014) 
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Hong Kong (2014) 
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Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 

(2014) 
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Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 

(2014) 
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Islamists (2010s) 
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Failure of the Arab Spring 

• Arab Spring 
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Comet Landing (2014) 
• The Philae robotic lander of the Rosetta robotic 

space probe lands on Comet 67P/Churyumov-

Gerasimenko 
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Odebrecht (2014) 
• Brazil’s Odebrecht: the largest corruption 

scandal in history 
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Camp Speicher Massacre (2014) 

• ISIS massacres 1700 air force cadets, all of 

them Shiites 
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Al Qaeda attacks France (2015) 
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Same-sex Marriage (2015) 

Pew Center, 2014 

USA too 
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Nuclear Proliferation (2015) 

Economist, 2015 
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Pluto (2015) 

NASA, 2015 
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Refugee Crisis (2015) 
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Refugee Crisis (2015) 



81 

Refugee Crisis (2015) 
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Paris again (2015) 
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Brexit (2016) 
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Rise of the IT giants (2016) 
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AlphaGo (2016) 
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Massacre of Aleppo (2016) 

The Russian-Syrian coalition commits atrocities during 

a month-long aerial bombing campaign of opposition-

controlled territory in Aleppo (Sep-Oct 2016) 
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Mass Shootings in the USA 

(1999-2016) 
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Donald Trump (2016) 
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Anti-Trump demonstrations (2017) 
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Las Vegas Mass Shooting (2017) 
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Trump-Putin Collusion (2017) 

Source: Eric Swalwell 
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The Transformer (2017) 
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First image of a black hole (2017) 

Supermassive black hole in galaxy Messier 87 or 

M87, 55 million light-years from Earth 
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Ransomware cyberattack (2017) 
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North Korea’s nuclear tests (2017) 
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Yemen War (2017) 
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Kurdish Independence Referendum (2017) 
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European Nationalists (2017) 



99 

Latin America (2017) 



100 

The Two Koreas Meet (2018) 



101 

The USA moves its Israeli embassy to 

Jerusalem (2018) 
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Syrian Civil War (2018) 
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Eastern European Boom (2018) 



104 

Pakistan (2018) 
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Latin America (2018) 
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The USA moves its Israeli embassy to 

Jerusalem (2018) 



107 

Syrian Civil War (2018) 
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Eastern European Boom (2018) 
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Pakistan (2018) 



110 

Latin America (2018) 
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Neo-nationalism in Europe  (2019) 

Viktor Orbán (Fidesz) in power 

Matteo Salvini (Lega) in power 

Jarosław Kaczyński (Law and Justice) in power 

Marine LePen (National Front) 

Heinz-Christian Strache (Freedom Party) 

Geert Wilders (Party for Freedom) 
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Notre Dame, Paris (2019) 
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US-China Trade War (2019) 
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Pakistan (2018) 
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Latin America (2018) 
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Neo-nationalism in Europe  (2019) 
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Notre Dame, Paris (2019) 
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US-China Trade War (2019) 
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Attacks on Saudi Oil (2019) 
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Rise of Nationalist Parties in Europe (2019) 
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Islamist Terrorism in Africa (2020) 
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Britain leaves the EU (2020) 



The Age of Mass Demonstrations 
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Catalonia’s Independence Referendum (2017) 
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Nicaragua (2018) 



129 

Venezuela (2019) 



130 

Algeria (2019) 



131 

Sudan (2019) 
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Prague Protests (2019) 
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Hong Kong Protests (2019) 



134 

Chile Protests (2019) 



135 

Lebanon Protests (2019) 



136 

Iraq Protests (2019) 



137 

Thailand protests (2020) 



138 

Belarus (2020) 



139 

Nigeria (2020) 



Activism 

• Metoo 

• Neveragain 

• Climate 

• Black Lives Matter 
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“Me Too” Movement (2017) 



142 

Neveragain Movement in the USA (2018) 



Climate protests in Europe (2018) 

Greta Thunberg 
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Worldwide Climate Protests (2019) 
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Protests Around the World against Racism 
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Protests Around the World against Racism 
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Covid-19 (2020) 
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Covid-19 (2020) 
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Covid-19 (2020) 

Jan-May 2020 

The Lockdown 

Jun-? 2020 

The Reopening 

? 2020? 21? 

Uncertainty 

2021? 22? 

Immunity 
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Covid-19 (2020) 



Covid-19 
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Covid-19 (2020) 
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Covid-19 (2021) 
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Trump’s attempted coup (2021) 

159 



Trump’s attempted coup – Jan 2021 
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Trump’s attempted coup – Jan 2021 
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Pro-Navalny protests– Jan 2021 

162 



NASA Perseverance rover – Feb 

2021 
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Myanmar protests– Feb 2021 

164 



Taliban conquer Afghanistan – Aug 2021 
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Taliban conquer Afghanistan – Aug 2021 
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Covid Pandemic 

167 



Russia-Ukraine tension 

168 



Russia invades Ukraine (Feb 2022) 
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Russia invades Ukraine (Feb 2022) 
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Mariupol Theater bombing (March 2022) 

Bucha Massacre (March 2022) 



Biden’s Anti-Chinese Alliances 

171 

• AUKUS in 2021 (Australia, Britain, USA) 

• Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (USA, 

India, Australia, Japan) – targeting China in 

2021 

• Defense pact of USA, Japan, South Korea 

– 2023 

• G7 (USA, Canada, France, Germany, 

Italy, Japan, Britain) – targeting China in 2023 

• Expansion of US military presence in the 

Philippines – 2023 

• Strategic “ambiguity” on Taiwan 



Biden’s Anti-Chinese Alliances 
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Mass shootings in the USA  

(2017- 2022) 
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Mass shootings in the USA (May 

2022) 

174 



US Supreme Court expands gun rights 

while restricting abortion rights 

175 



NASA’s James Webb Telescope (2022) 
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NASA’s James Webb Telescope (2022) 

177 



Sri Lanka revolution (2022) 

178 



Donald Trump (2022) 

179 



Death of Queen Elizabeth (2022) 

180 



Iranian women protest (2022) 

181 



NASA’s DART  

and asteroid  Dimorphos (2022) 

182 



Giorgia Meloni elected in Italy (2022) 

183 



Rise of Right-wing Parties (2022) 

184 



8 Billion People (2022) 

185 

November 2022: The world's population reaches eight 

billion, just 11 years after passing the seven-billion 

mark 



Protests in China against covid 

lockdowns (2022) 
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Elon Musk (2022) 

187 



The “Pink Wave” of left-wing 

governments in Latin America 

188 

Democratically elected: 

Luiz Inacio Lula in Brazil 

Andres Lopez-Obrador in Mexico, 

Gustavo Petro in Colombia,  

Pedro Castillo in Peru, 

Luis Arce in Bolivia, 

Alberto Fernandez in Argentina, 

Gabriel Boric in Chile 

 

Dictators: 

Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, 

Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela, 

Miguel Diaz-Canel in Cuba 



Female heads of state of Latin America 

189 

Isabel Peron of Argentina (1974) 

Eugenia Charles of Dominica (1980) 

Violeta Chamorro of Nicaragua (1990) 

Janet Jagan in Guyana (1997) 

Mireya Moscoso of Panama (1999) 

Michelle Bachelet in Chile (2006) 

Portia Simpson-Miller in Jamaica (2006) 

Cristina Kirchner of Argentina (2007) 

Michele Pierre-Louis of Haiti (2008) 

Dilma Rousseff of Brazil (2010) 

Kamla Persad-Bissessar of Trinidad and Tobago (2010) 

Laura Chinchilla in Costa Rica (2010) 

Paula-Mae Weekes of Trinidad and Tobago (2018) 

Mia Mottley of Barbados (2018) 

Sandra Mason of Barbados (2021) 

Xiomara Castro of Honduras (2022) 

Dina Boluarte of Peru (2022) 

Christine Kangaloo of Trinidad and Tobago (2023) 

Sylvanie Burton of Dominica (2023) 

Claudia Sheinbaum in Mexico (2024) 



Biggest accident in the world 
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Russia-China axis 

191 



Protesters storm Brazil’s government 

buildings (2023) 
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George Santos (2023) 
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Earthquake in Turkey and Syria (2023) 

194 



Dominion Scandal in USA (2023) 

195 



Protests in Israel against Netanyahu 

(2023) 

196 



ChatGPT (2023) 

197 



Donald Trump indicted (2023) 
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Trump indicted (2023) 
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Taiwan-China tensions (2023) 

200 



Abortion in USA (2023) 

201 



French riots (2023) 

202 



Boko Haram in Nigeria (2023) 
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Prigozhin (2023) 

204 



Taylor Swift’s Era Tour (2023) 
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Taylor Swift’s Era Tour (2023) 
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Heat Waves (July 2023) 
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Heat Waves (July 2023) 

208 



Morocco earthquake (September 2023) 

209 



Libya floods (September 2023) 

210 



Azerbaijan reconquers Nagorno-

Karabakh  (September 2023) 
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Surprise Hamas invasion of Israel 

(October 2023) 
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Surprise Hamas invasion of Israel 

(October 2023) 
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Migrants marching towards USA (2023) 

214 



Largest companies by market 

capitalization (2023) 

215 



India (2023) 

216 



Top news channels of the USA (2023) 

217 



Alexei Navalny’s death (2024) 
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Alexei Navalny’s death (2024) 
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Haiti (2024) 

220 



Turkey (2024) 

221 



Iran bombs Israel (2024) 

222 



Anti-Israeli Protests in USA (2024) 

223 



AI boom (2024) 

224 



Assassination attempt against Donald 

Trump (2024) 

225 



Biden withdraws (2024) 

226 



Kamala Harris, first woman candidate to 

president of the USA (2024) 

227 



US Elections (2024) 

228 



US Elections and Media (2024) 

• Franklin Roosevelt understood radio  

• John Kennedy understood television  

• Barack Obama understood social media 

• Donald Trump understood reality TV and tweets 

(controversy = popularity) 

• Kamala Harris is “meme-able” (age of clipped and 

remixed videos, TikTok)  
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Israel kills Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh 
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Revolution in Bangladesh 

231 

 



Trump elected US president again 
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Israel vs Hezbollah 

233 

 



Zhengzhou to Kaifeng bike ride 

234 

 



Syrian rebels topple Assad (Dec 2024) 
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Israel’s fronts of 2024 
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Crises of 2024 

237 

• Palestine 

• Yemen 

• Ukraine 

• Sudan 

 



Trump threatens annexations of 

Greenland, Panama and Canada 

238 

 



Jan 2025: Los Angeles fires 

239 

 



Jan 2025: DeepSeek 
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Jan 2025: Elon Musk in Trump’s 

government 
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Feb 2025: Zelenski-Trump quarrel 
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April 2025: Protests in Turkey 
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April 2025: Trump’s tariffs 
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Gaza Genocide (2024-25) 
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Gaza Genocide (2024-25) 
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Gaza Genocide (2024-25) 
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Gaza Genocide (2024-25) 
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Pope Francis dies (2025) 
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Pope Leone XIV (2025) 
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Trump sends military troops to Los 

Angeles (2025) 
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Anti-ICE protests (2025) 
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No Kings protests (2025) 
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Israel bombs Iran (June 2025) 
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War in Ukraine (2025) 
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Vera Rubin Observatory (2025) 
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USA strikes boats in open seas (2025) 
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Madagascar Protests (Oct 2025) 
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Georgia Protests (Oct 2025) 
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No Kings Protests against Trump (2025) 
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Artificial Intelligence (2025) 
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US invasion of Venezuela (Jan 2026) 
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Iran protests (Jan 2026) 
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Epstein Files (Jan 2026) 
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USA and Israel attack Iran (Feb 2026) 
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USA and Israel attack Iran (Feb 2026) 
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• Iran closes the straight of Hormuz 

• Asian countries are the most affected 



USA and Israel attack Iran (Feb 2026) 
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• Iran closes the straight of Hormuz 

• European countries less affected 



USA and Israel attack Iran (Feb 2026) 
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• Iran closes the straight of Hormuz 

• Africa and Americas little affected 



USA and Israel attack Iran (Feb 2026) 
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Share of energy imports from Gulf Countries imports and 

total energy import  in 2024 

Greece 36% $19 bil. 

Poland 30% $28 bil. 

Italy 22% $50 bil. 

France 18% $73 bil. 

U.K. 11% $62 bil. 

Netherlands 10% $105 bil. 

Spain 9% $53 bil. 

Germany 7% $66 bil. 

Belgium 4% $47 bil. 

Sweden 3% $18 bil. 

 

Egypt 45%: $16 bil 

South Africa A 33°. $18 bil. 

Nigeria a 12° $13 bil. 

Japan 57% out of $139 bil.  

Thailand 56% $43 bil. 

South Korea 55% $144 bil. 

India 50% $180 bil. 

Taiwan 40% $47 bil. 

China 35% $413 bil. 

Malaysia 29% $44 bil. 

Singapore 27% $86 bil. 

Philippines 20% $16 bil. 

Indonesia 15% $35 bil. 

Turkey 7% $26 bil. 

 

Brazil 13% $28 bil. 

United States 10% $233 bil. 

Canada 5% $31 bil. 

Australia 2% $37 bil. 



USA and Israel attack Iran (Mar 2026) 
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“No Kings” marches in USA against Trump 



Russia and China (2026) 
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China 

• 1.4 billion people 

• $18.7 trillion GNP 

• $13.3K per capita 

• Bordering powers: India, Japan, Russia 

Russia 

• 146 million people 

• $2.1 trillion GNP 

• $14.7K per capita 

• Bordering powers: NATO, China 

Putin’s obsession 

- Ukraine 

 

Xi’s obsession 

- Taiwan 



Russia and China (2026) 
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China needs Siberia 
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