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The LASER (Leonardo Art Science Evening Rendezvous) series is a local forum for presenting art and science projects underway in the Bay Area that are creative, original and interdisciplinary in nature. Each evening, free of charge and open to the public, features four artists, scientists, philosophers, historians, inventors and scholars who are working on paradigm shifts. LASERs are held every month and alternate between San Francisco (at the University of San Francisco) and Stanford University. They are currently chaired by author Piero Scaruffi jointly with prof. Tami Spector at USF and with the Continuing Studies Program at Stanford University. The series is now in its fifth year, having started in January 2008. As of July 2011, the series had presented about 100 speakers.  A parallel series is held at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington DC (named “DASERs”). As of 2015 LASER series were held in several other US cities as well as in Canada and Britain.

The LASERs were born to reflect the eclectic and idiosyncratic environment of the Bay Area, where the borders between disciplines have been blurred for decades, searching for new meaning at the convergence among academic research (speakers have come from Stanford Univ, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, USF, SFSU, UC Santa Cruz, SFSU, California College of the Arts), independent research institutes (Diatrope Institute, Recology, Green Museum, Zero Gravity Art Consortium),  high-tech labs (IBM, Google, NASA AMES),  museums (DeYoung Museum, Berkeley Art Museum, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco Exploratorium), and the countless independent photographers, architects, composers, origami artists, filmmakers, game designers and interactive digital artists that operate in the region. The LASERs have also hosted distinguished visitors from other regions and countries (CNRS Marseille, MIT, UCLA, INA Paris, University of London).

At the same time the LASERs allow the audience to socialize and connect, and of course to interact with the presenters.  This is creating networks within the network, but mainly helps everybody think differently: the most common reaction to a LASER is to have experienced a new concept that was not obvious from just reading literature and visiting galleries.

LASERs aggregate audiences that don’t normally come together and in fact speak completely different vocabularies. Within a university, they can become a powerful vehicle to bring different schools together.

The whole point of the LASERs is: diversity.

To find out more (schedules and programs) visit www.lasertalks.com

In a nutshell: what makes the LASERs different:

· Free and open to the public. They serve the community not the specialists.

· Recurring events: monthly, bimonthly, …

· Three or four presenters each evening, from different disciplines on different topics

· Each evening has no theme

· The audience is invited to announce projects, events, etc

· Each university takes care of its finances (honoraria or not, refreshments or not, room reservations, etc)
· LASER speakers are picked by recommendation, not by application
· Gender balanced
· San Francisco, Silicon Valley and East Bay: independent of the academic calendar

· We encourage making public videos of the talks

· We encourage broadcasting the talks over the Internet
· We encourage audience participation
Speakers consistently prefer longer talks, themes, panels. The audience consistently prefers shorter talks, no theme, no panel. The LASERs were born to serve the community, not the specialists. 

Events that serve the specialists should perhaps more appropriately called “Leonardo salons” than LASERs.

Themed events should more appropriately be called "Leonardo symposium".

LASERs are NOT trying to replace existing salons, conferences, symposia, etc
