The Leonardo Art Science Evening Rendezvous Program

White paper 

The Leonardo Art Science Evening Rendezvous (L.A.S.E.R.) program, founded by cultural historian and author Piero Scaruffi in 2008 under the aegis of Leonardo ISAST (the International Society for the Arts, Sciences and Technology www.leonardo.info), is a national program of interdisciplinary events that are currently being held in Northern California at Stanford, University of San Francisco, UC Berkeley, UC Davis and UC Santa Cruz (www.lastertalks.com). In addition, L.A.S.E.R.s are offered at UCLA, at the National Academy of Science in Washington DC, at the University of Westminster in London and other international locations.  

Each L.A.S.E.R. features four speakers from different disciplines on four different topics with the goal of bringing the sciences and the humanities together in conversation with a general audience. The objective of the evening is to provide an extremely wide range of short vignettes that are variously stimulating, inspiring, amusing or simply interesting. More than 300 distinguished speakers have spoken and attended L.A.S.E.R.s, including more than 30 Stanford faculty, graduate students and staff variously drawn from the schools of Engineering, Humanities and Sciences, Medicine, and Earth Sciences.

Past speakers include: Stanford mathematician Margot Gerritsen; UCSF neuroscientist Loren Frank; Berkeley multimedia scholars Eric Paulos and Ken Goldberg; Chinese multimedia artist Shan Shan Sheng;  French architect Anne Fougeron; Japanese multimedia artist Drue Kataoka; Iranian artist Taraneh Hemami; Birgitta Whaley, director of the Berkeley Quantum Information and Computation Center; camera-less photographer Robert Buelteman; NASA synthetic biologist Lynn Rothschild; SLAC physicist Uwe Bergmann; NASA Ames’ chief planetary scientist Chris McKay; kinetic artists Terry Berlier, Bernie Lubell, Reuben Margolin and Kal Spelletich; digital sculptor Alan Rath;  UC Davis planetary scientist Dawn Sumner; UC Santa Cruz biochemist Dave Deamer; several art historians from the California College of the Arts  (Patricia Lange, Kim Anno, Stuart Kendall) and the San Francisco Art Institute (Meredith Tromble); Pixar cofounder Alvy Ray Smith; Stanford media artist Gail Wight; Berkeley neuroscientists Lucia Jacobs and  Bruno Olshausen; USF bioartist Phil Ross; Stanford physicist Patricia Burchat; Stanford ophthalmologist Michael Marmor; Stanford biophyician Audrey Shafer; avantgarde composers Mark Applebaum, Ellen Fullman, Laetitia Sonami, Pamela Z, Robert Rich, Walter Kitundu and Bob Ostertag;  Stanford biologist Deborah Gordon; science anthropologist Helene Mialet; Stanford synthetic biologist Christina Smolke; USF organic chemist Tami Spector; German architect Mona El Khafif; Stanford chemical engineer Curtis Frank; Stanford philosopher Paul Skokowski; Biocurious founder Eri Gentry; composers from Stanford CCRMA; USF feminist scholar Paula Birnbaum; UC Santa Cruz digital media scholars Soraya Murray and Jennifer Gonzales; Quantum scientist and digital media artist David Glowacki; Google scientists Laura Granka and  Jackie Quinn; art historian David Stork; Chinese curator Kiri Rong; USF anthropologist Vijaya Nagarajan; Stanford nanotech scientist Jennifer Dionne; UC Santa Cruz OpenLab’s founding director Jennifer Parker; Stanford energy scientists Stacey Bent and Mark Jacobson; Berkeley synthetic biologist Danielle Tullman-Ercek; Berkeley mathematician (and best-selling author) Edward Frenkel; Berkeley psychologists Alison Gopnik, Tania Lombrozio and Stephen Palmer; Berkeley anthropologist Paul Rabinow; Berkeley computer scientist and sculptor Carlo Sequin; Berkeley philosopher Terrence Deacon; Energy Transformation Collaborative’s founding director Catherine Radford Zoi (Stanford Precourt Institute for Energy); Indian classical dancer Rachna Nivas; Stanford Center for Computer Research in Music and Acoustics’ director Chris Chafe; astrophysicist Stephen Bailey (Lawrence Berkeley Labs), art historians Christine Metzger (California College of the Arts) and Maria McVarish (Stanford), Stanford philosopher Laura Maguire, origami artist Robert Lang, Stanford electronic media artist Paul DeMarinis; plus filmmakers, puppet makers, shadow artists, choreographers, mimes, street painters, robot scientists, opera singers, software engineers, museum curators, calligraphers, game designers…

The Stanford, Berkeley and San Francisco L.A.S.E.R.s take place every other month and are curated by Piero Scaruffi in person. The sister series in other universities are curated and chaired by local departments.

The L.A.S.E.R. program is also meant as a launching pad for further cross-disciplinary interactions at the intersections of humanities and the sciences.
